Another marriage study, same result A look back at 2004 

On eve of SF court cases challenging law, Our year in review starts 
new CDC study confirms marriage benefits. with look at health news. 
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Hilary Swank as 
‘Million Dollar Baby.’ 
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Happy holidays! 


"Naughty" Santa is surrounded by his elves (actors from various adult e 
companies) during an appearance Saturday, December 18th at Market and Castro, 
event was the last in a series of promotional events for the Merchants of Upper Market 
and Castro's "Groovy Holiday 2004" that included live jazz music and a traditional 
Santa. The campaign was designed to increase holiday shopping In the gay district. 


San Francisco plays 
historic role in gay 
marriage case 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


S an Francisco Superior Court 
Judge Richard Kramer will 
hear arguments Wednesday, 
December 22 on the consti¬ 
tutionality of excluding same-sex 
couples from the right to marry. 

The hearing, which involves six 
cases that have been consolidated, 
will mark a milestone in the strug¬ 
gle for civil rights. 

For the first time in American history, a 
city will be challenging the constitutionality 
of marriage laws that discriminate against 
same-sex couples. Past cases in Massachu¬ 
setts, Hawaii, and New Jersey have been 
brought forth by gay rights groups or gay 
and lesbian couples. 

Now San Francisco will add its municipal 
voice to the fight, arguing not just on behalf 



Dennis Herrera 


of its gay and lesbian citizenry, 
but all 770,723 of its residents. 

“I think that is significant and 
having the leadership of a major 
American city working side by 
side with private plaintiffs brings 
an added dimension that you 
don’t see elsewhere,” said City 
Attorney Dennis Herrera during 
an interview in his City Hall of¬ 
fices Friday, December 17. “I 
think that is important in today’s 
political climate, where people 
are trying to make gay and lesbian people 
scapegoats for what is going on politically in 
America.” 

As a team of 11 deputy city attorneys and 
seven outside counsel with the law firm of 
Howard Rice Nemerovski Canady Falk & 
Rabkin prepared for the city’s day in court, 
Herrera appeared relaxed and ready to begin 
page 16 ► 


SF reports 
cases of 
rare STD in 
gay men 

by Matthew S. Bajko 

; an Francisco health officials an¬ 
nounced this week they had de¬ 
tected four cases of a rare form 
of chlamydia in gay men over the last 
five months and urged sexually active 
gay men to be aware of and tested for 
the disease. 

In early December, the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health identified a gay 
male patient infected with Lym¬ 
phogranuloma Venereum (LGV), an 
invasive form of the bacterium 
Chlamydia trachomatis. The STD in¬ 
fects the lymphatic system and may 
cause significant scarring of the geni¬ 
tals or rectum if left untreated. 

Following that discovery, health 
officials began retesting samples taken 
from MSM and found three more 
cases of LGV, one each from June, 
July, and August. More testing is being 
done to determine when the first 
cases of LGV appeared in San Fran¬ 
cisco, though health officials suspect 
the infections may have begun last 
spring after an outbreak of LGV was 
detected in the Netherlands. 

In October, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention issued a 
warning about the Dutch outbreak, 
where 92 cases of the rare infection 
have been confirmed over the last 17 
months. The first 13 cases, diagnosed 
during April through November of 
page 17 ► 


Queer teen activist honored 
by Dufty and supervisors 


by Zak Szymanski 


T he Board of Supervisors chambers was 
packed last Tuesday, December 14 to 
honor each supervisor’s pick for Youth 
Recognition Day, an annual event host¬ 
ed in conjunction with the city’s Youth Com¬ 
mission to highlight the positive achieve¬ 
ments of younger people in San Francisco. 

Among the honorees was the openly 
queer Monica Magtoto - selected by her 
neighborhood representative, openly gay Su¬ 
pervisor Bevan Duffy - for her work with the 
LGBT organization Community United 
Against Violence. 

From 2001-2004, Magtoto, 17, worked as 
a peer educator at CUAV’s Love and Justice 
project, an outreach and empowerment ini¬ 
tiative that conducts trainings for queer 
youth of color around the country. 

“I did all kinds of trainings at school and 
conferences, on all topics, from safer sex to 
homophobia to anti-oppression to domestic 
violence,” said Magtoto. “And I learned so 
much I wouldn’t have learned otherwise.” 

Magtoto - a high school senior with plans 
to go to art school - is in many ways the face 
of what it now means to be queer: unlike a 
gay, lesbian, or bisexual identity, queer is 
most often - and some would say most accu¬ 
rately - used by those who wish to distin¬ 
guish themselves from binary thought and 
who operate from an inclusive political bent. 

“I date boys - and bois,” said Magtoto, 
pointing out that her attractions range from 
male-assigned genetic guys to self-identified 
tranny boys in LGBT circles. “I don’t consid¬ 
er myself straight. I don’t follow heterosexu¬ 
al pedagogy and I’m not looking to limit my¬ 
self whatsoever. The word ‘queer’ is all en¬ 
compassing.” 

But who she is romantically involved with 
is also not the sole factor in what makes her 



Monica Magtoto, third from left, and her colleagues from Community United Against Violence's 
Love and Justice project, at the Board of Supervisors' annual Youth Recognition Day. 


queer; she grew up entrenched in the queer 
community in a neighborhood that borders 
the Mission, Castro, and Glen Park districts. 

“Sometimes people make me feel like I’m 
not ‘queer enough.’ But I grew up as a part of 
this community. Then I got to middle school 
and started hearing terms like ‘fag’ and ‘that’s 
so gay,’ and I just didn’t understand where 
that came from; I didn’t get it. Queer was al¬ 
ready a part of my everyday life, and that’s 
why I got involved with this work.” 

Last week’s awards ceremony honored a 
young person from each supervisor’s district, 
including the Mission District’s Salvador Ro¬ 
driguez, a former gang member who now men¬ 
tors children and counsels them to stay away 
from violence. He was selected for his honor by 
openly gay Supervisor Tom Ammiano. 

Other honorees were David Abella, Anna 
Chen, Chantel Elmore, Benish Kahn, Lilly 
Marshall-Fricker, Cloteal Norman, Elizabeth 
Thompson, Israel Toro, and Maria Zaragoza. 

Magtoto received a rowdy reception when 
her name was called. 


“It was kind of fancy,” said Magtoto. 
“Bevan introduced me and it was really ex¬ 
citing. And he called me over to talk to me in 
person and to shake my hand.” 

Dufty said he chose Magtoto as his hon- 
oree because “I thought she was really sym¬ 
bolic of the direction our community is mov¬ 
ing. I was so impressed with her involvement 
with diverse communities within the LGBT 
community.” 

The ceremony further proved that point. 

“Her posse really turned out for her. It was 
just a rainbow of young people,” said Dufty. 
“Many of my colleagues approached me and 
said how moved they were by her energy, pas¬ 
sion, and enthusiasm. When she spoke, she lit 
up the board chambers. I expect her to do 
great things.” 

For her part, Magtoto said she “never 
thought twice” about getting involved with 
the community. 

“Youth having a voice, and having access 
to education - it’s something that should 
happen anyway,” she said. T 
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Permanent Hair 
Removal 


Now is the time to start treatment 
for smooth skin permanently by 
Spring or Summer. 

John Frizzell 

Registered Electrologist 

Call (415) 626-2729 
www.castroelectrology.com 



SUTTER DENTAL 

SPA & SEDATION DENTISTRY 


Formerly Michael W. Blevins, DOS & Associates 


We are Delta Dental Providers. Patient financing is available. 


DOWNTOWN GLEN PARK 

450 Sutter St, Suite 1233 2790 Diamond Street 

(415) 986-6223 (415) 585-1500 


AESTHETIC DENTISTRY # LAS E R WH ITEN I N C 
VENEERS 9 P E R IODONTAL TH E RAPY # IMPLANTS 
SMILE DESIGN • INVISIBLE BRACES 


BARRY WITT, DDS 


CHRIS BONIN, DDS 


Passionate Coaching 


Refine Your Power 


Robert E. Lane, M.B.A. 

Career & Personal Coach 

Phone: 415.928.8097 

e-mail: coachrobsfotonyc@sbcglobal.net 



Group dubs Castro’s 
1 Naughty’ of 2004 



An angry Badlands customer, left, who refused to give his name, sends a message to 
And Castro for All members, right, who had just left stockings filled with coal in 
front of the bar. 


by Tyson Gillfillan 


T he community 
group And Cas¬ 
tro for All cele¬ 
brated the kickoff of its 
new antidiscrimina¬ 
tion hotline with a hol¬ 
iday demonstration, 

“Naughty and Nice in 
2004,” Saturday, De¬ 
cember 18. Amid a 
bustling Saturday 
evening in the Castro, 
some 35 group mem¬ 
bers donned Santa hats 
and took to the streets 
to promote their cause. 

The group caroled 
down 18th Street, 
singing songs such as 
“Civil Rights are Com¬ 
ing to Town,” “I Saw 
Natali Dissing Every¬ 
one” and “I’m Not 
Dreaming of a White Castro” to 
the tune of popular Christmas 
melodies. Stopping at the Bad¬ 
lands bar, event organizer Don 
Romesburg presented a stocking 
of coal and chiding holiday cards 
for Les Natali, the embattled 
owner who has been accused of 
discriminatory practices at his es¬ 
tablishments Badlands and the 
Detour. 

Afterwards the group distrib¬ 
uted cards throughout the neigh¬ 
borhood to business owners and 
passersby promoting its hotline, a 
service designed to connect al¬ 
leged victims of discrimination 
with support and services such as 
HRC and the state Fair Employ¬ 
ment and Housing Department. 

“Tonight is about showing that 
in this day and age we are not will¬ 
ing to put up with discrimination 
based on race or gender,” said 


Dark Truffles 


In victory I deserve them 
In defeat: I need them 
- Napoleon 

Hedonistic Bittersweet Dark 
Scharffen Berger Chocolate 

Organic 

Truffles 

San Francisco 

1.415.252.7752 


Romesburg. “We want to let peo¬ 
ple know that we are staying vigi¬ 
lant about the ongoing Badlands 
situation and are still concerned 
about discriminatory practices.” 

Bennett, who asked that his last 
name be withheld, is one Bad¬ 
lands patron who strongly dis¬ 
agreed with And Castro for All’s 
tactics. “This is being taken way 
out of hand,” he said. “I’ve been a 
Badlands regular for four years, 
and none of [And Castro for All 
demonstrators] ever come in 
here.” 

Bennett said he had never per¬ 
sonally seen Natali act in a dis¬ 
criminatory manner, and believes 
that Natali is being unfairly sin¬ 
gled out for “conducting his busi¬ 
ness just like every other bar in the 
neighborhood.” Inside Badlands, 
most patrons and staffers were 
largely ambivalent as they strained 
to hear or purposefully ignored 
the muffled voices of the sidewalk 
choir. 

Natali, who was not present 
during the demonstration, was 
unavailable for comment as of 
press time, but throughout the al¬ 
legations of discrimination he has 
maintained his innocence. Natali 
supporters during the demonstra¬ 
tion characterized the movement 
against his businesses as “vindic¬ 
tive” and “baseless.” HRC is inves¬ 
tigating the allegations. 

Although the event was 
dubbed “Naughty and Nice in 
2004,” organizers did not laud any 
Castro organizations outside of 
their own for being particularly 


nice. Instead, Romesburg por¬ 
trayed the new hotline as a “nice 
holiday gift that keeps giving all 
year.” In a November ceremony at 
the LGBT Community Center, the 
group presented awards to several 
of its members and community 
allies for working to advance the 
cause of diversity. 

“We want to be very clear,” 
Romesburg said, “that although 
we grew out of 
IsBadlandsBad.com, And Castro 
for All’s mission is to create long¬ 
term change, promoting diversity 
and inclusion throughout the 
neighborhood.” 

And Castro for All was formed 
in August, and according to 
Romesburg, the group and the 
hotline operate fiscally under the 
LGBT Community Center. Al¬ 
though he described its member¬ 
ship as multiracial and multi-gen¬ 
dered, he acknowledged that the 
organization will wait to seek 
more formal status until it can as¬ 
semble a board of directors with a 
full diversity of leadership includ¬ 
ing male, female and transgender 
members. 

And Castro for All’s hotline 
provides area victims of discrimi¬ 
nation with information includ¬ 
ing government agencies for seek¬ 
ing recourse, evidence needed to 
support a discrimination claim, 
assistance finding legal represen¬ 
tation, and help finding others 
who have experienced discrimina¬ 
tion at the same establishment. It 
can be reached by calling (415) 
865-5642. ▼ 



From our expert packers to 
your expert unwrappers. 


Trust The UPS Store™ to pack 
and ship your gifts this 
holiday season. We're 
expertly trained, conveniently 
located and perfectly priced. 


2370 Market St (94114) 

415.431.0121 

182 Howard St (94105) 

415.495.6963 

2443 Fillmore St (94115) 

415.922.6254 

©2004 Mail Boxes »c„ Inc. 4B9H49SI19 11.04 


The UPS Store” 
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Holiday dinners 
welcome attendance, 
contributions 



GET FAST RELIEF FROM... 

• Back, Neck, Hip, Knee or Ankie Pain 

• Headaches • Muscle & Joint Aches 

• Sciatica • Auto Injuries & Work Comp Cases 

Located on the Muni K Line. 

Easy street parking • Evening & weekend hours 

Advantage Chiropractic 

• PAIN RELIEF CENTER • 

Call today for a free consultation 

m 587-7000 m 

2445 Ocean Ave. (1/2 Block East of Junipero Serra) 


by Zak Szymanski 


1^ ; any LGBT people hope to 
; spend the holidays with 
1 1 i their chosen families or 
by helping those less fortunate. 
San Francisco organizations offer 
plenty of events to lend a hand or 
celebrate with others. 

The AIDS Emergency Fund 
hosts its 17th annual holiday din¬ 
ner for people with HIV/AIDS 
during the afternoon of Decem¬ 
ber 24 at the War Memorial Build¬ 
ing’s Green Room, 401 Van Ness 
Avenue at McAllister. 

Hundreds of volunteers will 
prepare and serve a lavish dinner 
to about 1,200 PWAs and their 
friends and families. Turkey and 
all the traditional trimmings will 
be served at three separate meal 
times: noon, 1:30, and 3 p.m. The 
dinner includes a visit from Santa 
Claus and live entertainment pro¬ 
vided by popular performers. 

Invitations to the AEF dinner 
are available from any of the 
major AIDS organizations in the 
city. One invitation entitles a per¬ 
son with HIV/AIDS to bring one 
guest. 

Project Open Hand still 
needs volunteers as well as dona¬ 
tions to ensure the success of its 


annual holiday meals for seniors 
and people with disabling condi¬ 
tions. Senior holiday meals are 
prepared and delivered on De¬ 
cember 23, and Christmas dinners 
are prepared and delivered on De¬ 
cember 24 to about 2,000 people 
living with HIV/AIDS and other 
illnesses. 

Volunteer shifts for December 
24 are as follows: 9 to 11:30 a.m. is 
meal preparation; noon to 1:30 
p.m. is meal packaging and as¬ 
sembly line; and 3 to 5 p.m. is de¬ 
livery to clients. 

As usual, Project Open Hand 
said it is counting on the generos¬ 
ity of the Jewish community this 
Christmas, with longtime volun¬ 
teers from Congregation Sha’ar 
Zahav donating their time and en¬ 
ergies to feeding others. 

Interested volunteers and 
donors from all communities 
should call (415) 447-2300. 

Metropolitan Community 
Church and Foundation of San 
Francisco will be giving out hol¬ 
iday packages of toiletries, knit 
hats, and chocolates at its shower 
program at Mission High School 
on the morning of Friday, Decem¬ 
ber 24, and again at its regularly 
held Simply Supper program at 
150 Eureka Street at 3:15 p.m. that 
day. Simply Supper is open to any¬ 


one who is hungry. 

Volunteer shifts are filled for 
* these events, but the foundation 
always needs financial contribu¬ 
tions so that it can continue its 
charitable work. For more infor¬ 
mation, visit www.mccsf.org or 
call (415) 863-4434. 

As is tradition, Glide Memor¬ 
ial United Methodist Church 
will- serve thousands of hungry 
people a delicious Christmas feast 
with ham, turkey, and all the trim¬ 
mings on Christmas Day at 330 
Ellis Street. 

Holiday volunteer positions at 
Glide are filled, but donations are 
always needed; call (415) 674- 
6070 or visit www.glide.org/give/ 
donate.asp. 

Tenderloin Tessie’s Holiday 
Dinners is also expecting a large 
crowd of attendees. Christmas 
dinner is held December 25 from 
1 to 4 p.m. at the First Unitarian 
Church, 1187 Franklin, at Gough. 
Dinner usually includes turkey or 
ham with all the trimmings, en¬ 
tertainment, and a gift bag. 

Tessie’s needs set-up, service, and 
clean-up volunteers Friday, Decem¬ 
ber 24 from 4 to 7 p.m. and Satur¬ 
day December 25 from 8 to 11 a.m.; 
12:30 to 4 p.m.; and 4 to 7 p.m. Call 
(415) 922-0422 to leave availability 
time or to offer donations. T 



In a religion that 
was bom in a bam, 
an open door 
goes without saying. 

Our church invites you to join us in the worship 
and fellowship of Jesus Christ, The door is always open. 


Christ Church, Lutheran (ELCA) 1090 Quintara @ 20 th Ave. 

415.664.0915 www.christchurchlutheran.org 

Sunday worship: 10:00 a.m. Christmas Eve: 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday worship: 5:00 p.m. Christmas Day: 10:00 a.m. 

Daily Prayer (Tues.-Fri.): 12:15 & 5:15 p.m. Parking is available 




SHERRY VAN DYKE 

formerly of Glama-Rama 
Mobile: 415-756-9158 
4102 19th St. (just off Castro) 
Shop: 415-255-9096 
www.JOESBARBERSHOP.com 


Not 25 anymore? 

You can still look great and feel your best! 
Mature bodies respond differently. 

My progressive, safe programs are 
designed with realistic expectations 
as the key to achieving your goals. 
And, you'll have fun, too! 

Martin Specter 

you every rep of the myl 

Certified Personal Trainer / Weight Manager 
Free Consultation Call 415-606-4695 or 
Email: TrainerMartin@SBCglobal.net 
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just a little off the top' 
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For real estate the 
Saner way, can 


Marilyn Saner 

Office: 415-731-5011 ext. 118 
Cell: 415-265-3809 __ 


215 West Portal Avenue ♦ San Francisco, CA 94127 




m 

J dignity 

I san francisccw 

1 LESBIAN, CAY, SISEXUAt & TRANSCENDED CATHOLICS-OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS 1 

December 24, 9:15pm 

Christmas Eve Mass 

The Nativity of the Lord 
with Dessert Potluck afterwards 

Ail are welcome! 


December 26, 5:30pm 

Feast of the Holy Family Mass 
We invite you to come and 
share in our tradition of the 

Committed Relationships Blessing 


1 Vw.Fnww.1 1329 SEVENTH AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94122 1 

1 PHONE 415 . 681 . 2*91 ♦ EMAIL DIGNITSF#PACB6LL.NET J 

I CBCjni ly ► www.cHgnitysanfranci8CO.org 


Soma Yoga 
with David Surke CMT 



Bare your self and your soul 
exploring yoga as play in 
a warm, healing environment 
with other connected men. 

In Soma Yoga you will discover 
new ways to come home 
into your body through expressive 
movement exercises and postures 
to enliven erotic potency. 

wmm Bodij 
[l T /l Electric 
1*4*5 School 

(510) 653-1594 
www.bodyeiectric.org 


Jan 11th, 16th, 25th, Feb 1st 2005 


Class series $80/Separately $25 











































Foodie? Why go downtown? 


We’re your new neighborhood source for 
fine cookware and gourmet ingredients 


(Cooks 

[Boulevard 


(415) 647-2665 
1309 Castro St. @ 24th 


RANDY-hwi 

SOWDER 

Buying or selling? Go with a real estate 
agent you can trust to look out for YOUR 
best interests. Serving all of San Francisco. 
Randy can make your dream of home 
ownership a reality. So why not call today! 


www.RandySowder.com 415.695.0552x109 
Z T. P “J. R Randy@RandySowder.com 




JOE CATANIA Certified Personal Trainer 


• Loose Fat 

• Tone & Build Muscle 

• Sculpt Your Physique 

• Have The Shape You Want 

• Get Strong 

• Improve Heart & Flexibility 

• Gift Certificates Available 

415.819.4544 

www.trainerjoe101.com 


IS MONEY RUNNING YOUR LIFE? 


- Individuals 

►•Couples 

► Small 
business 
owners 


Relax. You've just found your Finanswer. 
Master the practical and emotional realities 
of money. Finanswer is your personal 
finance partner, guiding you to clarity and 
confidence in spending, saving, earning, 
and enjoying money. 

FREE 20-minute 
initial consultation. 



FINANSWER LLC ► 3718 Grand Avenue, Suite 3, Oakland. CA 94610 
TEL 510.251.2061 www.myfinaftswer.com «*-. email: info@myflnahswer.com 


Not an investment or tax service © 2004 Finanswer LLC All rights reserved 


Thinking about Palm Springs? 

There's only one letter 
to remember. 



ZEPHYR 

REAL ESTATE 
PALM SPRINGS 
RANCHO MIRAGE 


760.323.3730 palm springs 
760.202.0860 rancho mirage 
zephyr-ps.com 


1199 East Ramon Road, Palm springs, CA 92264 
69-550 Highway 111. Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
Independently owned and operated 


News in brief 


compiled by Cynthia Laird 


Emperor, Empress 
nominations open 

The Imperial Council of San 
Francisco Inc. has announced that 
applications for next year’s Em¬ 
peror and Empress of San Fran¬ 
cisco are now being accepted. Ap¬ 
plications are available at Mar- 
lena’s bar, 488 Hayes Street in San 
Francisco, and online at www.im- 
perialcouncilsf.org. The 2005 
coronation takes place February 
19. 

Handbook on new DP law 

The National Center for Les¬ 
bian Rights and Equality Califor¬ 
nia have announced the release of 
a new publication intended to 


help same-sex couples understand 
the ramifications of the state’s new 
domestic partner law, AB205, 
which goes into effect January 1. 
Titled The New California Domes¬ 
tic Partnership Law (AB205): What 
It Means for You and Your Family, 
the handbook explains who can 
register as domestic partners, how 
to register, how to dissolve a part¬ 
nership, and what rights, benefits, 
protections, and responsibilities 
will be provided under the new 
law. The document is available 
online at www.nclrights.org. 

NCLR New Year’s party 

The National Center for Les¬ 
bian Rights will host “Dancin’ on 
Top of the World” Friday, Decem¬ 
ber 31 from 8:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. 
at The Carnelian Room, 555 Cali¬ 


fornia Street, 52nd floor, in San 
Francisco. Co-hosted by Bay Area 
Community of Women, the event 
is being billed as the city’s premier 
lesbian event to ring in the new 
year. There will be a “singles min¬ 
gle” party from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m. 
that includes speed dating. 

DJ Nica spins oldies, disco, 
dance, hip-hop and more for the 
dance party, which will feature 
gourmet hors d’oeuvres, desserts, 
party favors, and a champagne 
toast. The venue features sweeping 
views of San Francisco. 

Tickets are $100 each, although 
$25 volunteer discounts are avail¬ 
able. To purchase tickets, visit 
www.bacw.org. For more infor¬ 
mation, e-mail Mindy Bosker at 
mindyb@bacw.org. T 


Urban Forage closes amid controversy 

vendors claiming that restaurant Urban Forage owner Tanya 

leadership exploited progressive Einhorn, however, pointed out 
culture by marketing to socially that she was running a business, 
responsible customers, all while not a collective, 
treating their own employees “I disagree that I treat employ- 

poorly. ees poorly,” Einhorn told the 

According to a media release B.A.R. earlier this month. “I’m 
by the group, Urban Forage inten- simply not turning a profit. I did- 

tionally understaffed its restau- n’t set this up as a nonprofit busi- 
rants; ignored health and safety ness. It’s not a collective, and any- 
concerns of workers; and retaliat- body who works there signs on for 

ed against those who spoke out that. I don’t make any false 
against these conditions. The re- claims.” 

lease also said that many former But the business may have had 
workers originally stayed with the other things to worry about than a 
company because of their ideal- group of disgruntled people call- 
ized notions about a communal ing for a boycott. A negligence 
workplace with a global vision. page 18 ► 


MFA 

three letters that can change your life 

CURRENTLY REVIEWING PORTFOLIOS AND ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FOR THE SPRING 2005 SEMESTER 

EARN YOUR MASTER OF FINE ARTS DEGREE 

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES | ONLINE COURSES | STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITIES 

80% OF OUR GRADUATES HAVE FOUND CAREERS IN ART AND DESIGN 

COURSES OFFERED IN: ADVANCED ACTING | ADVERTISING | ANIMATION 
ARCHITECTURE | COMIC BOOK ILLUSTRATION | FASHION JOURNALISM 
FASHION & MERCHANDISING | CAME DESIGN | GRAPHIC DESIGN | IMPROV 
INDUSTRIAL DESIGN | INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE J MOTION PICTURES & TV 
MOVEMENT | NEW MEDIA | PAINTING | PHOTOGRAPHY | PRODUCT DESIGN 
SCULPTURE | SHAKESPEARE j VISUAL EFFECTS J VOICE | AND MORE... 

ACADEMYo/ART UNIVERSITY 

FOUNDED IN SAN FRANCISCO 1929 


1.800.544.ARTS | WWW.ACADEMYART.EDU 

79 NEW MONTGOMERY STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105 
NATIONALLY ACCREDITED BY ACICS, NASAD & FIDER (BFA-IAD) 



by Zak Szymanski 

T he phone lines ring without 
an answer, the Web site is 
down. Days after a coalition 
of former employees, contractors, 
and labor organizers made head¬ 
lines calling for a boycott of the 
raw food restaurant Urban For¬ 
age, all three locations of the busi¬ 
ness in the Fillmore, the Castro, 
and the Mission now appear to be 
closed. 

An article in the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter on December 9 detailed the 
accusations against Urban Forage, 
with former workers and unpaid 
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Lyon-Martin makes 
changes for the future 


by Zak Szymanski 


iiP hose wondering about the 

- apparent lack of activity at 

- Lyon-Martin Women’s 
Health Services should know that 
the organization is actually quite 
busy during its monthlong break 
from providing primary care to 
the public. The clinic stopped see¬ 
ing new patients and offering 
medical care about two weeks ago. 
It still provides case management 
and consultations to existing pa¬ 
tients. 

The clinic, located at 1748 
Market Street, is undergoing 
structural changes so that it can 
begin to see more patients more 
frequently, according to Doretha 
Williams-Flournoy, executive di¬ 
rector of Lyon-Martin, who added 
that the facility is looking to be 
operating in full swing again by 
early January. 

“We are getting ready to step 
up to the plate to provide more 
services and make it easier for 
people to get into the clinic,” 
Williams-Flournoy told the Bay 
Area Reporter. “We’re making 
changes so that people can have 
same-day access to care, and we’re 
recruiting new staff to be able to 
respond to the need.” 

The clinic is also re-energizing 
its lesbian-specific focus, she said, 
and was a part of last summer’s 
Sistahs Steppin’ in Pride in Oak¬ 
land and will host a “Healing Vil- 



Doretha Williams-Flournoy 


lage” at next year’s San Francisco 
LGBT Pride Festival. 

Lyon-Martin - named for les¬ 
bian pioneers Phyllis Lyon and 
Del Martin - was founded in 1979 
to respond to the specific health 
needs of lesbians. Annually, its ser¬ 
vices reach over 3,000 women and 
transgenders of all backgrounds 
who lack access to quality care. All 
patients are welcome regardless of 
their ability to pay. 

Never a wealthy institution, the 
clinic has experienced scares in 
past years over budget cuts; its an¬ 
nual budget is $1.2 million and 
the bulk of that comes from gov¬ 
ernmental funding. But this re¬ 
structuring is not one of those 


scares, said those who work close¬ 
ly with the organization. Nor has 
the clinic suddenly come into a 
cash windfall. The board is simply 
moving ahead with its plan to im¬ 
prove and expand services, with 
the idea that such a restructuring 
will actually save and raise money. 
Such a plan has been in the works 
for four years. 

“We keep struggling with idea 
that we have to have money in 
order to make things happen. But 
we couldn’t keep waiting for 
someone else to do this for us; we 
decided to start taking care of 
ourselves. Our board is respond¬ 
ing to the concerns of the com¬ 
munity and our donors are say¬ 
ing, ‘You know what’s best, go do 
if,” said Williams-Flournoy, who 
added that seeing more patients, 
ultimately, will bring in more 
money. “We had structural limita¬ 
tions to how we operated and so 
we needed to change. We had 90 
slots a month that were not being 
filled.” 

The clinic can also start to 
charge for services it was not able 
to in the past, as it begins to accept 
insurance for reimbursement of 
those fees. Normally, clients with 
insurance would go elsewhere or 
be charged a reduced rate based 
upon their income. The clinic was 
approved for PacifiCare health in¬ 
surance last year, and is looking to 
add on other third-party carriers 
as well. 
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"NO MORE 
HARRIED 
WEEKENDS. 


"Yield to your inner 
desire. Contact Advanced 
Laser Clinics,™ America's 
#1 source for Laser Hair 
Removal and Skin Renewal. 
Stop waxing and start 
enjoying...thanks to our 
unique Written Service 
Guarantee Packages. 

Call today for your free, 
no-obligation consultation. 
Pretty smooth, huh?" 


Hi 
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Mention this a* 
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Four convenient locations to serve you: 


San Mateo 
101 South San Mateo 
Drive, Suite 105 
San Mateo, CA 9440! 

Ph. 650.685.1001 
sanmateo @ advancedlajerclinia.com 


San Rafael 

1050 Northgate, Suite 
460 

San Rafael, CA 94903 
Ph. 415.507.0771 

sanrafae! @ advancedlaserclinics.com 


Walnut Creek 

130 La Casa Via, BLDG. 2, 

Suite 110 

Walnut Creek, CA 94598 
Ph. 925.934.1433 

walnutcreek @ advancedlaserclinics.com 


Sausalito 
302 Caledonia 
Sausalito, CA 94965 
Ph. 415.339.0242 

sausalito@advancedlaserclinia.com 
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San Francisco, CA 
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AS YOUR REALTORS 


TOP CALIBER. #1 agents in m Francisco’s top selling office. 
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Saint Agnes Church 
A Welcoming Parish 

Christmas Eve - Friday, December 24 
Liturgies of the Nativity of the Lord 
5 pm Children’s Liturgy 
with Children’s Choir and Instruments 


10 pm Christmas Vigil 
Christmas Carols with Choir and Brass 


Christmas Day ~ Saturday, December 25 

Liturgies of the Nativity of the Lord 
8:30 am with Carols 
10:30 am with Carols, Choir, and Brass 
There is no 4 pm Liturgy 


Feast of the Holy Family - Sunday, December 26 

Liturgies at 8:30 am and 10:30 am 
There is no 6 pm Liturgy 

1025 Masonic Avenue, San Francisco 
(415) 487- 8560 www.saintagnessf.com 
Parking is available in our Oak Street Lots. 


Inclusive + Diverse + Jesuit 
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Our wish list 


A s the holidays approach, we’d like to 
take this opportunity to pass along 
our wishes for the two major politi¬ 
cal parties. 

The Democrats 

We wish the Democrats had the back¬ 
bone to stand for full equality. 

After presidential candidate John Kerry 
locked up influential early endorsements 
from gay rights groups and media outlets 
(including this paper), he totally caved on 
same-sex marriage and truly lived up to his 
flip-flopping reputation. He was for equal 
rights, but not marriage. He supported var¬ 
ious state constitutional amendments ban¬ 
ning same-sex marriage, and then opposed 
some when he learned they would affect do¬ 
mestic partnership and other second-class 
rights for gay and lesbian couples negatively. 

Democratic Senate and House members 
were of virtually no help to equality advo¬ 
cates, and in some cases (read: Senator Di¬ 
anne Feinstein and Congressman Barney 
Frank) lashed out at progressive members 
of the party like San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsom, who briefly allowed same-sex 
couples to wed. In short, the recent election 
cycle saw most Democrats running for 
cover and ducking the issue. 

Now, as the party of the working class 
and disenfranchised Americans heads into 
the new year, it faces a true test of relevancy: 
the selection of a new national party leader. 
Early indications are that party leaders will 
do anything to prevent former Vermont 
Governor Howard Dean from assuming 
that duty, even as he is hands down the best 
person for the Job. Dean’s presidential cam¬ 
paign, when it was at its best last year, had a 
message and Dean had a vision for America. 
He stridently talked about his work not only 
balancing a state budget and providing 
health insurance to children, but of the need 
for equality for all. And he could talk the 
talk, because he signed the nation’s first civil 
union law. Dean did not back down from 
discussing LGBT issues during the pri¬ 
maries and was a welcome relief to the Belt¬ 
way’s politics-as-usual. 

Don’t Democrats realize that the best 
person to head the party is someone who 
has a voice, and is not afraid to use it? We’re 


tired of the same old dance around the issue 
of fairness, and we suspect a lot of people, 
even some in the so-called red states, are 
too. People want honesty and conviction in 
their leaders. Kerry brought neither to his 
presidential campaign and instead project¬ 
ed confusion. He never could articulate why 
he wanted to be president. In con¬ 
trast, Dean’s mantra of “taking our 
country back” was clear, concise, 
and refreshing. 

If the Democrats want to re¬ 
gain seats in the 2006 off-year 
elections, the party needs to look to 
an enthusiastic leader who can build on 
grassroots organizing and 
fundraising. Dean is that De¬ 
mocrat. 

The Republicans 

We wish the Republicans would end 
their hypocrisy. 

There are so many closeted gay GOPers in 
high levels of government that if they all 
came out, the party would have no choice but 
to embrace equal rights. We suspect that as 
the battle over same-sex marriage heats up in 


Congress (and it will, with solid Republican 
majorities in both houses), some gay activists 
will continue their “outing” campaigns. This 
past year saw a couple congressmen outed 
and rumors are swirling about the new chair 
of the Republican National Committee. How 
these closet cases sleep at night is something 
we don’t understand. How gay congression¬ 
al staffers can watch their bosses evis¬ 
cerate us over the airwaves and during 
congressional debates is beyond com¬ 
prehension. 

Right now, both President Bush 
and Vice President Cheney are on 
record as supporting states’ rights 
^ governing same-sex relation¬ 
ships; and the president went 
so far as to support civil 
unions in comments made just 
before the election. Rather than 
mere lip service, gay GOPers, who are work¬ 
ing for change within the party, need to in¬ 
crease their efforts at persuading the party 
to back off its homophobic platform and to 
embrace equal rights for everyone. The gov¬ 
ernment doesn’t need to be in our bed¬ 
rooms, and the Republicans know it. T 




Strong leadership at 


by Scott Wiener and Amy Errett 


T he November 2 election and its after- 
math have been challenging for our 
community. Between the re-election 
of George Bush, the passage of anti-LGBT 
ballot measures, and the blame directed at 
us for John Kerry’s loss, we find ourselves 
playing defense. We at the Human Rights 
Campaign intend to change that dynamic. 
At the national, state, and local levels, HRC 
will play a proactive and collaborative role 
to move the nation toward full equality for 
LGBT people. HRC will continue to be the 
key LGBT player on Capitol Hill, will push 
for full relationship equality, will fight the 
Federal Marriage Amendment, will spend 
millions of dollars to elect fair-minded offi¬ 
cials, and will build a premier field opera¬ 
tion for future elections. HRC will also 
focus, like never before, on taking back reli¬ 
gion from the radical right. 

Unfortunately, several erroneous percep¬ 
tions have developed about where HRC is 
heading as an organization. We wish to ad¬ 
dress those misperceptions. 

Cheryl Jacques’s departure had nothing 
to do with marriage or the election. Jacques 
resigned from HRC because of purely inter¬ 
nal management disagreements. It just did¬ 
n’t work out. Jacques’s departure had noth¬ 
ing to do with the election or with anyone’s 
views on marriage. The board and Jacques, 
in fact, agreed about the need for marriage 
equality. Certain individuals have spread the 
false rumor that Jacques left because of dif¬ 
ferences with the board over marriage. This 
rumor is baseless. 

HRC has supported and will continue to 
support full marriage equality. In places like 
California and Massachusetts, where mar¬ 


riage is an achievable short-term objective, 
we will join with organizations like Equali¬ 
ty California to push for marriage. In states 
where marriage is a longer-term achievable 
goal, but not realistic short-term, it may 
make sense to push for civil unions now and 
then achieve marriage later. In places where 
neither marriage nor civil unions are 
achievable at the moment, it may make 
sense to pursue short-term goals like hospi¬ 
tal visitation rights. None of this changes 
the strategic goal: marriage everywhere 
for everyone. We simply need to be 
smart and context-specific about 
our short-term tactics. 

HRC does not support privati¬ 
zation of Social Security. For some 
time, HRC has focused on the sig¬ 
nificant inequities facing LGBT se¬ 
niors who receive Social 
Security. Whereas straight 
couples have Social Secu¬ 
rity survivorship rights, 

LGBT couples do not have those rights. This 
unfair distinction can be devastating to low- 
income LGBT seniors, and HRC is commit¬ 
ted to eliminating it. If Congress undertakes 
an overhaul of Social Security, HRC will 
represent our community to ensure that our 
needs are considered. That does not mean 
that HRC supports privatization. We simply 
want our community to have a seat at the 
table when the conversation about Social 
Security occurs. 

HRC works closely with and supports 
state and local organizations. HRC spends 
more than 20 percent of its budget on state- 
level activities. HRC’s political action com¬ 
mittee distributes millions of dollars to can¬ 
didates around the country. HRC sends lob¬ 
byists and organizers to support state orga¬ 
nizations’ efforts. HRC gives out hundreds 


HRC 

of thousands of dollars in “equality grants” 
to state and local LGBT organizations, in¬ 
cluding our own Equality California. HRC 
contributed more than $1 million to the 
campaigns against anti-LGBT state ballot 
measures this year. In Massachusetts, which 
faced a battle to preserve gay marriage with¬ 
out a statewide organization to lead the 
fight, HRC was instrumental in creating 
Massachusetts Equality, the umbrella orga¬ 
nization that spearheaded the successful ef¬ 
fort to preserve marriage. 

Our community must continue to have a 
strong national LGBT organization. In light 
of the right-wing environment in 
our nation’s capital, some have 
suggested that we may not need 
a large national LGBT organiza¬ 
tion. This suggestion could not 
be more wrong. The 
worst and most defeatist 
thing that our communi¬ 
ty could do now would be 
to pull back from having a strong presence 
on the national level. Our enemies have na¬ 
tional organizations with a combined an¬ 
nual budget of $250 million. National LGBT 
organizations, by contrast, have a combined 
annual budget of $50 million. We must 
strengthen, not weaken, our national orga¬ 
nizations. Yes, it is important for our com¬ 
munity to have strong state and local orga¬ 
nizations. But, if we lack strength in Wash¬ 
ington, many of those state and local efforts 
will be for naught. HRC’s role is more im¬ 
portant now than ever before. T 


San Francisco residents Scott Wiener 
and Amy Errett are members of the 
Human Rights Campaign’s national 
board of directors. 
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The passion of the theater 

On Saturday afternoon, December 18, a large 
crowd confronts the embattled Castro Theatre, 
spilling into the street, partially blocking traffic. Who 
in Kansas would believe “Califilmians” could care so 
much about movies? If only civil liberties would excite 
such enthusiasm. 

Tortuga Bi Liberty 
San Francisco 

Thanks from TARC 

On behalf of our clients and volunteers, I’d like to 
thank Wayne Friday for choosing the Tenderloin 
AIDS Resource Center for his special holiday appeal 
“A Special Holiday Request” [“Democrats look for new 
leadership,” Our Man Friday, December 16]. We are ex¬ 
tremely grateful for his endorsement of our work to 
lessen the impact of HIV/AIDS and homelessness in 
the Tenderloin. 

While TARC is always in need of donations, fortu¬ 
nately, we are in a financially healthy state and as a 
point of clarification, to avoid any confusion among 
your readers, we are nowhere near closing our doors. 
In fact, we have doubled our program capacity since 
2001 and currently provide services to the Tenderloin 
community seven days a week. However, along with 
our increased capacity, greater needs emerge and our 
budget simply can’t support the increase in the de¬ 
mand for services. TARC has seen a 274 percent in¬ 
crease in its client caseload since 2001. By the end of 
this year we will have had 6,000 residents accessing 
services, of which 1,200 are living with HIV and in 
need of our care. Almost 300 of the residents living 
with HIV are new to TARC in 2004. This is in part due 
to our ability to expand services to include weekends. 

I also wanted to take this opportunity to say that it 
is very heartening and encouraging to see one of the 
eminent LGBT community newspapers once again 
shine a light on the needs of the most vulnerable 
among us. As a community, we cannot forget that 
since 2002 the Tenderloin has surpassed the Castro as 
the neighborhood with the largest number of new 
AIDS cases diagnosed in the city each year and many 
of these cases are comprised of a dispro¬ 
portionate number of our homeless and 
impoverished gay, bisexual and transgen¬ 
der sisters and brothers. 

From everyone at TARC, thank you for 
you kindness and support. 

Tracy L. Brown, Executive Director 
Tenderloin AIDS Resource Center 

Cheers to Huestis 

Marc Huestis outdid himself with “A Judy Garland 
Christmas” December 17, a holiday treat that even he 
may not be able to top. But the fans who packed the 
Castro Theatre to see Margaret O’Brien and watch 
Meet Me in St. Louis aren’t the only ones smiling. The 
evening was a benefit for The Family Link (www.the- 
familylink.com), whose clients receive services all year 
long. 

Thanks to support from friends like Marc, the Im¬ 
perial Council, the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, 
and others, we are now entering our 20th year of giv¬ 
ing hospitality and respite to families visiting loved 
ones with AIDS and other life-threatening illnesses 
and trauma - all without any government funding. 
We couldn’t do it without them and everyone who 
supports their work. 

Denis Wade 
Vice President, Board of Directors 
The Family Link 

Cheers from Sachet 

Thank you to the many people who made Donna 
Sachet’s 12th annual “Songs of the Season” such an 
incredible success. A stellar cast of local and national¬ 
ly known performers sang in the holiday season on 
Sunday and Monday, December 5 and 6, at the Em¬ 
pire Plush Room and the generosity of the audience 
made it possible for over $15,000 to go to the SF AIDS 
Emergency Fund. 

Special thanks go out to this year’s benefactors, in¬ 
cluding Lucius Conrad, Fitz Fleming, Daddy’s bar, 
The Edge, Mike Floyd and Dean Carrico, Dave Morey, 
Joe Granese, Werner Tillinger, Community Thrift 
Store, Assemblyman Mark Leno, Empress Marlena, 
Empress Suzie Wong, Todd Jackman, Russell Kass- 
man, and Brenda Barnette and Marguerite Judson. 
This year’s show was fittingly dedicated to the mem¬ 
ory of Bob Ross, longtime supporter of the event, and 
could never have progressed so flawlessly without the 
organizational skills of Richard Sablatura and the en¬ 
couragement of Bob Brunson. Thank you to the com¬ 
munity that is always there for me! 

Donna Sachet 
San Francisco 

Dump Tina 

Over the years San Francisco has engaged in edu¬ 
cational and awareness campaigns about crystal meth 
use. “Dump Tina” is a new campaign and is a bit dif¬ 
ferent from educational Web sites and billboards. By 
wearing a “Dump Tina” button gay men can take a 



stand and make a simple and powerful personal state¬ 
ment. 

It is a dynamic way to affect change one man at a 
time. By dumping Tina we are not dumping our gay 
brothers who are caught in Tina’s grip. Instead, we are 
saying crystal meth is not a recreational drug, and 
we’ve had enough of the devastations and wasted lives 
of bright and talented gay men. So, wear a button and 
tell Tina she is no longer welcome in our communi¬ 
ty- 

Francis Salmeri 
San Francisco 

Thanks for support 

As the hosts and organizing committee for the De¬ 
cember 11 fundraising benefit “Hickory Holidays 
2004 Salutes Raising Colors,” we would like to take 
this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the local 
community for its generous support. Through indi¬ 
vidual donations, commercial support, cocktail party 
attendance receipts, and silent auction, we were able 
to contribute over $18,000 to the Raising Colors or¬ 
ganization. We would also like to thank the San Fran¬ 
cisco Pride Organization and Teddy Witherington for 
invaluable guidance and support in this initial fund 
raising endeavor. 

The funds raised will help achieve our goal of es¬ 
tablishing a stable financial base to sustain the annu¬ 
al June Pride month display of rainbow flags along 
Market Street. For the past 21 years, Raising Colors 
has mounted this spectacular display of 320 six by ten 
foot rainbow flags from the Embarcadero to the Cas¬ 
tro. If you are like most San Franciscans, you may have 
thought that the city of San Francisco was responsible 
for this display. Now you know! We hope to continue 
our annual rainbow flag project for years to come, as 
a symbol of the pride we all share in our community 
and as an inspiration to all those from around the 
world who experience this event. 

For additional information about Raising Colors 
or to donate to this project, please contact us at our 
Web site: www.raisingcolors.com. 

Carl Hack and Jeff Mauk, Benefit Hosts 
Clyde Wildes, Raising Colors Founder 
f Daniel Healy and Michael Ackerman, 
Benefit Co-chairs 

The jackass party 

Post mortems on the November 
elections fail to see past the hoopla and 
lies of the two parties and thus don’t 
address the real political questions fac¬ 
ing our community. 

The problem is that some people project their pol¬ 
itics onto the Democrats and confuse the members 
and supporters with the leaders of the Democratic 
Party. Those are very different kinds of people - they 
are as unalike as disoriented victims and jackasses can 
be. This is analogous to projecting one’s emotions on 
someone not quite so in love. Beware the fall. 

Democrats certainly want gay votes, and will 
promise anything to get them, but in reality our agen¬ 
da isn’t something they’d ever work up a sweat over. 
On the contrary, they’re characterized by duplicity 
and deceit. For 200 years they’ve promised everything 
but delivered only for themselves and the rich. 

In spite of Stonewall daydreams and HRC perfidy, 
and of their promises, the work done for them and 
money given them, the leaders of the jackass party are 
not our allies - quite the opposite. Clinton and the con¬ 
gressional jackasses approved “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
and led the effort to put the first national antigay mar¬ 
riage law on the books. John Kerry caved on gay mar¬ 
riage, paving the way for state antigay marriage laws. 
In Michigan, Governor Jennifer Granholm happily be¬ 
trayed us to the bigots, taking back state benefits from 
gay families. That’s shoddy, hypocritical, and cowardly, 
but hey, they’re jackasses, what did you expect? 

The truth is that the Republicans unashamedly 
hate us, while Democrats put an arm around us, call 
us friend, and only later comes the trip to the ER to 
treat those stab wounds in the back. 

Even now the jackasses talk about having gone too 
far in supporting gays, and say over-identification 
with us is the kiss of death. In our own ranks fear has 
set in because of the passage of antigay marriage acts 
in several states. 

Secondly, and not downplaying the danger of the 
Christian right wing, we’ve made remarkable progress 
in changing laws and how people view us. Not be¬ 
cause we’ve been timid, but because we’ve fought for 
decades - on the job, in school, in the armed forces, in 
the courts, and in demonstrations big and small. 

We need to vote for our supporters, not our be¬ 
trayers or our enemies. We need to vote for commu¬ 
nist or socialist candidates who support us and we 
need to back efforts to create a labor party in the U.S., 
like Canada’s NDP or the English Labor Party. A party 
like that could unite all the groups now wasting their 
votes between Tweedledum and Tweedledee and pro¬ 
vide some real progress for a change. And, let’s face it, 
not having to vote for evil, even a lesser evil, would 
feel so good. 

Bill Perdue 
Las Vegas, Nevada 




You’ve opened all your presents and 
played with .ill your royo. Dinner 
was great and you haw celebrated 
with family and friends. 

How, why not spend some time 
celebrating what all this was about? 


Church of St. Savior 

Sunday Eucharist 
5;30 PM 

Healing Service/Celtic Night 
Prayer 

7:30 PM the Second 
Tuesday of the Month 

rich liturgy, progressive theology, 
inclusive community 

www.stsavior.ofq 

415-452-3110 


Come Celebrate 
Christmas with usf 

Christmas Day 
Bucbariet 

5**30 PM 

(Meeting at St. Francis Lutheran Church, 
152 Church St across from the Market St 
Safeway) 


. • Medical Malpractice 

■T 

h* *** * ^ lscnm,nat ' on 

I • Wills & Estate Planning 

fOLF 
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Bf FREE ,NITIAL CONSULTATION 

m Km 

I Boone Callaway 

Carl Wolf 

785 Market Street, Suite 1 150 

415.541.0300 
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Hi 


Affordable Bankruptcy 

Richard LaCava. Attorney at Law 

Free Consultations 

@SIChapter 7 & 13 Bankruptcy 

§j Evening & Weekend Appointments Available 
M Convenient Mission/Castro Office 

Call 415. 282. 8960 



Tuan Anh Duong, M.D. 
Board Certified, Internal Medicine 


Fog C|TY 

Medical 

Clinic 

1489 WEBSTER STREET, SUITE 200 
San Francisco, California 94115 

INFO@FOCCITYHEDICAL.COM 

WWW.FOCCITYMEDICAL.COM 

415.775.5700 
Plenty of free parking 


* HIV Positive? 

* Currently on HIV meds or offered 
meds & chose not to take them? 

If you are between the ages 12 and 24 
and answer yes to either question, 

you can MAKE MONEY byjd 
participating in research, 

Call Bethany to see if you qualify at 

415 - 297-7733 




WALLBEDS 

and space saving furniture 


VISIT OUR NEW FACTORY SHOWROOM 
1355 Fitzgerald Avenue, San Francisco - Open Mon-Sat 10-5 
Call for Directions/Free Brochure - (415) 822-0184 


Patented 
Wallbed System 

• No Bolting to the Floor 
• All Sizes Available 


ALSO: 

• Platform Storage Beds 
• Closet Systems 
• Armoires 
• Home Office 
. Dressers 


ALL WOOD 
No Particle Board 
• Birch • Maple • Oak 
• Cherry • Teak • Walnut 


Platform Storage Beds from $349 
Wallbeds from $1,299 
Wallbed Groups (as shown) from $2,699 


A season for giving 



by Gwendolyn Ann Smith 


T hey say the holidays are the 
season of giving, yet many 
transfolks will go wanting 
this year. 

For many, the holidays mean 
that old wounds surrounding the 
loss of family and friends are 
opened once more, or we end up 
with those in our life who - while 
not totally turning away from us - 
still refuse to accept who and what 
we are. 

There are worse troubles. For 
some transgender folks, the holi¬ 
day season will be spent in a 
homeless shelter, or with the barest 
of holiday cheer. Our younger 
members may have been turned 
out of their homes, while others 
might be struggling through job¬ 
lessness brought upon them 
thanks to their gender identity 
or expression. They may be 
left to live on the streets of 
this and other cities, and for 
them there may be no hol¬ 
iday to celebrate. 

Things can be worse 
still. This will be 
the third year 
that Gwen Arau¬ 
jo will not cele¬ 
brate the holidays with her fami¬ 
ly. Not in body, anyway. There are 
many others who, like Gwen, will 
never see the holiday season again. 

It is a pretty bleak picture to 
paint during a holiday typically 
associated with hope and joy. I 
apologize, but it is also reality. 
These aren’t things happening in 
some far-off place - but right 
here, in our own back yards. 

This year, while I struggle 
through this so-called economic 
recovery, I can take comfort 
knowing that I have a roof over 
my head, food in my stomach, and 
even a few presents to give this 
Yule. It has not always been the 
case. 

I’ve lived though some tough 
times. One year the only thing I 
had to mark the season was a sick¬ 
ly pine tree, gained for free from a 
nearby “big box” store. I had a 
roof over my head, but my hold 
on that was scant at best. I had no 
family to speak of that holiday 
season. Indeed, it was one of the 
lowest points in my life. 

I would not have made it 
through that time, I suspect, with¬ 
out the support of others. I had 
some good friends who helped me 
to pay my rent and utilities. I had 
others who did what they could 
just to help keep my spirits up. 


That spring, 

things turned 

around for me, but 
that was a winter I 
could not have sur¬ 
vived without the 
gifts of others. 

That is why I 
painted such a bleak 
picture at the begin¬ 
ning of this missive. 

You may be doing 
well this holiday sea¬ 
son, and life may be 
pretty good. I cer¬ 
tainly hope that it is, 
trust me. 

As the world has 
largely become more 
accepting of transgender people - 
certain religious right organiza¬ 
tions aside - more of us are not 
facing joblessness and homeless¬ 
ness as we once did. For some of 
us out there, we may even be 
lucky enough to have an 
employer whose health 
benefits will cover all or 
part of whatever we may 
need to feel comfortable 
with ourselves. If you are 
one of these 
folks, please 
take a moment 
to count your 
lucky stars this holiday season. Yet, 
after you do so, consider those less 
fortunate. 

I not asking you to do much. If 
you happen to know of any trans¬ 
gender folks who are in need, lend 
them a hand. Give a little so that 
they may make it by. A few dollars 
can always help - but so can a 
warm meal, a good coat or blan¬ 
ket for those out on the street, or 
just a few kind words of encour¬ 
agement if that is all you can 
spare. We are, after all, a commu¬ 
nity - and we need to take care of 
our own. 

You can also look at giving on a 
large scale. Consider some of the 
transgender organizations out 
there. They are doing what they 
can to make things a little better. 
Perhaps you can send in a mem¬ 
bership or a donation to some of 
the many fine groups working for 
you and those like you. 

The National Center for Trans¬ 
gender Equality, Female To Male 
International, the International 
Foundation for Gender Educa¬ 
tion, Gender Education and Ad¬ 
vocacy, and the National Trans¬ 
gender Advocacy Coalition are 
just four groups that come to 
mind. They are all working to bet¬ 
ter our place in this society, and 
are worthy of your donation. I’d 


also suggest you further the work 
of projects like the Transgender 
Law Center or my own Remem¬ 
bering Our Dead project - or any 
other local transgender organiza¬ 
tion you feel like supporting. 

I mentioned Gwen Araujo 
above, and I would be remiss in 
not mentioning the Gwen Araujo 
Memorial Fund for Transgender 
Education, which is administered 
via the Horizons Foundation. 

You don’t have to restrict gifts 
to trans organizations. The larger 
LGBT rights organizations are 
also working for transgender 
folks. Consider the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force, the Gay 
and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation, Parents and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays, or some of 
the many other groups out there. 
All of the above can be found on 
the Internet. 

Giving can be anything you 
want it to be. You may not be in a 
position where you have much to 
give monetarily - but consider 
giving of your time. Most trans 
groups always need a helping 
hand from time to time, and 
maybe you can bring something 
to the table they’ve not had before. 

You can even just give a smile, 
a handshake, a hug. Just show 
someone out there that you care. 
When I was facing my biggest 
challenges, it was knowing that I 
wasn’t alone that helped keep me 
going. 

They say the holidays are the 
season of giving - so let’s give. ▼ 


Gwen Smith believes in full 
disclosure, and is part of 
Gender Education and 
Advocacy and the founder of 
the Remembering Our Dead 
project. You can find her on the 
World Wide Web at 
www.gwensmith.com. 




Warm coats for the holidays 


F rom left, Joel Lopez, Tate Alexander Riley, and Ben Schaeffer don warm coats donated by Out of the 
Closet thrift store Saturday, December 18. Assemblyman Mark Leno (D-San Francisco) helped spear¬ 
head the holiday coat drive for homeless and needy queer youth, with assistance from the LGBT Com¬ 
munity Center and the Lavender Youth Recreation and Information Center. Clothing donations are wel¬ 
come at Out of the Closet, which has three locations in San Francisco and a store in Berkeley. For more in¬ 
formation, visit www.aidshealth.org.otc. 
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Bush is set to 
reconstruct high court 


by Wayne Friday 


| t might have been different - a 
win in Ohio for Democrat 
John Kerry instead of 
George W. Bush taking the state 
and its 20 electoral votes would 
have made Kerry the president¬ 
elect. Instead, Bush took Ohio by 
less than 120,000 votes out of 5.6 
million cast in that state and now 
gets to pack the U.S. Supreme 
Court for at least a generation. 
The process is reportedly well 
under way at the White House, 
even before Bush takes the oath of 
his second term. 

With all but one of the current 
U.S. Supreme Court justices 
(Clarence Thomas) older than 
65, and with Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist reportedly so ill that 
he will retire soon after he swears 
in Bush next month, the president 
likely will appoint another arch¬ 
conservative, antigay, abortion foe 
to replace Rehnquist, so that 
won’t change the court 
much, but it is the expect¬ 
ed next two vacancies - 
John Paul Stevens, 84, 
and Sandra Day O’Con¬ 
nor, 74 - that would 
seriously alter the high 
court’s stance on a 
number of 
cases where the 
current court 
voted 5-4, like 
last year’s decision upholding 
some affirmative action. 

It is all but certain that Bush 
will have at least three justices to 
appoint during his second term - 
probably sooner rather than later 
- and his expected conservative 
appointees will most certainly 
change the high court’s stance on 
issues like abortion, gay rights, af¬ 
firmative action, the role of reli¬ 
gion in public life, and many oth- 
, ers. The two most conservative 
justices on the court - once Rehn¬ 
quist is gone - are Thomas and 
Antonin Scalia, both of whom 
have long fought Roe v. Wade, the 
abortion rights decision, and bit¬ 
terly opposed the court’s 6-3 gay 
rights decision last year. Scalia and 
Thomas, the two who Bush has 
publicly said he most admires, 
have etched out a very ambitious 
conservative agenda in their dis¬ 
sents, an agenda that would most 
certainly curtail economic regula¬ 
tion, severely diminish limits on 
private property use, and elimi¬ 
nate congressional authority over 
the states, to name a few. 

The only slight hope Ameri¬ 
cans have of Bush not packing the 
U.S. Supreme Court rests with the 
fact that Democrats, while in a dis¬ 
tinct minority in the Senate, can 
still muster a filibuster against any 
nominee. It still requires 60 votes 
in the Senate to cut off a filibuster 
and a Democratic member of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee said 
last week that Democrats had been 
assured of support from moderate 
Republicans if Bush attempts to 
name a hardliner like Thomas or 
Scalia to the high court. 

There are other problems as 
well. If either O’Connor, who has 
battled cancer in the past and has 
said she wants to quit, or perhaps 
Anthony Kennedy - two conser¬ 
vatives who have nevertheless 
backed abortion and gay rights - 
should resign, the Bush White 
House will fight like hell to pres¬ 
sure Senator Arlen Specter (R- 
Pennsylvania), the new chair of the 



Chief Justice William Rehnquist 


Senate Judiciary Committee, to 
allow ultra-conservatives to be 
confirmed to the high court. Sen¬ 
ator Charles Schumer (D-New 
York) warned this week that De¬ 
mocrats would not back down and 
would indeed turn to the filibuster 
if necessary on nominees to the 
Supreme Court. “Our hope is that 
the president will nominate people 
in the mainstream, whether to the 
right of center, or the left of center, 
and work with us in get¬ 
ting that kind of jus¬ 
tice,” Schumer said, “as 
long as there’s a view 
that they would in¬ 
terpret the law and 
not try to make it be 
an ideologue.” 

Chief Justice Rehn- 
quist’s resig¬ 
nation along 
with another 
resignation, 
thereby allowing for the appoint¬ 
ment of a second conservative 
abortion foe, would give the anti¬ 
abortion, antigay Scalia and 
Thomas just what they need to 
alter the high court for decades. It 
doesn’t look good. 

Politics and people 

District 3 Supervisor Aaron 
Peskin is set to become the new 
president of the Board of Supervi¬ 
sors next month, and he’s one of 
the smartest, hardest-working 
people on that body; outgoing 
President Matt Gonzalez’s calm 
soft-spoken demeanor will be 
missed, however. 

Reveille for Rummy? With calls 
for Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld’s resignation starting 
to come from numerous GOP 
Senate members, as well as a num¬ 
ber of Democrats, many in Wash¬ 
ington feel that despite the fact 
President Bush admires him, 
Rumsfeld is on his way out at the 
Pentagon. When Arizona Senator 
John McCain, already off and 
running for the 2008 GOP nomi¬ 
nation, says that while he appreci¬ 
ates that the president “can have 
the team that he wants around 
him ... I have no confidence in 
Rumsfeld,” well, you can start 
counting the weeks. 

I’m not certain, but by the time 
you read this we just might have 
learned which party won the gov¬ 
ernor’s race in Washington state. 
The Republicans convinced a 
judge last week to block officials 
from counting several hundred 
newly-discovered, uncounted bal¬ 
lots in heavily-Democratic King 
County (Seattle), despite the fact 
that the Republican nominee, 
Dino Rossi, was leading Democ¬ 
rat Christine Gregoire by a mere 
43 votes. Democrats were headed 
to the Washington state Supreme 
Court at my deadline. 

Happy holidays 

I hardly saw it go by, but it is 
that time of the year when I really 


want to wish the best of the holiday 
season to many people who appear 
in this column during the year (and 
some who don’t) but all of whom I 
wish the happiest and healthiest of 
holidays for - people like Dennis & 
Anne Herrera; Kamala Harris; 
Gavin Newsom 8c Kimberly Guil- 
foyle Newsom; Dennis Collins; 
Mick Ridolfi; Mike Hennessey; 
Joe Caruso; Connie O’Connor; 
Morgan Gorrono 8c Jonathan 
Chiu; Mark Leno; Carole Migden 
& Cris Arguedas; Robert Ortega; 
Jack Davis 8c Don Canady; Con¬ 
nie Perry; Ron Huberman; Cecil 
Williams 8c Jan Mirikitani; Bob 
Hartnagel; Tom Horn & Caesar 
Alexander; Anna Damiani; Greg 
Holland 8c Tracy Brown; Jim 
Dewey; Bevan Dufty; Ken Irvine; 
Aaron Peskin; Dianne Feinstein 
8c Richard Blum; Chuck Lim- 
bert; Rod McKuen; Michael O’¬ 
Malley; Jose Cisneros 8c Mark 
Kelleher; Les Natali 8c the staff at 
Badlands; Shawn Hassler; Kay 
Tsenin; Rebecca Prozan; Jeff 
Sheehy; Carolene Marks; Jeff 
Adachi; Chuck Haines 8c Duncan 
Fox; Warren Hinckle 8c Linda 
Corso; Bruce Vilanch; Ellen 
Chaitin 8c V. Roy Lefcourt; 
Steve Cox; the staff at The Mix on 
18th Street; Richard Walters; 
John Laird; Bob Golovich, 
Sharon McNight; Marc Huestis; 
Matthew Rothschild; Ted Fang 
8c Tony; Greta Grass; Mindy 
Pengel; Kevin McCarthy 8c 
David; Hank Plante; Don Rogers 
8c the gang at Ginger’s Trois; Ed 
Petrillo 8c Eric Johnson; Phil 
Matier; Nancy 8c Paul Pelosi; 
Andy Ross; Jeff and the Twin 
Peaks staff; Jim Rivaldo; Richard, 
Mario, and the staff at the Metro; 
Dick Deemer 8c Ramon; Paul 
Melbostad; the wonderful Mar¬ 
ietta and the staff at Marlena’s; 
Dan Nicoletta; Ron Ross; Duke 
Smith; Mike Polansky; Lea 
Militello; Joe Bannon; Fiona Ma; 
Arlo Smith; Jane Howell; Tom 
Ammiano; Katherine Feinstein 
8c Rick Mariano; Jon Kouba; An¬ 
gelo Quaranta 8c Pamela 
Berman; Bob Sykes; Mabel 
Teng; Steve Kawa; Lawrence 
Wong; Milton Marks; Susan 
Leal; Bart Dryer; Steven Under¬ 
hill; Nick Mills; Marge Poscher; 
the great staff at Daddy’s bar on 
Castro; Bruce Pettit; Mike Sulli¬ 
van; Chris Bowman; Barbara 
Taylor; Joe, Dolores 8c the gang at 
Aunt Charley’s; Sophie Maxwell; 
Kriss Worthington; Randy Al¬ 
fred; Matt Gonzalez; Frank Jor¬ 
dan 8c Wendy Paskin; Hank Wil¬ 
son; Douglas Graves; Louise & 
Paul Renne; Frederick Hobson; 
Leslie Katz; John McCullum; 
Bryan James; Mitch Katz; Clint 
8c Janet Reilly; Frank Robinson; 
Art Torres; Rink; Dave Tussey; 
Greg Flores 8c Michael; Allen 
White; Keith Lesnick; Jack 
“Irene” McGowan; Steven 
Rascher; Lillian Sing; Tom 
Soucie; Michael Weiss; Peter 
Nardoza; Angela Alioto; Jay 
Noonan; Heather Fong; Bill 
Barnes; Greg Bronstein; Eileen 
Hirst; Sean Elsbernd; John 
Newmeyer; Wade Crowfoot; 
Michela Alioto-Pier; Ken Allison 
8c Duffy; and so many others I 
can’t remember at the moment 
who have made my year (but I’ll 
surely hear about it later) - but es¬ 
pecially to Cynthia, Mike, David, 
Elsa and the rest of the always 
loyal staff at the Bay Area Reporter. 
Happy, healthy, holidays one and 
all, and, thanks. T 




Kevin H. Avila, MFT 

415-820.3941 

Private Practice Psychotherapist working in The Castro 
District. 1 provide individual and couples counseling. I 
facilitate 2 long-term gay mens therapy groups. I can 
support you to work through a wide range of issues 
including: Depression, Anxiety, Sexual Obsessive-Compulsivity, 
Substance Use/Abuse, Body Image, HIV/AIDS issues, Integrity 
in Relationships, Isolation and many others. 

(MFC«394I3) 



Uel dendel 

handle /// 

Dan Hendel 

Top Producer-President's Elite; 
Top 4% Internationally 

( 415 ) 338-0221 

danhendel@aol.com 

Thank you for the business & the referrals! 



Aesthetic Enhancement 
Medical Clinic 

• Laser Hair Removal • Endermologie™ 

• Microdermabrasion • Facials/Peels 

• Sculptra w - Facial Filler 

Ken Mauldin, RN 

Jeannie Wong, Clinical Esthetician 
415-567-1791 

1700 California St., Suite 500 


How much is enough? 

You've saved a nest egg. You hope ifs enough. But how can you 
be sure? 


At American Express we can offer you financial advice on 
investment strategies, tax planning, estate planning and more to 
help you reach your goals. Get the insight you need to make 
smarter decisions. So you can take control of your future. 


Brandon J. Miller, CFP® 

44 Montgomery St., #4210 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Lie: CA 0C88907 
(415) 623-2454 
brandon.j.miller@aexp.com 


Alberta, Jordan, Miller & Associates, A financial advisory practice of 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. Member NASD. American Express 
Company is separate from American Express Financial Advisors Inc. and is not 
a broker-dealer. 

© 1998-2(X>2 American Express Financial Corporation. AH rights reserved. 2/02 



i bankruptcy 

LAW OFFICE 

iOMAS R. BURNS l 

m relief -keep your property 

min ATE OR CONSOLIDATE ALL DEBTS 

Offer ,eg Personal Attention & A PosUiveA pproach 

FR£ E telephone consultation 

CALL FOR A FRESH START 

l (4i5) 543-9900 

,3 Market Street, Suite I >09 San Francisco 

xAnAtw.tburnslaw.com 
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When friends visit, don't put yourself out... 
...put them up at 

The Willows Inn 

Comfort o Amenities <> Location 

www.WillowsSF.com 

710 14th Street 415-431-4770 

Steps away from Muni & the F-line 



William Owen, Jr., M.D. 


Carl Stein, PA-C 


415.861.2400 

www.owenmed.com 


45 Castro St, Suit© 402 
San Francisco 
© Davies Medical Center 


Gay Health Care Since 1979 


COMPETENCE • SENSITIVITY • INTEGRITY 



SPECIALIZING IN 

• WILLS AND TRUSTS • PROBATE 
• PERSONAL TRANSACTIONS 

* SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE 

• BANKRUPTCY 


sfeno-ine tie common it# since 7974 


-<^(415) 86l-5225^> 




SPECIAL 

holiday 

SAVINGS 


Take advantage of our special holiday savings:* 

Save $75 each (2 unit max) on Luminette' Privacy Sheers 


Save $25 each (3 unit max) on Alouette'LightLouvers, 
Silhouette'and Vignette'window shadings, and Heritance* 
hardwood shutters 


This year it's your home for the holidays! Enhance every room of 
your home with Hunter Douglas window fashions. 

To ensure delivery in time for the holidays, don't delay! 


Contact us for a free consultation: 


Shown: Alouette' LightLouvers. ‘Offer valid October 15 through December 31, 2004 
at your participating Hunter Douglas dealer only. Limitations and restrictions apply. 
<S> 2004 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® is a registered trademark of Hunter Douglas Inc. 


Let Darryl Prepare 
Your Free Estimate! 


Blind Ambition 

window coverings 

Installation Available 
415.543.8350 

Hunt erDouqlas 

window fashions 


Whither HRC? 


by Dale Carpenter 


I s the Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign over? The year 2004 was 
not kind to the country’s lead¬ 
ing national gay rights organiza¬ 
tion. It stumbled badly on the 
three essential P’s of a civil rights 
organization: people, policy, and 
politics. It needs to address its de¬ 
ficiencies in all three areas if it is? 
to be an effective voice for gay 5 
equality. 

Start with HRC’s leadership 
crisis. For years, HRC was guided 
by the articulate, intelligent, and 
moderate-sounding Elizabeth 
Birch. She helped transform the 
group into a real political power¬ 
house, dramatically enlarging its 
staff and budget, and for the most 
part guided it successfully among 
the tricky shoals of Washington 
politics. 

But Birch stepped down in 
early 2004 and was replaced by 
Cheryl Jacques, a Democratic 
state legislator from Massachu- _■ 
setts. Jacques was newly out 
of the closet and had no 
experience in Washing- V 

ton politics. But she 
seemed like a quick study. M 

By all accounts, the 
choice was terrible. 

Jacques had a man- 
agement style that 
irked HRC’s staff. As 
a partisan Democrat, she seems to 
have had no taste for the compro¬ 
mise so essential in a Capitol 
dominated by a party hostile to 
her cause. Her rhetoric was often 
shrill; worse, she presided over 
some truly dreadful policy shifts 
and political maneuvers. 

Next, consider policy. In the 
summer of 2004, after years of 
principled resistance, HRC an¬ 
nounced that it would not sup¬ 
port the legislative centerpiece of 
the national gay rights movement, 
the Employment Non-Discrimi¬ 
nation Act, unless it protected 
transgenders as well as gays from 
job discrimination. This decision : 
followed' years of protest against- 
HRC on the issue by transgender 
activists and gay leftists. 

The reason for HRC’s previous 
unwillingness to add transgender 
protections to ENDA was obvi¬ 
ous: adding “gender identity” 
would greatly weaken the prospect 
of passing the bill anytime soon. 
Jacques penned a column for the 
gay media defending the about- 
face for two reasons. First, she of¬ 
fered a lot of blather about re¬ 
specting the movement’s “diversi¬ 
ty,” as though effectively killing 
ENDA would enhance diversity. 
Second, she argued that protec- 



Former HRC prez Cheryl Jacques 


tion for gays would be incomplete 
without protection for transgen¬ 
ders. This appeal to gays’ self-in¬ 
terest was untrue, as any honest 
person familiar with the law 
should know. 

Most irresponsibly, HRC 
m made this symbolic gesture 
apparently without con- 
B |P9b ducting any research 
V W about what its political 
( 4m impact would be. How 
\ many congressional spon- 
A sors might be lost? How many 
^ moderate Republi- 

cans and even De- 
BtLwTwBP mocrats would sup¬ 
port a transgender- 
inclusive ENDA? We were never 
told. When HRC insisted for the 
first time in 2004 that senators 
sign a non-discrimination pledge 
including “gender identity,” fewer 
senators signed the pledge than 
when it had previously included 
only “sexual orientation.” Under 
Jacques, HRC had done exactly 
what it resisted doing under 
Birch: it had sacrificed practical 
goals for therapeutic grandstand¬ 
ing. 

Finally, consider politics. In 
2004, HRC sounded and acted in 
a more partisan Democratic fash¬ 
ion than ever before. Part of this 
can be attributed to how bad the 
Republicans have become, espe¬ 
cially with the GOP push for a 
Federal Marriage Amendment. 
But HRC overreacted, endorsing 
John Kerry in the spring of 2004 
and thus ending any leverage its 
endorsement might have given it 
over him. 

That leverage would have 
come in handy. Kerry backed a 
state constitutional amendment in 
Massachusetts to end gay mar¬ 
riage there, said he had “no prob¬ 
lem” with a similar measure on 
the ballot in Missouri, waffled on 
the ban on gays in the military, 
hardly ever even used the word 


“gay” during the campaign, and 
never repeated his earlier-stated 
support for pro-gay measures like 
ENDA. On gay issues, he was the 
worst Democratic nominee since 
Michael Dukakis. But HRC had 
nothing to say about these matters 
during the campaign. 

The other big political mistake 
was HRC’s failure to endorse the 
most important gay-friendly Re¬ 
publican in the Senate, Arlen 
Specter of Pennsylvania. Specter is 
hated by social conservatives for 
his pro-gay policy positions, in¬ 
cluding his opposition to the 
FMA. He’s also in line to become 
chair of the important Senate Ju¬ 
diciary Committee, which vets ju¬ 
dicial nominees. 

So why no HRC endorsement? 
Because Specter voted for a mo¬ 
tion to close debate and bring the 
FMA up for a vote in the Senate. 
Voting against this procedural 
“cloture” became the be-all and 
end-all of HRC’s endorsement 
process (except when it came to 
the national Democratic nomi¬ 
nees, who didn’t even bother to 
show up for the vote). It was a 
wooden and silly decision with 
ramifications we have yet to ap¬ 
preciate. 

Can anything be done to save 
HRC from the political wilder¬ 
ness? Here are three suggestions. 
First, HRC should hire a Republi¬ 
can executive director. This will be 
unpopular among gay leftists, but 
it should help repair relations with 
Republicans like Specter and help 
moderate the group’s image and 
rhetoric in a national political cli¬ 
mate likely to be dominated by the 
GOP for some time. 

Second, HRC should back off 
on transgender inclusion in 
ENDA. HRC can offer the excuse 
that it had not fully gauged how 
much opposition there would be 
to the move. To quell the outcry 
on the left, have a member of 
Congress introduce a separate 
transgender-inclusive bill sup¬ 
ported by HRC. 

Third, refocus time and energy 
on state issues and legislatures. In 
the current climate, little can be 
done at the national level except to 
fend off antigay proposals. The 
real action has moved to the 
states. 

Alas, HRC seems unlikely to do 
any of these things and so its dis¬ 
tressing slide into irrelevance will 
probably continue. ▼ 


Dale Carpenter is a law 
professor. He can be reached at 
OutRight@aol.com. Some of 
his past columns can be read at 
www.indegayforum.com. 



Our home has been on Castro Street since 1965 


Herth Real Estate 
5 5 5. Castro Street 

415-861-5200 

www.herth.com 


We’d like to help you with yours. 


REAL ESTATE 
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Gay advocates back CDC marriage study 


by Kevin Davis 


A ' 88 ® variety of marriage equali¬ 
ty activists and gay medical 
professionals believe that a 
government report released De¬ 
cember 15 showing that married 
adults are healthier mentally and 
physically than non-married ones 
provides further evidence for le¬ 
galizing same-sex marriage. 

The advocates observed that 
both from a legal standpoint and 
as a symbol of commitment, cou¬ 
ples feel more support in their ef¬ 
forts to stay healthy, have greater 
access to sharing employer do¬ 
mestic partner health care bene¬ 
fits, and are not as likely to feel 
lonely, an emotion that often leads 
to drug abuse and depression. 

The Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s National Center 
for Health Statistics report, “Mar¬ 
ital Status and Health: U.S., 1999- 
2002,” based on interviews with 
127,545 adults, showed that mar¬ 
ried adults are less likely than oth¬ 
ers to suffer poor health, 
headaches, serious psychological 
distress, heavy drinking, smoking, 
are less likely to be limited in 
work, or physically inactive. Cou¬ 
ples who are not married but liv¬ 
ing together face likelier health 
problems than those who are 
married. However, married men 
are more likely to be overweight 
than single men, the study found. 

A CDC spokeswoman said the 
agency did not ask the sex of the 
interviewees’ partners. 

Since 1997 field workers for the 
National Center for Health Statis¬ 


tics have allowed respondents to 
self-identify their marital status. 
They ask the household’s one 
adult, “Do you consider yourself 
married?” among the array of cat¬ 
egories from which they can 
choose. 

“The only thing that matters to 
us is what they tell us,” said Sandy 
Smith, a CDC press officer, “ft all 
depends on what people are able 
and willing to share.” 

In the CDC sampling design, 
categorized by age, race, educa¬ 
tion, and economic status, the lack 
of cross sectional collection data 
left undetermined the reasons 
why married people are healthier. 
Because the surveyor only sees the 
subject once, they cannot deter¬ 
mine whether marriage protects 
health or, in the marital selection 
theory, healthy people get mar¬ 
ried. 

“We can’t make comments 
about the cause,” said Charlotte 
Schoenborn, the report’s author. 

Schoenborn conducted her last 
marital status survey in the 1980s, 
although the CDC has sampled 
demographics since the late 1950s, 
releasing annual summary health 
statistics identifying different 
major patterns, such as the num¬ 
ber of adults with asthma, disabil¬ 
ities, and diabetes. 

Gay rights advocates said the 
study supports the importance of 
same-sex marriage. 

“ft underscores the illogic and 
injustice of denying gay people the 
security, protection, and responsi¬ 
bility that comes with marriage,” 
said Evan Wolfson, executive di¬ 
rector of Freedom to Marry and 



GLMA interim dir. Joel Ginsberg 


author of Why Marriage Matters: 
America, Equality and Gay People’s 
Right to Marry, “ft helps encour¬ 
age people to care for one anoth¬ 
er and build happier and healthi¬ 
er lives, in general,” and “helps cre¬ 
ate a structure of supports.” 

Joel Ginsberg, interim execu¬ 
tive director of the Gay and Les¬ 
bian Medical Association, believes 
research illustrating the link be¬ 
tween well-being and gay mar¬ 
riage is overdue. 

“We know that married people 
are more likely to have access to 
health care through their partner’s 
health insurance benefits,” said 
Ginsberg. He added that Virginia 
recently enacted legislation ban¬ 
ning companies from providing 
health benefits to same-sex cou¬ 
ples, even invalidating private 
contracts. 

The link between loneliness 


and drug use comes into play as 
well, explained pediatrician Dr. 
Kenneth Haller, immediate past 
president of GLMA. 

“If you’re in a place in your life 
where you feel secure in your re¬ 
lationship, you’re not as likely to 
want to reach for a cigarette,” said 
Haller. 

“We know that lesbians and 
gays experience demonstrated dis¬ 
parities such as higher rates of 
smoking and depression,” added 
Ginsberg. 

But marriage advocates all 
name similar reasons why - with¬ 
out attributing drinking and 
smoking directly - the sense of se¬ 
curity and corresponding lack of 
stress bestowed from legal mar¬ 
riage rights and benefits would 
favor healthier LGBT marrieds. 

The population surveyed in 
Schoenborn’s study - in all demo¬ 
graphics of race, gender, and class 
- parallel a cross section of the 
LGBT community. 

Most medical studies, includ¬ 
ing the CDC’s, have not specifical¬ 
ly addressed relationships in the 
LGBT population. 

“Sometimes we have to go with 
the best available evidence,” said 
Haller, “ft would make sense for 
gay and lesbian people to get mar¬ 
ried. In the absence of a same-sex 
study, we can generalize from this 
study that it would make sense.” 

The kids 

Children of same-sex parents 
who can’t marry are often caught 
in the legal crosshairs. 

Jessie Carr, an organizer for 
Children of Lesbians and Gays 


Everywhere, was one of several 
people who addressed couples’ 
fear for their children in times of 
catastrophic crisis. 

Carr said he receives frantic e- 
mails from parents in states lack¬ 
ing domestic partner recognition 
or who don’t have a lawyer to ob¬ 
tain rights to shared custody, 
taxes, and hospitals visits. 

“Custody creates the most dis¬ 
tress, the fear of losing your chil¬ 
dren to a hostile family,” said Carr. 
“If the partner leaves, or if they are 
injured or killed, the non-biolog- 
ical parent has no way of gaining 
recognition. A tax situation is an¬ 
noying, but not as much as the 
idea of losing your kid.” 

Ron Schlittler, interim execu¬ 
tive director of Parents, Families, 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, 
observes a direct correlation be¬ 
tween the illegitimacy of gay mar¬ 
riage and adolescent’s self-esteem. 

“One thing that’s critically im¬ 
portant to our young people just 
becoming aware of their same-sex 
attraction - teaching them to re¬ 
main abstinent until marriage - is 
that education has a negative 
health impact for people who will 
never be allowed to marry,” said 
Schlittler. “They are being defined 
out of the conversion. Talk about 
ways to isolate and marginalize.” 

“I think it would certainly take 
some of the strains of no [mar¬ 
riage] recognition off, especially if 
children are involved,” said Dr. 
Mary Barber, vice president of the 
Association of Gay and Lesbian 
Psychiatrists. “There is constant 
worry about who takes care of the 
page 19 ► 
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CHEAP AND EASY. 


What more could you want from a travel site? Orbitz has the most 
low fares and gay-friendly accommodations for popular 
destinations including Ft. Lauderdale, Key West, Palm Springs, 
Hawaii and Mexico. Just Orbitz and go! 


&RBITZ AND CO! 

www.orbitz.com/gaytravel 
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LGBT health issues in 2004 



by Bob Roehr 


IDS remained the number 
one health concern within 
the LGBT community. The 
news was modestly good on the 
medical side with new drugs ad¬ 
vancing in the pipeline and com¬ 
ing to market, though nothing to 
significantly change the standard 
of care for the disease. 

HIV became costlier to treat 
with the 400 percent price in¬ 
crease for NoTvir (ritonavir) that 
Abbott Laboratories introduced 
in December 2003. The drug is 
used primarily to “boost” other 
protease inhibitors by slowing 
their clearance through the liver. 

Many of the nation’s leading 
AIDS physicians formed an ad 
hoc group to protest the increase 
and boycott the company, an ac¬ 
tion that continues to this day. 
Opponents of the increase 
claimed it was an attempt by Ab¬ 
bott to gain market share at the 
expense of its competitors. They 
said the company had not invest¬ 
ed any money in developing this 
use and it was cutting back on 
other AIDS research. 

The National Institutes of 
Health contributed $3.5 million to 
the very early development of ri¬ 
tonavir and owns key patents on 
the drug, which it licenses to Ab¬ 
bott. In May, because of the price 
increase and based on a petition 
asking it to do so, the NIH held a 
meeting to consider whether to 
initiate a never before used regu¬ 
lation and allow other companies 
to produce the drug. In the end it 
decided not to do so. 

“Facial lipoatrophy has be¬ 
come the scarlet letter of AIDS,” 


veteran San Francisco AIDS physi¬ 
cian Marcus Conant told a Food 
and Drug Administration adviso¬ 
ry committee at the end of March. 
“It is the thing that is bothering 
our patients the most... even doc¬ 
tors wait to start their medica¬ 
tion.” Nearly half of all patients 
experience a degree of facial lipoa¬ 
trophy within three years of be¬ 
ginning therapy. 

The FDA meeting discussed 
Sculptra, an injectable material 
used to fill in and restore those fa¬ 
cial ravages. The FDA approved its 
use in August. 

As the cost of treating HIV 
continued to increase, so did the 
number of people seeking govern¬ 
ment help in gaining access to 
those medicines and services. Fed¬ 
eral funding did not keep pace. 

State AIDS Drug Assistance 
Programs, financed largely by the 
federal government with addi¬ 
tional contributions by some 
states, were hardest hit. Close to 


half of the programs experienced 
waiting lists; a tightening of eligi¬ 
bility requirements; or cut backs 
in the number of drugs covered. 

In California, Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger agreed to 
fully fund ADAP. Assemblyman 
John Laird (D-Santa Cruz) led the 
effort to keep the funding in the 
state budget. 

The Bush administration 
found an emergency $20 million 
for the program, which advocates 
called a Band-Aid to help cover 
over the problems until after the 
election. 

May saw large-scale AIDS 
demonstrations return to Capitol 
Hill for the first time in years to 
press for increased funding. It did 
little good. A combination of tax 
cuts and the war in Iraq squeezed 
revenue, and most social pro¬ 
grams took hits. The increases for 
AIDS barely kept pace with infla¬ 
tion and fell short of meeting the 
continually growing need. 


AIDS protesters were also part 
of a huge wave of demonstrators 
that took to the streets in New 
York City during the Republican 
convention in late August. 

Safer sex 

There were disturbing signs 
that the practice of safer sex con¬ 
tinued to erode within the gay 
community. 

In March, the explosion of 
syphilis among gay and bisexual 
men caused the Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention to 
sound the alarm. They “probably 
account for more than 60 percent 
of all current syphilis cases in the 
U.S.,” said Ronald O. Valdiserri, 
deputy director of the CDC’s Na¬ 
tional Center for HIV, STD and 
TB Prevention. Five years ago 
MSM constituted only 5 percent 
of all syphilis cases. 

Crystal methamphetamine is 
believed to be the driving force 
behind the increased syphilis 


numbers in gay men, even while 
the disease is declining among 
other populations in the United 
States. 

The spread of drug-resistant 
gonorrhea prompted the CDC to 
change its guidelines for treating 
that infection in gay men but not 
in heterosexuals. The revisions, re¬ 
leased at the end of April, called 
fora switch from Cipro to the an¬ 
tibiotics ceftriaxone and cefixime. 

Tobacco and pot 

“Lesbian/bisexual girls were 
more than six times more likely to 
have smoked in the past month 
and almost 10 times more likely to 
have smoked at least weekly in the 
past year, compared with hetero¬ 
sexual girls,” according to a study 
by researchers at Children’s Hos¬ 
pital in Boston, released in April. 

Fortunately the federal govern¬ 
ment has begun to fund local pro¬ 
grams to urge lesbians to stop 
smoking and to help them to do so. 

In San Francisco, the Califor¬ 
nia LGBT Tobacco Education 
Partnership officially opened its 
doors October 7. The collabora¬ 
tive has its office in the LGBT 
Community Center. 

The fight for medical use of 
marijuana won a victory in April 
when a California judge barred 
federal law enforcement officials 
from harassing those growing or 
using marijuana for use with ter¬ 
minal illness. 

The victory may be short-lived, 
however. In November the U.S. 
Supreme Court heard arguments 
on the ruling upon which that de¬ 
cision was based, and the justices 
did not appear to be very sympa¬ 
thetic to the legal arguments. A de¬ 
cision is likely in the spring. ▼ 
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The word on HIV: 



Ask your doctor how REYAfAZ, in 

fight HIV y 


Individual results may vary. 




Bk 


INDICATION: Reyataz (atazanavir sulfate) is a prescription medicine used in combination 
with other medicines to treat people who are infected with the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV). Reyataz has been studied in 48-week trials in both patients who have taken or 
have never taken anti-HIV medicines. 

Reyataz does not cure HIV or help prevent passing HIV to others. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION: 

Do not take Reyataz if you are taking the following medicines: ergot medicines, 
Versed®, Halciorf, Orap*, Propulsid®, Camptosar, Crixivarf, Mevacor", Zocori, rifampin, 
St. John's wort, AcipHex", Nexiunf , Prevacid , Prilosec 8 ' or Protonix®. Do not use Viagra*, 
Levitra 8 , Cialis®, or Vfend* while you are taking Reyataz without first speaking with your 
healthcare provider. This list of medicines is not complete. Discuss all prescription 
and non-prescription medicines, vitamin and herbal supplements, or other 
health preparations you are taking or plan to take with your healthcare 
provider. 

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any side effects or conditions, including 
the following: 

• A change in the way your heart beats may occur and could be a symptom of a 
heart problem. 

• Diabetes and high blood sugar may occur in patients taking protease inhibitor 
medicines like Reyataz. 

• Yellowing of the skin and/or eyes may occur due to increases in bilirubin levels in 
the blood (bilirubin is made by the liver). 

• Rash (redness and itching) sometimes occurs in patients taking Reyataz, most often in 
the first few weeks after the medicine is started, and usually goes away within two 
weeks with no change in treatment. 

• If you have liver disease, including hepatitis B or C, your liver disease may get worse 
when you take anti-HIV medicines like Reyataz. 

• Some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding problems with protease 
inhibitor medicines like Reyataz. 

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking anti-HIV medicines.The cause 
and long-term effects are not known at this time. 

Common side effects of Reyataz taken with other anti-HIV medicines include: nausea, 
headache, stomach pain, vomiting, diarrhea, depression, fever,-dizziness, trouble sleeping, 
numbness, and tingling or burning of hands or feet. 

You should take Reyataz once daily with food (a meal or snack). You should take Reyataz 
and your other anti-HIV medicines exactly as instructed by your healthcare provider. 

Please see important information about REYATAZ on the next page. 


Once Daily REYATAZ is a protease inhibitor (PI) 
that is taken in HIV combination therapy. 

^ Can help raise your T-cells 

^ Can help lower your viral load to undetectable* 

+ Low chance of diarrhea (shown in dinicat trials) 

+ Two pills taken once>a>day (with a snack or meal)* 

* Undetectable is defined as a viral load of less than 400 or SO 
(depending on the test used), 

f REYATAZ in combination therapy had a 1-3% rate of nwderate-to-se^ene diarrhea. 

1 People who have taken anti-HIV medicines before usually late ROTAZ wife ritonavir 
once daily as part of their HIV combination therapy. 


WWW.REYATAZ.COM 



(atazanavir sulfate) capsules 


BMS 


REYATAZ is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company.© 2004 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 Oct 2004 F1-K0126L 
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PATIENT INFORMATION IfcONLY 

REYATAZ® (RAY-ah-taz) 

(generic name = atazanavir sulfate) Capsules 

ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with REYATAZ. Read the section “What impor¬ 
tant information should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines?" 

Read the Patient Information that comes with REYATAZ before you start using it and each time you get a refill. 
There may be new information. This leaflet provides a summary about REYATAZ and does not include everything 
there is to know about your medicine. This information does not take the place of talking with your healthcare 
provider about your medical condition or treatment. 

What Is REYATAZ? 

REYATAZ is a prescription medicine used with other anti-HIV medicines to treat people who are infected with the 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). HIV is the virus that causes acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS). 
REYATAZ is a type of anti-HIV medicine called a protease inhibitor. HIV infection destroys CD4+ (T) cells, which 
are important to the immune system. The immune system helps fight infection. After a large number of T cells 
are destroyed, AIDS develops. REYATAZ helps to block HIV protease, an enzyme that is needed for the HIV virus 
to multiply. REYATAZ may lower the amount of HIV in your blood, help your body keep its supply of CD4+ (T) cells, 
and reduce the risk of death and illness associated with HIV. 

Does REYATAZ cure HIV or AIDS? 

REYATAZ does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. At present there is no cure for HIV infection. People taking 
REYATAZ may still get opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen with HIV infection. Opportunistic 
infections are infections that develop because the immune system is weak. Some of these conditions are 
pneumonia, herpes virus infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections. It is very important 
that you see your healthcare provider regularly while taking REYATAZ. 

REYATAZ does not lower your chance of passing HIV to other people through sexual contact, sharing 
needles, or being exposed to your blood. For your health and the health of others, it is important to always 
practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom or other barrier to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood. Never use or share dirty needles. 

Who should not take REYATAZ? 

Do not take REYATAZ if you: 

• are taking certain medicines. (See “What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ with 
other medicines?”) Serious life-threatening side effects or death may happen. Before you take REYATAZ, tell 
your healthcare provider about all medicines you are taking or planning to take. These include other pre¬ 
scription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 

• are allergic to REYATAZ or to any of its ingredients. The active ingredient is atazanavir sulfate. See the end 
of this leaflet for a complete list of ingredients in REYATAZ. Tell your healthcare provider if you think you have 
had an allergic reaction to any of these ingredients. 

What should I tell my healthcare provider before I take REYATAZ? 

Tell your healthcare provider: 

• If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is not known if REYATAZ can harm your unborn 
baby. Pregnant women have experienced serious side effects when taking REYATAZ with other HIV medicines 
called nucleoside analogues. You and your healthcare provider witl need to decide if REYATAZ is right for you. 
If you use REYATAZ while you are pregnant, talk to your healthcare provider about the Antiretroviral Pregnancy 
Registry. 

• If you are breast-feeding. You should not breast-feed if you are HIV-positive because of the chance of pass¬ 
ing HIV to your baby. Also, it is not known if REYATAZ can pass into your breast milk and if it can harm your 
baby. If you are a woman who has or will have a baby, talk with your healthcare provider about the best way 
to feed your baby. 

• If you have liver problems or are infected with the hepatitis B or C virus. See “What are the possible side 
effects of REYATAZ?" 

• If you have diabetes. See “What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ?" 

• If you have hemophilia See “What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ?" 

• About ail the medicines you take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and 
herbal supplements. Keep a list of your medicines with you to show your healthcare provider. For more infor¬ 
mation, see “What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines?” and 
“Who should not take REYATAZ?” Some medicines can cause serious side effects if taken with REYATAZ. 

How should I take REYATAZ? 

• Take REYATAZ once every day exactly as instructed by your healthcare provider. Your healthcare 
provider will prescribe the amount of REYATAZ that is right for you. 

- For adults who have never taken anti-HIV medicines before, the usual dose is 400 mg (two 200-mg 
capsules) once daily taken with food. 

- For adults who have taken anti-HIV medicines in the past, the usual dose is 300 mg (two 150-mg capsules) 
plus 100 mg of NORVIR* (ritonavir) once daily taken with food. 

Your dose will depend on your liver function and on the other anti-HIV medicines that you are taking. 
REYATAZ is always used with other anti-HIV medicines. If you are taking REYATAZ with SUSTIVA® (efavirenz) or 
with VIREAD*(tenofovir disoproxil fumarate), you should also be taking NORVIR* (ritonavir). 

• Always take REYATAZ with food (a meal or snack) to help it work better. Swallow the capsules whole. 
Do not open the capsules. Take REYATAZ at the same time each day. 

• If you are taking antacids or VIDEX* (didanosine) Chewable/Dispersible Buffered Tablets, take REYATAZ 
2 hours before or 1 hour after these medicines. 

• Do not change your dose or stop taking REYATAZ without first talking with your healthcare provider. 

It is important to stay under a healthcare provider’s care while taking REYATAZ. 

• When your supply of REYATAZ starts to run low, get more from your healthcare provider or pharmacy. It is 
important not to run out of REYATAZ. The amount of HIV in your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped 
for even a short time. 

• If you miss a dose of REYATAZ, take it as soon as possible and then take your next scheduled dose at its 
regular time. If, however, it is within 6 hours of your next dose, do not take the missed dose. Wait and take 
the next dose at the regular time. Do not double the next dose. It is important that you do not miss any doses 
of REYATAZ or your other anti-HIV medicines. 

• If you take more than the prescribed dose of REYATAZ, call your healthcare provider or poison control 
center right away. 

Can children take REYATAZ? 

REYATAZ has not been fully studied in children under 16 years of age. REYATAZ should not be used in babies 
under the age of 3 months. 

What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ? 

The following list of side effects is not complete. Report any new or continuing symptoms to your healthcare 
provider. If you have questions about side effects, ask your healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider may be able 
to help you manage these side effects. 

The following side effects have been reported with REYATAZ: 

• rash (redness and itching) sometimes occurs in patients taking REYATAZ, most often in the first few weeks 
after the medicine is started. Rashes usually go away within 2 weeks with no change in treatment. Tell your 
healthcare provider if rash occurs. 

• yellowing of the skin or eyes. These effects may be due to increases in bilirubin levels in the blood 
(bilirubin is made by the liver). Call your healthcare provider if your skin or the white part of your eyes turn 
yellow. Although these effects may not be damaging to your liver, skin, or eyes, it is important to tell your 
healthcare provider promptly if they occur. 

• a change in the way your heart beats (heart rhythm change). Call your healthcare provider right away if 
you get dizzy or lightheaded. These could be symptoms of a heart problem. 

• diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia) sometimes happen in patients taking protease inhibitor 
medicines like REYATAZ. Some patients had diabetes before taking protease inhibitors while others did not 
Some patients may need changes in their diabetes medicine. 

• if you have liver disease including hepatitis B or C, your liver disease may get worse when you take anti- 
HIV medicines like REYATAZ. 


• some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding problems with protease inhibitors like REYATAZ. 

• changes in body fat. These changes may include an increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck 
(“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms, and face may also happen. 
The cause and long-term health effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

Other common side effects of REYATAZ taken with other anti-HIV medicines include nausea; headache; stomach 
pain; vomiting; diarrhea; depression; fever; dizziness; trouble sleeping; numbness, tingling, or burning of hands 
or feet; and muscle pain. 

What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines*? 

Do not take REYATAZ if you take the following medicines (not all brands may be listed; tell your health¬ 
care provider about all the medicines you take). REYATAZ may cause serious, life-threatening side 
effects or death when used with these medicines. 

• Ergot medicines: dihydroergotamine, ergonovine, ergotamine, and methylergonovine such as CAFERGOP, 
MIGRANAL*, D.H.E. 45*, ergotrate maleate, METHERGINE®, and others (used for migraine headaches). 

• HALCION® (triazolam, used for insomnia). 

• VERSED* (midazolam, used for sedation). 

• ORAP* (pimozide, used forTourette’s disorder). 

• PROPULSID® (cisapride, used for certain stomach problems). 

Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ because of possible serious side effects: 

• CAMPTOSAR* (irinotecan, used for cancer). 

• CRIXIVAN* (indinavir, used for HIV infection). Both REYATAZ and CRIXIVAN sometimes cause increased levels of 
bilirubin in the blood. 

• Cholesterol-lowering medicines MEVACOR* (lovastatin) or ZOCOR® (simvastatin). / 

Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ because they may lower the amount of REYATAZ in your 
blood. This may lead to an increased HIV viral load. Resistance to REYATAZ or cross-resistance to other HIV medicines 
may develop: 

• Rifampin (also known as RIMACTANE*, RIFADIN*, RIFATER®, or RIFAMATE*, used for tuberculosis). 

• St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforaturrij, an herbal product sold as a dietary supplement or products contain¬ 
ing St John’s wort. 

• “Proton-pump inhibitors” used for indigestion, heartburn, or ulcers such as AcipHex® (rabeprazole), NEXIUM* 
(esomeprazole), PREVACID* (lansoprazole), PRILOSEC* (omeprazole), or PROTONIX* (pantoprazole). 

Do not take the foliowing medicines if you are taking REYATAZ and NORVIR* together 

• VFEND* (voriconazole). 

The following medicines may require your healthcare provider to monitor your therapy more closely: 

• CIALIS® (tadalafil), LEV1TRA* (vardenafil), or VIAGRA* (sildenafil). REYATAZ may increase the chances of serious 
side effects that can happen with CIALIS, LEVITRA, or VIAGRA. Do not use CIALIS. LEVITRA, or VIAGRA while 
you are taking REYATAZ unless your healthcare provider tells you it is okay. 

• UPITOR® (atorvastatin). There is an increased chance of serious side effects if you take REYATAZ with this 
cholesterol-lowering medicine. 

• Medicines for abnormal heart rhythm: CORDARONE* (amiodarorie), lidocaine, quinidine (also known as 
CARDIOQUIN* GUINIDEX®, and others). 

• VASCOR* (bedridil, used for chest pain). 

• COUMADIN* (warfarin). 

• Tricyclic antidepressants such as ELAVIL* (amitriptyline), NORPRAMIN* (desipramine), SINEQUAN® (doxepin), 
SURMONTIL* (trimipramine), TOFRANIL* (imipramine), or V1VACTIL® (protriptyline). 

• Medicines to prevent organ transplant rejection: SANDIMMUNE® or NEORAL* (cyclosporine), RAPAMUNE® 
(sirolimus), or PROGRAF* (tacrolimus). 

The following medicines may require a change in the dose or dose schedule of either REYATAZ or tire other 
medicine: 

• FORTOVASE®, INVIRASE* (saquinavir). 

• NORVIR* (ritonavir). 

• SUSTIVA* (efavirenz). 

• VIDEX* (didanosine) or antacids. 

• VIREAD* (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate). 

• MYCOBUTIN® (rifabutin). 

• Calcium channel blockers such as CARDIZEM* or TIAZAC* (diitiazem), COVERA-HS* or ISOPTIN SR® 
(verapamil) and others. 

• BIAXIN* (clarithromycin). 

• Medicines for indigestion, heartburn, or ulcers such as AXID* (nizatidine), PEPCID AC® (famotidine), TAGAMET* 
(cimetidine), or ZANTAC* (ranitidine). 

Women who use birth control pills or “the patch” should choose a different kind of contraception. REYATAZ may 
affect the safety and effectiveness of birth control pills or the patch. Talk to your healthcare provider about choosing an 
effective contraceptive. 

Remember 

1. Know all the medicines you take. 

2. Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take. 

3. Do not start a new medicine without talking to your healthcare provider. 

How should I store REYATAZ? 

• Store REYATAZ (atazanavir sulfate) Capsules at room temperature, 59° to 86° F (15° to 30° C). Do not store 
this medicine in a damp place such as a bathroom medicine cabinet or near the kitchen sink. 

• Keep your medicine in a tightly closed container. 

• Throw away REYATAZ when it is outdated or no longer needed by flushing it down the toilet or pouring it down 
the sink. 

General information about REYATAZ 

This medicine was prescribed for your particular condition. Do not use REYATAZ for another condition. Do not 
give REYATAZ to other people, even if they have the same symptoms you have. It may harm them. Keep 
REYATAZ and all medicines out of the reach of children and pets. 

This summary does not include everything there is to know about REYATAZ. Medicines are sometimes 
prescribed for conditions that are not mentioned in patient information leaflets. Remember, no written summary 
can replace careful discussion with your healthcare provider. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider or you can call 1-800-426-7644. 

What are the ingredients in REYATAZ? 

Active Ingredient: atazanavir sulfate 

Inactive Ingredients: Crospovidone, lactose monohydrate (milk sugar), magnesium stearate, gelatin, FD&C 
Blue #2, and titanium dioxide. 

• VIDEX* is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. COUMADIN® and SUSTIVA® are registered 
trademarks of Bristol-Myers Squibb Pharma Company. Other brands listed are the trademarks of their respec¬ 
tive owners and are not trademarks of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. 

*jH? Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 

Princeton, NJ 08543 USA 

This Patient Information Leaflet has been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 
F1-B0001B-07-04 

Based on package insert dated July 2004,1168954A2 Revised July 2004 
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Military matters in 2004 


by Bob Roehr 


H|P he effort to roll back the 
antigay military policy 
1 known as “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” can be compared to the 
trench warfare of World War I, 
where the battle lines remain stat¬ 
ic for long periods of time, with 
only modest incremental changes. 
This past year saw small but en¬ 
couraging signs that the effort is 
moving in the right direction. 

Gays and lesbians continued to 
be discharged under DADT but 
there was a sense that the policy 
was being more fairly adminis¬ 
tered. However, there is a linger¬ 
ing fear that it may be only tem¬ 
porary, due in part to the man¬ 
power needs of the war in Iraq. 

Antigay harassment within the 
ranks is abating. This was reflect¬ 
ed in survey numbers showing 
that younger soldiers, just like 
their civilian counterparts, are 
more accepting of gays. Their 
older colleagues lag behind. 

LGBT advocates eagerly 
watched to see how the military 
system of justice would apply the 
Lawrence decision by the U.S. 
Supreme Court within the mili¬ 
tary context. That June 2003 deci¬ 
sion threw out state sodomy laws. 

A partial answer came at the 
end of August when the United 
States Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces largely ducked the 
constitutional question in the 
Marcum case. Instead it focused 
on the facts that the consensual 
sodomy had occurred within a 
chain of command, and thus was 
more akin to statutory rape. 

A better answer came in early 
December from the U.S. Army 
Court of Criminal Appeals when 
it applied Lawrence to a case of 
voluntary oral sex involving a 
male soldier and a female civilian. 

“What’s most remarkable 
about the case is that the Court of 
Appeals concluded that sex in the 
barracks itself has an insufficient 
military connection to overcome 
the essentially private and person¬ 
al character of that activity,” said 
James Garland, a professor at Hof- 
stra Law School. 

The Pentagon still may appeal 
the decision. 

The criminality of engaging in 
sodomy was one of the props used 
to justify DADT. The Lawrence de¬ 
cision knocked that out. Gay rights 
advocates used Lawrence as an op¬ 
portunity to launch new constitu¬ 
tional attacks against the policy. 

In a surprise move in October, 
Log Cabin Republicans filed a chal¬ 
lenge in Los Aiigeles on behalf of its 
unnamed members who currently 
are serving in the armed forces. 

The Servicemembers Legal De¬ 
fense Network filed its lawsuit in 
Boston, in December. Its plaintiffs 
were a dozen men and women 
from different branches of the ser¬ 
vice who had been kicked out 
under DADT. They ail sought re¬ 
instatement into the armed forces. 

Both cases are being handled 
on a pro bono basis by highly 
prestigious law firms. One or both 
of them are likely to end up before 
the U.S. Supreme Court in two to 
five years. 

In October, SLDN Executive 
Director C. Dixon Osburn an¬ 
nounced that SLDN would seek to 
have a bill introduced in Congress 
to repeal DADT. He acknowledged 
that it likely would be several years 
before a vote is cast on repeal. 

“We hope to end, once and for 
all, the ban on gays in the military. 
... It is unconstitutional and con¬ 
trary to our national security in¬ 
terests,” he said. ▼ 


SLDN's C. Dixon Osburn and Shara Greer at a Dec. news conference. 


SERRAM0NTE BLVD. & 1-280 
C0LMA/DALY CITY 
MON-SAT9AM-9PM 
SUN 10AM-8PM 


FIVE STAR 

& iv & & & 





















16 BAY AREA REPORTER 23 December 2004 


■ ■MM ■■■■■■ I — 

Monthly SF gay newspaper shuts down 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


J fter seven years of publica- 
| tion, San Francisco’s last re- 
fi maining monthly gay 
newspaper has ceased publication. 
Spectrum quietly ended its run 
after its November edition. 

The paper, begun in June 1997 
by Gary Nathan and his partner, 
David Gin, a San Francisco police 
officer, had a decidedly grassroots 
bent, profiling numerous commu¬ 
nity groups and LGBT individuals 
over the years. Spectrum also 
played media sponsor to countless 
gay events and offered free adver¬ 
tising to local nonprofits which 
otherwise could not afford to 
publicize their functions. 

Nathan contacted advertisers 
and contributors in recent weeks 
to alert them of his decision to pull 
the plug, for now, on his paper. 
The November issue carried no 
public notice or editor’s note that 
it would be the final edition. 

“I didn’t do it because I just did¬ 
n’t feel I was saying goodbye. You 
will still see us at events, of course. 
There are still a lot of organizations 
we feel very interested in and pas¬ 
sionate about, regardless of what 
we do with the paper,” said Nathan. 
“We suspended publication for 
right now. We hired a company to 
look at doing a complete reformat 
of it, but we haven’t decided for 
sure what we are doing.” 

His decision to shut down the 


paper at this time also stems in 
part to severe back pain Gin suf¬ 
fers due to an on-the-job injury. 

“Because of all the pain he is 
in, we are not enjoying Spectrum 
like we have in the past,” said 
Nathan. “We are fighting the city 
which is not paying to have any 
physical therapy for David.” 

Nathan said he was meeting 
with the consultants, who he de¬ 
clined to name, this week to begin 
discussing a new look for the 
paper. In February, Nathan said he 
would make a final decision on 
whether to revive Spectrum. In the 
meantime, he said he intends to 
keep the paper’s Web site up and 
running. 

“We are looking at possibly 
three things: how we can cover the 


Gay marriage 

-4 page 1 

what will no doubt be a defining 
case of his political and legal career. 

“It is going to be an interesting 
week,” said Herrera, his chair tilt¬ 
ed back, feet dangling above the 
floor. 

Mentioned as a possible candi¬ 
date for state attorney general, 
Herrera is unconcerned about his 
unwavering pursuit of striking 
down the state’s discriminatory 
marriage laws. 

“I am not concerned about what 
the latest poll says or some pundit 


community better since we have 
the B.A.R., which we feel is the gay 
newspaper of San Francisco; how 
to service the community better 
and our advertisers better; and 
how we can take a look that is 
slightly different.” 

As with the Bay Area Reporter 
and the Bay Times, which 
switched to being a weekly in 
mid-2003, Spectrum looked like a 
typical newspaper, but came out 
the first week of the month. It sur¬ 
vived long past one other month¬ 
ly publication, QSF, and beyond 
the biweekly San Francisco Fron¬ 
tiers, both of which had a maga¬ 
zine format. Nathan said it is pos¬ 
sible Spectrum could become 
more of a monthly magazine if it 
resumes publication. 


might think. I am in this for the 
long term,” he said. “I am remain¬ 
ing true to what I said I was going 
to do when I came into office.” 

Since taking on the gay mar¬ 
riage issue, Herrera said he has 
seen a spike in applications from 
lawyers around the country. And 
while the case has taken up an in¬ 
ordinate amount of time, he said 
it has also emboldened the office 
in pursuit of other cases, such as 
the successful litigation against a 
federal partial birth abortion ban 
and uncovering a nationwide 
scheme to defraud public schools 
of federal technology funds. 

“I don’t think our efforts have 
suffered at all. It has actually 
spurred us,” he said. “This case has 
got more people energized to do 
groundbreaking work.” 

Herrera filed his lawsuit 
against the state on March 11, 
after the California Supreme 
Court issued an order directing 
the city to stop issuing marriage 
licenses to same-sex couples. 
Mayor Gavin Newsom surprised 
and shocked the nation on Febru¬ 
ary 12, two days before Valentine’s 
Day, when he instructed city offi¬ 
cials to begin marrying gay and 
lesbian couples. 

Over the course of the next 
month, more than 4,000 same-sex 
couples walked through the doors 
of City Hall to exchange wedding 
vows during “The Winter of 
Love.” The mayor’s defiance of 
state law set off a media frenzy, 
with images of the happy gay cou¬ 
ples beamed around the world. 

The San Francisco marriages 
also sparked intense criticism, not 
only from conservatives and anti¬ 
gay groups who decried the 
mayor’s actions as leading to the 
death of the institution of mar¬ 
riage, but also among Democratic 
leaders such as Massachusetts 
Congressman Barney Frank, who 
called Newsom’s order misguided 
and detrimental to the fight for 
gay marriage. 

Massachusetts’ Supreme Judi¬ 
cial Court had already ordered Bay 
State officials to begin marrying 
same-sex couples last spring, and 
many pointed to the legal victory 
as the best route to gaining equal 
marriage rights. The “civil disobe¬ 
dience” in San Francisco, some ar¬ 
gued, would play into the hands of 
Republican operatives who would 
then use it to their advantage come 
the November elections. 

Those fears played out when 
11 states passed constitutional 
amendments banning gay mar¬ 
riage, and in some cases, all legal 
partnership status for same-sex 
couples. With Republicans also se¬ 
curing their stronghold on the 
government after President Bush 
won re-election and the GOP 
gained seats in both houses of 
Congress, leading Democrats 


“I am hoping to have a deci¬ 
sion that is affirmative beginning 
the first week of February,” said 
Nathan, who added if he goes 
with a redesigned Spectrum, the 
first edition would not come out 
until at least April. “If I don’t feel 
that it is going to be a benefit to 
our community and a comple¬ 
ment to the B.A.R. or something 
that I would be proud of, we are 
not going to do it.” 

Contributors over the years ex¬ 
pressed sadness at seeing the 
paper go. 

“I think it is not a positive 
thing at all when any voice is si¬ 
lenced. In the case of Spectrum 
that voice was particularly grass¬ 
roots,” said the paper’s cartoonist 
Leslie Ewing. “Frankly, I am not 


pounced on the gay marriage 
issue as the reason for their defeat. 
California Senator Dianne Fein- 
stein famously said the gay mar¬ 
riages were “too much, too fast, 
too soon” and criticized Newsom 
for his actions. 

Media pundits and political 
experts pointed to exit polling 
that showed nearly a quarter of 
voters said they based their deci¬ 
sion on “moral values,” code in¬ 
terpreted to mean they opposed 
gay marriage and abortion. How¬ 
ever, Herrera said his decision to 
bring forth the city’s case is based 
on the “moral values” that San 
Francisco holds dear. 

“I believe that politics is very 
complex. People cast ballots for a 
lot of different reasons. Some do 
for moral values, but what is 
moral values - gays, God, and 
guns?” said Herrera. “I don’t think 
it is that easy to simplify, especial¬ 
ly when the next week there is a 
national poll talking about per¬ 
spective Supreme Court nominees 
that shows more than 50 percent 
of Americans want Roe v. Wade 
untouched.” 

After 10 months of being a 
public advocate for equal mar¬ 
riage rights, Herrera’s advice to 
national gay groups like the 
Human Rights Campaign is not to 
retreat but to talk about the issue. 

“The fact of the matter is the 
issue is out there and putting our 
head in the sand and not fighting 
for it I don’t think is the answer,” 
said Herrera. 

With gay marriage an issue 
that is not going to go away any¬ 
time soon, advocates need to 
speak up, argues Herrera. 

“I don’t think just sitting by 
and not articulating a message 
that is inclusive and fights for civil 
rights for people is the answer. I 
think maybe as a party, as Democ¬ 
rats, we have to cast the issues we 
care about more in moral terms,” 
he said. “People who are liberal or 
left of center doesn’t mean they 
have less faith or are not spiritual 
in some way. The issues we care 
about have a moral component.” 

Case preview 

Led by Chief Deputy City At¬ 
torney Therese Stewart, the city 
will argue this week that not only 
do gays and lesbians have a right 
to marry, but in denying that 
right, the state is financially harm¬ 
ing the city. Herrera points to a 
study by the Congressional Bud¬ 
get Office which found the feder¬ 
al government could expect to 
raise $1 billion in each of the next 
10 years if gays could marry and a 
Williams Project study out of the 
University of California, Los An¬ 
geles that found the state budget 
would gain up to $25.2 million 
each year due to allowing same- 
sex couples to marry. 


surprised. I know they have been 
struggling for the last year, year 
and a half and it’s been a labor of 
love and a lot of hard work.” 

Ken Ludden, a reporter for the 
paper who also penned the “Dear 
Diva” column, said the paper’s 
coverage augmented the city’s 
other two gay papers. 

“It was such a good marriage 
between the Bay Times, B.A.R. and 
Spectrum. Those three really cre¬ 
ated a triangle of balance that was 
very good and healthy,” said Lud¬ 
den, who hopes to launch 
www.deardiva.com by fall 2005. 
“What Spectrum did was it gave an 
in-depth and comprehensive cov¬ 
erage specifically to local LGBT 
institutions, individuals and orga¬ 
nizations. “ ▼ 


For the city, Herrera argues 
San Francisco would save on pub¬ 
lic health costs, see an increase in 
tax revenue, and gain a windfall in 
tourist-based dollars if gay cou¬ 
ples could say “I do.” But the over¬ 
arching reason to allow gay mar¬ 
riage is to protect gays’ and les¬ 
bians’ right to equal protection 
under the law, he said. 

“To me the most important 
thing is not the dollars, it’s stand¬ 
ing up for people’s civil rights and 
doing it in a way that’s in keeping 
with San Francisco’s civic virtues,” 
said Herrera. 

In reading the arguments put 
forward by the antigay groups, 
who have been allowed to file 
briefs in the case, Herrera said 
their positions only go to 
strengthen the city’s stance. 

“For me it makes our case even 
more compelling when you see 
people talking about, well, AB205 
gives gay and lesbian people al¬ 
most all of the privileges and ben¬ 
efits accorded to heterosexual in¬ 
dividuals. That is, hey, you know 
what, gay and lesbian people 
should be happy with the fact we 
are relegating them to second- 
class citizenship. Well, equal 
means equal. It’s second-class cit¬ 
izenship and that shouldn’t be 
countenanced by anybody,” said 
Herrera. “As for arguments that 
somehow same-sex marriage 
opens a Pandora’s box to 
polygamy, bigamy, and other 
things is incredibly insulting to 
the dignity of those who want to 
move forward to solemnize their 
relationships.” 

By making such inane state¬ 
ments such as gay marriage is 
detrimental to children, his oppo¬ 
nents only weaken their position, 
said Herrera. 

“I think it is a ridiculous argu¬ 
ment they have put forth. There is 
no basis for that. There are a lot of 
married people that don’t have 
children or can’t have children. 
Are they entitled to some lesser 
protection?” Herrera said. “The 
fact of the matter is the right to 
marry is a fundamental right, it is 
not only a fundamental right to 
those who want to have kids. So 
their argument is specious. It 
throws up a smoke screen de¬ 
signed to perpetuate discrimina¬ 
tion and encourage bigotry. 

“When I hear those arguments 
it makes me angry,” he added. 
“They want to make those argu¬ 
ments fine. But when they make 
them they undermine their own 
credibility on the central points of 
this case.” 

Oral arguments could take most 
of the day Wednesday. Kramer’s de¬ 
cision is not expected until March 
2005. No matter what the ruling, 
appeals are expected and the case 
likely will be in the courts for the 
next couple of years. ▼ 
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Famed SF DJ dies 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

M ichael Garrett, a longtime 
San Francisco DJ and 
owner of the now closed 
CD Record Rack, died in his sleep 
on December 10. He was 52. 

The cause of death has yet to 
be determined, friends said. Mr. 
Garrett, who was HIV-positive, 
had been suffering from peripher¬ 
al neuropathy, a nervous system 
disorder that causes tingling and 
numbness in the hands and feet. 
According to the AIDS Treatment 
Data Network, symptoms include 
burning, shooting pain, throb¬ 
bing, and aching. 

“He had a lot of pain in his 
feet,” said longtime friend Steve 
Fabus, who discovered Mr. Gar¬ 
rett’s body. 

Mr. Garrett, who grew up out¬ 
side Austin, Texas, came to San 
Francisco around 1976. Garrett 
achieved fame playing at the I- 
Beam, Trocadero, Galleria, and 
Giftcenter parties. During the 
height of the AIDS epidemic in 
the 1980s, Mr. Garrett’s Sunday 
tea dances were the only dance 
parties in town. 

“Michael kept the tea dance 
going even during those really 
dark periods when people needed 
a place to connect and belong,” 
said Fabus. “At that point the tea 
dance was the only thing going in 
San Francisco; it was the only 
venue people had to gather.” 

Fabus, himself a celebrated San 
Francisco DJ, said Garrett’s long 



Michael Garrett 


running Sunday tea dance at the 
I-Beam gave people a sense of 
connection and belonging 
throughout the darkest days of the 
AIDS epidemic, and his record 
store became a social center for 
the community. 

“Michael was a showman that 
reminded DJs that ‘making a mu¬ 
sical statement is great as long as 
you’re giving people a party,”’ said 
Fabus. “Michael loved San Fran¬ 
cisco and in many ways personi¬ 
fied the city with his charm, wit, 
and playful irreverence. He made 
you feel at home and part of a 
family on and off his dance floor.” 

In 1994, after remodeling the 
music store on 18th Street for 
owner Jake Symusiak, Mr. Garrett 
inherited the business a few 
months later after Symusiak was 


murdered. As owner of the Castro 
record shop, Mr. Garrett not only 
sold vinyl releases to San Francis¬ 
co’s DJ talent, he also watched over 
the musical collections of count¬ 
less gay men who died from AIDS. 

Since the store’s opening in 
1984, Symusiak and then Mr. Gar¬ 
rett filled two garages with record 
albums dropped off by partners, 
friends, and family of the de¬ 
ceased. When he shuttered the 
store in April 2002, Mr. Garrett 
also sold off the collection of 
thousands of albums. 

“Because of AIDS the store be¬ 
came a depository for all these 
kids’ record collections,” Mr. Gar¬ 
rett said at the time. “Their fami¬ 
lies would pack up their records 
and just drop them off with us.” 

Mr. Garrett is survived by three 
brothers, Tim in San Francisco, 
and Richard and Phillip in Texas; 
partner Robert Kimler; and 
friends Fabus, Randy Schiller, Sam 
Schneider, Jerry Bonham, Jimmy 
Horde; as well as many other 
friends, associates, and admirers. 

“Michael would be the first to 
remind you that life should be 
pleasurable. That we are here to 
break down barriers and explore; 
to live life to the fullest; not to take 
ourselves too seriously; and defi¬ 
nitely have some fun,” said Fabus. 

A gathering of friends will cel¬ 
ebrate Mr. Garrett’s time in their 
lives on Saturday, January 15 at 2 
p.m. at Moby Dick, 4089 18th 
Street in the Castro. For more in¬ 
formation, contact Fabus at 
sfabus@sbcglobal.net. T 


Single daily pill for HIV in development 


by Bob Roehr 


M single pill once a day to treat 
' HIV is the goal set by two 
JPltdrug companies that have 
agreed to collaborate. It may be on 
the market within two years. 

Bristol-Myers Squibb produces 
Sustiva, recommended in most 
treatment guidelines as part of a 
preferred initial therapy. It is in 
the class of drugs known as non¬ 
nucleoside reverse transcriptase 
inhibitors (NNRTIs). 

Gilead Sciences produces 
Viread and Emtriva, two popular 
and potent second-generation 
drugs in the reverse transcriptase 
inhibitor (NRTI) class. They also 
may be used as part of an initial 
regimen. 

The combination of these 
three drugs has been used in thou¬ 


sands of patients with good re¬ 
sults. However, a new round of 
trials will be required to demon¬ 
strate that packing them all into 
the same pill results in the same 
therapeutic effect with no addi¬ 
tional side effects. 

It is the first time that two 
companies have agreed to collab¬ 
orate to produce a single anti-HIV 
pill that contains multiple drugs. 
Success is not assured. 

Several years ago Merck creat¬ 
ed Trizavir, a combination of AZT, 
3TC, and abacavir, three drugs in 
the NRTI class. It hoped that the 
single pill might become a stan¬ 
dard treatment. 

But a clinical trial was stopped 
early in 2003 when it became ap¬ 
parent that Trizavir was not as ef¬ 
fective in controlling HIV as com¬ 
bining drugs from two different 
classes. Trizavir is recommended 


for use only in combination with 
another class of antiretroviral 
drug. 

Kaletra is another possible sin¬ 
gle drug therapy. It combines the 
protease inhibitor lopinavir with a 
sub-therapeutic dose of the pro¬ 
tease inhibitor ritonavir to keep it 
in the bloodstream longer. 

A pilot trial at a Houston clin¬ 
ic has demonstrated promising re¬ 
sults and the manufacturer, Ab¬ 
bott Laboratories, is backing full- 
scale clinical trials of this use. 
Kaletra currently is approved for 
use only in combination with 
other drugs. 

Some industry analysts see the 
Bristol-Myers/Gilead alliance in 
developing their combination sin¬ 
gle pill as a defensive move to pro¬ 
tect their market share against the 
ease of use of Kaletra, should it be 
approved for single drug use. T 


Rare STD 
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2003, were reported by local 
health authorities in Rotterdam in 
December 2003. The number 
alarmed Dutch officials, who nor¬ 
mally only report five cases of 
LGV per year. 

Since then, health officials have 
reported cases of LGV in Belgium, 
France, and Sweden. In July, the 
CDC identified a case of LGV in a 
gay man from Atlanta. In San 
Francisco, prior to 2004, only 
three cases of LGV had been re¬ 
ported since 1998, none since 
2001. 

“This is a resurgence of an old 
infection but something we 
haven’t seen in San Francisco in 
four years, really,” said Dr. Sam 
Mitchell, a medical epidemiologist 
at the health department’s STD 
branch and a CDC Epidemic In¬ 
telligence Service field assignee 


who has been in San Francisco 
since June 2003. “We don’t know 
the extent of the disease yet. The 
three positive samples came out of 
the first eight we tested. We are ex¬ 
panding testing and testing over 
100 of them. We will have a better 
sense when the results come in of 
how far widespread LGV is.” 

While chlamydia is commonly 
found in both men and women, 
the types of chlamydia that cause 
LGV cause a more serious infec¬ 
tion that travels through the 
body’s lymphatic system. The 
most common symptom is proc¬ 
titis, including itching of the anus, 
blood or mucus in the stool, or 
straining and cramping when 
having a bowel movement. 

If LGV is left untreated, the in¬ 
flammation that results can cause 
scarring of the genitals or rectum 
and colon. The scars may interfere 
with normal functions of the uri¬ 
nary or gastrointestinal system 
and lead to severe illnesses or 


rarely, death. 

Magnet, the gay men’s health 
center in the Castro, notified those 
clients it treated for rectal chlamy¬ 
dia in the last three months that if 
they are still experiencing any of 
the extreme symptoms of proctitis 
to return to be tested for LGV. 

“We will talk to them on an in¬ 
dividual basis if testing for LGV 
would be appropriate,” said Mag¬ 
net’s Executive Director Steve 
Gibson. “At this point it is not rec¬ 
ommended that all gay men get 
tested for LGV. If someone gets a 
positive result for rectal chlamydia 
but does not have these symptoms 
then we are not recommending 
people come in to get retested.” 

Health officials are particularly 
concerned about gay men con¬ 
tracting LGV, for the STD can fa¬ 
cilitate transmission and acquisi¬ 
tion of HIV and other STDs or 
blood-borne diseases. Once de¬ 
tected, LGV is effectively treated 
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I 24 Hours (415) 771-07171 

Personal and dignified cremation services. Cali for our our free brochure. 
Or look us up at www.neptune society.com 

□ Please send me a free Neptune brochure. 


’ Dorc Ami 
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Blades on ice 




CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 


lawsuit against the restaurant ap¬ 
parently reached a settlement in 
the first week of December, ac¬ 
cording to documents in San 
Francisco Superior Court. The 
suit, filed last February, claims that 
a man inside Urban Forage’s orig¬ 
inal Fillmore location fell through 
an open trap door in the restau¬ 
rant’s customer area, sustaining 
permanent injuries. 

Local Web sites and blogs have 


A page 4 


by Jim Provenzano 

M sk any lesbian or gay figure 
Jy| skater about the growth in 
m m their sport, and you’re like¬ 
ly to hear more about the ever- 
changing rules and regulations 
than about issues of sexuality. 

That’s because LGBT skaters 
have made so much progress in 
the sport and are now part of larg- 


Links 

www.fabulous-cup.de 

www.gaygameschicago.org 

www.IGFSU.org 

www.isu.org 

www.Montreal2006.org 

www.skateisi.org 

www.skateout.org 

www.usfsa.org 


Tbe 


er clubs and unions while devel¬ 
oping their own LGBT-inclusive 
events. 

Part of this movement is due to 
the International Gay Figure Skat¬ 
ing Union, co-chaired by Laura 
Moore and Bradley Erickson, 
both of New York. IGFSU was re¬ 
cently elected to a second four- 
year term as organizational direc¬ 
tor of the Federation of Gay 
Games. 

In order to hold com- 
petitive skating events, 
sanctions from governing 
bodies need to be acquired. 

IGFSU works with associa¬ 
tions such as the Ice Skating In 
stitute, but the more 
prestigious Interna¬ 
tional Skating Union 
has resisted allowing 
sanctions for skating 
events that include 
same-sex pairs as competitors. At 
events featuring American skaters 
held over the past few years, sanc¬ 
tions were more easily obtained 
from the United States Figure 
Skating Association. 

Here in the Bay Area, dozens of 
LGBT figure skaters compete and 
perform in regional events, and 
many have taken home medals 
from Gay Games competitions. 

SkateOut has held annual 
events in San Francisco since 
2000. Organized by Thom 
Mullins, who is also a skater, Ska- 


» 1st ««’ 

Street Address*. 

601 Dolores Street ( 19 TM St. 6 Dolores) 

PHONE: 4 i 5 . 97 O. 8 i 49 
www.freedominchrist-sf.org 


Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 


• Neck and Back Pain • 

• Auto Injuries • Whiplash • 

• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 
Massage therapy available 
4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751-BACK 751-2225 


Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday 


teOut’s recently produced “One 
Voice, a Cabaret on Ice” featured 
live singers and skating. The 
group is also planning a 2005 
Challenge Cup (June 25-28), large 
ensemble routines for dozens of 
skaters, and weekly practices for 
future competitions. 

The upcoming Fabulous Cup 
in Cologne, Germany (June 
2005), Chicago’s Gay Games VII 
(July 15-26, 2006), 
and Montreal’s Out- 
Games (July 27-Au- 
gust 2, 2006) will draw 
LGBT figure skaters from 
around the world. Gay figure 
skater Rudy Galindo was 
named an ambassador 
to Gay Games VII, 
while gay Canadian 
skater Brian Orser has 
endorsed OutGames. 
Some skaters 
maintain a more independent sta¬ 
tus in mainstream skating, like 
Dennis Palaganas, a Maryland- 
based competitive skater and soft¬ 
ware developer with degrees in 
mathematics. Although one of few 
out skaters in his area, Palaganas 
doesn’t consider that a problem. 

“I don’t feel that there is any 
pressure to remain in the closet or 
worry about repercussions for 
being out,” said Palaganas. “The 
atmosphere is relaxed, so while it’s 
okay to be out, the focus of con¬ 
versation is on skating, which is 
great. I’ve never felt pressure to 
hide who I am.” 

When asked if his extensive 
math background relates to his 
skating, Palaganas said one of the 
things that attracted him to the 
sport was the arcane scoring sys¬ 
tem. “It was always interesting to 
look at the ordinals results and to 
figure out how close a competi¬ 
tion was or what the consequences 
would have been if one judge had 
changed her/his mind,” said Pala¬ 
ganas. “The new code of points 
has replaced the old scoring sys¬ 
tem, and as such the charm of the 
old system is gone.” 

For most out LGBT skaters, the 
increased number of competitors 
in the adult figure skating catego¬ 
ry has opened up more opportu¬ 
nities for participation. The sport 
uses different tests and competi¬ 
tion levels for adults, younger 
competitors, and elite skaters. The 
adult category offers opportuni¬ 
ties for older beginners. 

“The ISU is just beginning to 
recognize the economic value of 
adult skaters,” said Moore. The 
first ISU Adult World Competi¬ 
tion will take place this summer. 


Rare STD 
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with the antibiotic doxycycline, 
which patients must take twice a 
'day for three weeks. 

“It takes about a week to get re¬ 
sults back and so men need to 
come in early if they are having 


Urban Forage 



Same-sex pairs figure skating, 
however, is still a concern for 
LGBT skaters, as it’s not allowed 
under ISU rules. Moore spear¬ 
headed the efforts to have figure 
skating included at the Gay Games 
as far back as 1994 at New York’s 
Games (where she also competed). 
Waivers were obtained to allow 
male and female pairs to compete. 

At Gay Games V in 1998, 
Dutch organizers failed to get 
such a waiver from the ISU. That 
led to a last-minute court case. 
Amsterdam’s Games held a con¬ 
troversial “public practice” where 
only participant - but not com¬ 
petitive - medals were awarded. 

Sydney’s Gay Games almost 
suffered a similar problem, until 
the IGFSU stepped in to help get a 
different international group, the 
ISI, to sanction the event. 

For Chicago’s 2006 Gay Games 
VII, no such problems are antici¬ 
pated, because the IGFSU has 
played a role in changing the 
rules. 

“There were two specific issues 
that we have improved over the 
Gay Games VI format,” said Er¬ 
ickson. “Same-sex partners are 
now a given with ISI. It is written 
directly into their rules.” 


Montreal’s OutGames, sched¬ 
uled two weeks after Gay Games 
VII, has a sanction from Skate 
Canada. But it will also need to get 
approval from an international 
skating group for non-Canadian 
skaters to qualify in all categories 
and for their scores to be added to 
their records. Breaking such rules 
can result in disqualification for 
competitors. 

“Time will tell if the ISU will 
allow skaters from countries other 
than Canada to participate,” said 
Moore. “As long as the competi¬ 
tion does not follow ISU rules, it 
is highly unlikely that they will.” 

Erickson remains hopeful. “It’s 
just a question of how to achieve 
everything on their agenda.” 

Palaganas, who is still deciding 
which event to take part in, sup¬ 
ports the idea of LGBT events, but 
has found a level of comfort and 
success in Adult Nationals compe¬ 
titions. 

“While gay skaters are definite¬ 
ly out, and their presence is felt 
both on and off the ice, being gay 
is not the focus,” he said. “Gay 
skaters are simply themselves, as 
the straight skaters are. We come 
together to share our passion for 
skating.” ▼ 


Out at the theater 

If you haven’t yet seen the San Francisco production of Richard 
Greenberg’s Tony Award-winning gay baseball play. Take Me Out y 
consider attending the special benefit performance at the Golden 
Gate Theatre, Thursday, January 6. 

Ticket price is $78 (includes $3 service fee). A portion of each 
ticket will benefit Academy of Friends. Tickets will be available at 
will call. E-mail Elisabeth Loeffler at eloeffler@academyof- 
friends.org for more information. AOF’s 25th annual Academy 
Awards gala is slated for February 27. T 


symptoms of anal itching, blood 
in their stool or painful bowel 
movement so we can treat them 
and treat their partners early, oth¬ 
erwise it could spread fairly rapid¬ 
ly through the community,” said 
Mitchell. “Any individual who has 
receptive anal intercourse and has 
symptoms of proctitis or history 
of travel to the Netherlands in the 


last year should be screened by a 
clinician in order to be tested and 
assessed for LGV.” 

Anyone showing symptoms for 
LGV is encouraged to receive 
medical treatment at City Clinic, 
356 7th Street or at Magnet, 4122 
18th Street. Visit www.sfcityclin- 
ic.org/providers for further infor¬ 
mation. ▼ 


speculated that the business may 
have been done in by the recent 
settlement; others believe that the 
restaurant expanded too quickly. 

At www.SFist.com, editors re¬ 
ported that in the end, Urban For¬ 
age’s remaining employees suffered. 

“In an extremely un-Diet-For- 
A-Small-Planet move, Urban For¬ 
age staff were also told that they 
would not be receiving their final 
paychecks,” the December 13 up¬ 
date said. “If that’s true, that is so 
not cool! Guess management’s al¬ 
ways carnivorous in the end, huh?” 

Einhorn was unreachable at 


press time. T 

Correction 

The article Progressive ’ 
restaurant a sham, organizers say n 
in the December 9 Bay Area Re¬ 
porter incorrectly identified Adri¬ 
an English as a co-owner of the 
local Urban Forage restaurants. 
English has since clarified that 
while he began working with the 
restaurant with an eye to become 
co-owner, those plans never Came 
through and he has instead been 
in a managerial role at the restau¬ 
rant. We regret the error. 


Star Light Studios 
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UCC files FCC petition 


by Kevin Davis 


he United Church of Christ 
filed a petition with the Fed¬ 
eral Communications Com¬ 
mission December 9 to deny li¬ 
cense renewals to two Miami net¬ 
work affiliates for refusing a gay- 
welcoming ad for which it sought 
to purchase air time. UCC 
claimed the rejection denied local 
viewers access to a range of'reli¬ 
gious expression. 

Lawyers from the Media Access 
Project and Georgetown Univer¬ 
sity’s Institute for Public Repre¬ 
sentation filed the petition on be¬ 
half of UCC to deny license re¬ 
newal to the CBS and NBC affili¬ 
ates, questioning whether the sta¬ 
tions’ parent companies, Viacom 
and General Electric, respectively, 
are serving the public interest. 

The two networks have said 
the ads - featuring a gay and les¬ 
bian couple holding hands and 
embracing - violate their stan¬ 
dards and practices policies on 
controversy and issue advocacy. 

Florida UCC members have 
also signed complaints arguing 
that viewers within the stations’ 
broadcast area are denied a mes¬ 
sage of inclusion. 


The attorneys base their argu¬ 
ment on a 1973 Supreme Court 
ruling that an anti-Vietnam War 
group had no First Amendment 
right to air an ad because the for¬ 
mer FCC Fairness Doctrine en¬ 
sured that controversy gets cov¬ 
ered. Today, in such a doctrine’s 
absence, some groups are unable 
to air their viewpoint even if they 
are willing to pay for it. 

Locally, affiliates have the dis¬ 
cretion to run the ads if ap¬ 
proached by a client. 

“Even though we’re owned by 
Viacom we can set our own poli¬ 
cy,” said Akilah Monifa, commu¬ 
nications director for CBS5 and 
UPN in San Francisco. “Basically, 
one of the agreements is that we 
can do our own thing around 
commercials. If they approach us 
and say ‘we want to buy local 
time,’ we can run it.” 

Regional UCC congregations 
are holding benefits and pooling 
funds to buy less expensive day¬ 
time spots in local markets, so far 
in Maine, Illinois, and Minnesota, 
said Barb Powell, UCC’s informa¬ 
tion officer. 

“What’s happening is - and 
we’re encouraging it among re¬ 
gional offices - in several parts of 
the country the banding together 


and chipping in. Local indepen¬ 
dent affiliates are fine with running 
the ad and were providing broad- 
cast-quality tapes,” said Powell. 

Although several cable chan¬ 
nels have agreed to air the ad, not 
every viewer pays for a cable pack¬ 
age, said Angela Campbell, direc¬ 
tor of the Georgetown institute. 

In arguing the need for 
provocative advertising, defenders 
raise elements of the fairness doc¬ 
trine, which explicitly obligated 
broadcasters to provide viewers 
and listeners with programming 
relevant to the community and 
multiple points of view in a fair 
and neutral manner. But, some 
networks believed the doctrine ac¬ 
tually suppressed diverse views 
while others simply refused to 
comply with it. 

The FCC repealed the doctrine 
in the 1980s under the Reagan ad¬ 
ministration, predicting that a free 
market of competing missions 
and values would serve to provide 
a spectrum of ideas. It was hoped 
to result in the airing of more, not 
less, controversial programming. 

“They said there’s many more 
sources of information now, 
therefore it’s more likely that any 
point of view will find a place,” 
said Campbell. 


However, that vision has not 
come to fruition. 

When the broadcast networks 
created their broad standards and 
practices policies, they owned 
only a handful of stations in the 
big markets while most local sta¬ 
tions were independently owned. 
Fifty years ago broadcasters were 
allowed to own one station per 
viewer market, and only 25 per¬ 
cent of the market. 

Today, with consolidation and 
cross medium management, li¬ 
censees typically owned by large 
conglomerates have devolved by 
airing budget-minded and lucra¬ 
tive repackaging of entertainment 
shows creating least common de¬ 
nominator programming in local 
viewing markets, according to 
Harold Feld, associate director of 
MAP. 

Rules require national owners 
to delegate enough autonomy to 
affiliate managers to broadcast 
community events, and tailor pro¬ 
gramming to local community 
standards. 

However, managers at net¬ 
work-owned and operated sta¬ 
tions might not risk disappointing 
an intimidating corporation pro¬ 
viding access to world news and 
other indispensable resources. 


“A Viacom-owned red state af¬ 
filiate might not make a decision 
without corporate backing,” said 
Feld. 

One of the fairness doctrine’s 
central points was encouraging li¬ 
censees to expose viewers to un¬ 
comfortable ideas. 

This idea became formalized in 
a landmark 1966 case also 
brought by UCC, challenging a 
Jacksonville, Mississippi TV sta¬ 
tion that blacked out any news of 
the civil rights struggle, instead 
choosing to air reruns such as 
Amos and Andy. 

A Washington D.C. circuit 
court ruled that the station violat¬ 
ed a licensee’s duty to expose peo¬ 
ple to opposing views as stewards 
of the public trust, even if dis¬ 
pleasing to the majority of con¬ 
servatively entrenched viewers. 

In refusing to sell time “for the 
advocacy of viewpoints on con¬ 
troversial issues of public impor¬ 
tance,” the current edition of the 
CBS’ statement of policy on polit¬ 
ical broadcasting defines such an 
ad as “one that has a significant 
impact on society or its institu¬ 
tions, and is the subject of vigor¬ 
ous debate with substantial ele¬ 
ments of the community in oppo¬ 
sition to one another.” ▼ 


CDC study 
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children.” 

With marriage rights, “People 
can rest assured that their children 
will be protected,” said Molly 
McKay, associate executive direc¬ 
tor of Equality California. “The 
long-term partner is riot at jeop¬ 
ardy of losing them.” 

Basic rights 

LGBT leaders mentioned just a 
few of the basic legal rights en¬ 
joyed by straight couples that lead 
to mental anxiety and fear for 
same-sex couples. 

“Gay couples can’t take for 
granted simple things like hospi¬ 
tal visitation, Social Security ben¬ 
efits, and nursing home visitation 
rights that do provide mental and 
emotional security that gay people 
are categorically barred from in 
some ways,” said McKay. “Without 
access to all these legal rights that 
heterosexuals have creates an 
added level of distress.” 

“There are so many additional 
stressors when there’s no security 
of a legal framework with which 
to present yourselves as a couple,” 
said PFLAG’s Schlittler. “The title 
of marriage tells the hospital med¬ 
ical technician and the border 
crossing agent a great amount 
about how that couple should be 


treated when they interact with 
institutions.” 

“Having legal rights when ap¬ 
plying for survivor benefits, those 
are protections we don’t have or 
they take an enormous amount of 
legal effort,” said Haller. “So it 
makes sense that we would really 
benefit, from a health standpoint, 
if organizations that promote 
public health look at this evidence 
[of the CDC study].” 

“We need marriage and civil 
unions to be eligible for health ben¬ 
efits, hospital visitation rights, to 
make decisions for a partner when 
incapacitated,” said Ginsberg. 

McKay called marriage “short¬ 
hand” for “long-time commit¬ 
ment to the most intimate person 
in my life.” 

“It’s a word that heterosexuals 
understand,” she said. “They 
might not know what a domestic 
partner is, but everyone knows 
what a spouse is and all the con¬ 
notations that come with it. [Op¬ 
ponents] try to set it up as a wedge 
issue but really it’s a bridge to the 
fabric of society.” 

Wolfson said that in addition 
to economic safety there is mar¬ 
riage’s “intangible sense of securi¬ 
ty, stability, and aspirations to per¬ 
manence that helps create well¬ 
being. We’re denied this massive 
social institution that other peo¬ 
ple have on their life’s journey.” 

“A strong personal component 


Lyon-Martin 
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Which is not to say that it has 
all been smooth sailing. The clin¬ 
ic’s previous medical director and 
nurse practitioner resigned amidst 
the changes, which is why the clin¬ 
ic currently cannot see patients for 
primary care. Former clinic staff 
could not be located by the B.A.R. 
by press time. However, a new 
nurse practitioner has been hired 
and a new full-time physician is 
about to be hired. The clinic has 
also brought on two staff mem¬ 
bers dedicated to development. 

“I think there was some initial 
concern about their medical prac¬ 
tice being closed, but when it 
comes to finding a new provider 


in a setting like that it’s important 
to find the right one,” said John 
Gressman, president and CEO of 
San Francisco’s Community Clin¬ 
ic Consortium, of which Lyon- 
Martin is a member. The consor¬ 
tium provides Lyon-Martin with 
funds for HIV and homeless relat¬ 
ed care. “As one of their funders, 
we feel like they have it under con¬ 
trol.” 

Williams-Flournoy said that 
this short period of reorganization 
is a step in the path to offering 
better service. 

“We understand who we serve 
and the niche in the community 
we occupy, and we think those 
folks should get the best care pos¬ 
sible,” said Williams-Flournoy. 
“We want to be a part of the safe¬ 
ty net.” ▼ 


to marriage is the feeling that I 
have made a commitment to this 
person,” said Haller. “We’re social 
creatures. The more we have a 
strong relationship with a human 
being, one that’s recognized by so¬ 
ciety, the less we have to worry 
about. Where’s nurturing going to 
come from?” 

Wolfson said that the couple’s 
community support helps “rein¬ 
force” and “reassure” the bond. 

“There’s more expectation to 
work things through, to think of 
themselves as a unit,” he said. “So¬ 
ciety treats you as a unit, together, 
working as a team, and there for 
one another.” 

“Getting married is a public 
declaration of the intent of com¬ 
mitment to one another, affirming 
that essentially, this is how we are 
to be seen,” said Schlittler. 

Not for everyone 

Not everyone in the LGBT 
community, however, is jumping 
on the marriage bandwagon. One 
gay man believes that the struggle 


to legalize same-sex marriage is a 
“dead end.” 

“I think that people who are 
married drink more and smoke 
more, stuck in constricting dead¬ 
end relationships saying, ‘what on 
earth was I thinking,”’ surmised 
Gay Shame’s Mathilda, a.k.a. Matt 
Bernstein Sycamore, editor of 
That's Revolting: Queer Strategies 
for Resisting Assimilation. “Anyone 
that thinks that marriage makes a 
couple happier is delusional and 
missing out on the entire history 
of marriage as an institution 
through which child abuse occurs, 
and has nothing at all to do with 
happiness. To these marriage pro¬ 
ponents, I’d say go to spousal and 
domestic violence clinics, there 
you see [the result of] the silenc¬ 
ing mechanism.” 

Bernstein argues that the 
LGBT community should not 
trade in its history of inventing 
“transformative” ways of coupling 
and that access to the privileges of 
marriage should be available uni¬ 
versally, married or not. 


“We should fight for marriage 
abolition. Housing, health care, 
citizenship - none of those things 
should be based on some little 
document you get from the gov¬ 
ernment. We should dismantle 
this institution and create some¬ 
thing better, not the same patriar¬ 
chal system, not mimic the worst 
institutions - military service, 
marriage - that have become cen¬ 
tral to the mainstream gay [com¬ 
munity]. Instead of fighting for 
universal access, they’re fighting 
for a piece of the pie.” 

“I find it ironic that this domi¬ 
nant sign of straight conformity, 
we’ve suddenly made into a sign 
of progress,” he said. “Gay people 
are stuck in a model of normalcy, 
wanting the white picket fence, 
bridal shower, and poodle.” 

But Haller defends the institu¬ 
tion. 

“For everything that people say 
about marriage being an imper¬ 
fect institution, it still ought to be 
promoted for everyone,” said 
Haller. T 



■p he Reverend Dr. G. Penny Nixon, left, senior pastor at Metropolitan Community Church-San Francisco, 
I points to the gifts donated by the church as April Silas, right, of the Homeless Children's Network, looks 
I on. Church staff Paul Fairley, Julie Potter, Eric Cole, and the Reverend Terri Echelbarger coordinated 
the collecting of gifts for more than 300 children and they were taken to the shelter Monday afternoon. 
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Classifieds 


REAL ESTATE 




3 units in the Russian River area... 

2 one bedroom units plus a studio! Double decks 
Fireplace, dual pane windows and income at 
$2,375 per mo! Charm & value priced at $389,ODD 


Looking for Real Estate in the Palm Springs Area? 
2-For-l SPECIAL 


Steve • 760.880.0863 
Larry *760.880.3615 
Email: 

TheTwinRealtors@aol.com 


Let us help you find your 
perfect place in the sun. 


Homes & Condos from 
$100,000 and up. 


it’s “the twins” in palm springs 


DOUGLAS 

DELIVERS 


Douglas Bohling 
delivers Sonoma 


County real 
estate success. 

Whether you’re buying 
or selling, take advan¬ 
tage of his 18 years of 
experience and the 
expertise that has 
earned him a spot in 
the top 6% of all pro- 
| ducers in the national 


Prudential network. 


Homes, Income, Acreage, Resorts 

Expert in Wine Country 
& Russian River Retreats 

Call now to find out how you can 

live the Sonoma County dream! /jjS* Prudential 

(800) 200-2011 x204 California Realty 

Doug.Bohting@PruRealty.com • www.PruRealty.com/DougBohling 


Selling or getting ready for the holidays? 


OllUZiNG f OUR EXISITNG FURNISHINGS - 
OB COM WITH OUR EXTENSIVE HOME 
STAGING (miECTlON - OUR DESIGN TEAM 
WILLTBAiFORM YOUR HOME TO LOOK 
ITS TO BEST. One room-or every 
ROOM IS THE HOUSE. 


bonded & insured 


DKAB 1 


in one day! 


Home Staging 


Interior Redesign Services 

415 . 608.9913 


Jail in &DVJ 2 ... 

with this gorgeous estate located 1 hr 
no. of San Diego. A private gated estate 
on 3 landscaped acres; it is priced to 
sell by owners; 1 -800-711 -1747. 

A steal at only $999,999. 5200 SQ FT 
www.designsbyanthony.com/properties/ 


MAUI REAL ESTATE 



Prudential Locations HC 


www.michaelhealey.net 

808 875 5651 


Michael Healey 


Integrity 

Experience 

Performance 


Broker Partner 



Call or email for Maui's best values! 

1215 S.Kihei Rd. Ste. N. Kihei Maui Hawaii 96753 


SANTE FE 

BUYERS FIRST REALTY 
Representing buyers interests 
Lyn n@buyersf i rstsantafe.co m 
or 800 808 6333 


PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/M AX Rear Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-902-5266. 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 


ROOMMATES 

$650 

Victorian Haight Panhandle. Rear 
Apt., furnished Large Bedroom 
share kitchen, living room, bath¬ 
room. Enjoy deck, backyard. No 
pets. Roger 415-252-1207. 



ml \\conAo...iW^ estate... 

vyeM round \\ome.. a vacation 

i can come uue\n Va\m 
\\ me, Man Emery, Eea\tot 

S0-902-57.66 

Ma n Y.m«YR« W@loVcom 

wnvvv AVanV.mery.com 




SAN DIEGO 


Former Award Winning SF Agent 

619.347.3939 

For Direct MLS Access: www.JimSellsSD.com 


JIM BEITZEL 


Top Floor Pvt. Bedroom/Bath 
Downtown Hayward, Near BART/ 
CSUH. 925 Sq Ft, AC,carpet,park¬ 
ing,pool/laundry, $535+Utils. 
510-582-2026. 


RENTALS 

STYLISH. SPACIOUS. 
CONVENIENT. 


www.thevillasparkmerced.com 

415/405-4600 


Now Leasing Townhomes and Flats 
with Amenities Galore . 


$600/mo & up monthly or weekly. 
Classy rms with newly decorated de¬ 
signer decor & berber carpet. Free 
DSL, satellite TV, Tel. & util. Conve¬ 
nient location www.villasoma.net. 
415-939-1315 or 203-2730. 


Near Ferry & Waterfront 

VICTORIAN HOME 

2BR w/fpl, hot tub & bears! $995 mo 
Come to Vallejo's Lavendar Hill! 

Call 707-235-4277 or 707-246-6855 


LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 



INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR EXTERIOR DECK REPLACEMENT AND PAINTING 
AT POTRERO ANNEX AND WESTBROOK 
Solicitation No: 04-620-IFB-037 


The San Francisco Housing Authority will receive sealed bids for Exterior Deck Repair and 
Painting at Potrero Annex, CAL 10 and Westbrook Apartments, CAL 1-9. Construction cost 
ranges from $350,000 to $400,000. 

On Tuesday January 11, 2005, at 10:00 AM, a site inspection will be held at the Housing De¬ 
velopment. Prospective bidders will meet in front of 120-135 Northridge Road, Westbrook, 
San Francisco. 


Responses are due 2:00 P.M. on Thursday, January 20, 2005- The IFB document is available at 
the Authority’s office at 1815 Egbert Avenue, San Francisco. A processing fee of $50.00 (non- 
refundable) will be required for each set of documents. All payments must be in the form of Cer¬ 
tified Check, Cashiers Check, or Company Check payable to the San Francisco Housing Au¬ 
thority. Cash or personal checks are not acceptable. Contact Ms. Carolina Penate-Larrea, at 
(415) 715-3171, e-mail penatec@sflia.org. 

VACANCY NOTICE 


Pursuant to the provisions of Section 54974, California Government Code, notice is hereby 
given of the following unscheduled vacancies. Interested persons may obtain an application 
from the Board of Supervisors web site at www.sfgov.org/site/uploadedfiles/bdsupvrs/Vacan- 
cy_Notices/vacancy_app.pdf or from the Clerk of the Rules Committee, 1 Dr. Carlton B. 
Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 94102-4689. Completed applicatic ins should 
be submitted to the Clerk of the Board. All applicants must be residents of San Francisco, un¬ 
less otherwise stated. Additional information may be obtained by accessing the City’s web site: 
www.sfgov.org/bdsupvrs 

Please Note: Depending upon the posting date, some vacancies may have already been filled. To 
determine if vacancies for this Board/Committee/Commission or Task Force are still available 
please call the Rules Committee Clerk at 554-5184. 

SKATEBOARDING TASK FORCE 

Vacant seat, succeeding Ilya Weber, resigned, seat 2, a voting representative from the in-line 
skating community knowledgeable about the sport for a period of five years, for the unexpired 
portion of a three-year term ending September 6, 2005. 

URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL 

Vacant seat, succeeding Milton Marks III, resigned, seat 4, must be a representative of non¬ 
profit organizations involved in urban forestry or other environmentally-related issues, for the 
unexpired portion of a two-year term ending April 5, 2005. 

VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMISSION 

Vacant seat, succeeding Carla Hollis, resigned, seat 5, must be an woman veteran, for the un¬ 
expired portion of a four-year term ending January 31, 2006. 

Vacant seat, succeeding Christopher Michel, resigned, seat 10, must be an at-large appoint¬ 
ment, for the unexpirea portion of a four-year term ending January 31, 2006. 

ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL AGENCY 

Thinking about adopting a best friend? San Francisco Animal Care and Control is the agency 
responsible for our city’s lost, abandoned, injured, sick, and mistreated animals. Our animal shel¬ 
ter is open for adoptions every day of the week except city holidays. We have a variety of ani¬ 
mals to choose from who need secure, loving homes. Visit us today, at 1200 15th street at Har¬ 
rison, open every day, except city holidays, from noon to 5:30 p.m., and Wednesdays until 7:00 
p.m.. Come visit us today—you 11 not only save a life, you’ll enrich your own. 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 04541638 

In the matter of the application of 
Theodore Gabriel for change of name. 
The application of Theodore Gabriel 
for change of name having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said 
application that Theodore Gabriel 
has filed an application proposing 
that his/her name be changed to 
Theodore Gabriel Tasoulas. Now 
therefore, it is hereby ordered, that 
all persons interested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in De¬ 
partment 218 on the 13th day of Jan¬ 
uary, 2004 at 9:00 am of said day to 
show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0280989-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: El Rincon, 2700 16th Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed V.C. 
Yadav. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
11/24/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
11/24/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281023-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: J.P. Limos, 2794 40th Ave., San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94116. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual, signed Jason Peterson. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 11/29/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/29/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0280899-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Butchboy Studios LLC, 596 46th Ave. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94121. This business is 
conducted by an limited liability company, 
signed Joel Hoyer. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 11/22/04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 11/22/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0280945-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: T&G Homecare Services, 101 Faral- 
lones Street,San Francisco, Ca. 94112. 
This business is conducted by a general 
partnership, signed George Servin. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on NA. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 11/23/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0280602-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: HBR Records, 1146 Buchanan 
Street,San Francisco, Ca. 94115. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Ramon Sapp. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the' 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 11/01/04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 11/08/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0280969-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Gold-Diggers (Discount Clothing) 1276 Mar¬ 
ket Street,San Francisco, Ca. 94102. This 
business is conducted by an individual, signed 
Daniel Osunde. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on NA. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/23/04. 

DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0280944-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Petitt Import/Export, 950 Noe 
Street,San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
John LePetitt. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on NA. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/23/04. 
DEC. 2,9,16,23, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281235-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: No Mercy Ink, 155 12th Street San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Jason Peter¬ 
son. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names onl2/06/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/06/04. 

DEC.9,16,23,30 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281072-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Sunset Plumbing, 1858 45th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94122. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Yehuda 
Golani. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 03/01/95 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/01/04. 
DEC.9,16,23,30 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0280886-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Bernal Bike, 1637 Florida Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Henry F. 
Kroyer. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 11/20/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/19/04. 
DEC.16,23,30 2004 JAN.6, 2005 
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Honeymoon Packages Available 


15 Newly Remodeled One Bedroom Suites 
«idea! Location near Queen's Surf 
Gay beach. Hula's and U Hours Fitness 
Includes Continental Break!ast & Tropical 
Veranda with an 8-Man Spa 
• Waikiki's Only Gay Owned and 
Operated Guest House 
♦ Free Access to Max's Gym 


Do you really want J 
to enjoy your next j 
trip to France? a 


• Learn the basics 

• Refresh your French 

• Advanced levels 

Individuals/Group Classes 

Call Chantal @ 
510.375.2258 < 

chantalgw@AOL.com 


k 

mini 


To serve our readers best, we invite you totake a few 
minutes and respond to our online survery. You may 
even win one of several prizes just for taking part. 


NOTE: If you are willing to take our survey, we promise to 
keep your identity completely confidential. 


To participate, go to 
r http://go.hpolsurveys.com/NGNG ^ 
for more details 


VACATION RENTALS 


JOBS OFFERED 


Traveling to New Orleans??? 
$40/Nt. Garden District apt. 
See: neworleansroomfinder.com 


DTWN GAY HOTEL 

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL40% 
DISC. W/THIS AD ON N1TELY. UUZ 
HOTEL WTTH AMENITIES 
415-928-1917/80&-25(L6609 


PALM SPRINGS 

Exclusive private homes/condominiums. 
Pools/tennis. 760-7700211 
www.zephyr-ps.com 


HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 


SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


INSTRUCTION 




Your opinions make a difference to us in delivering news, 
features, events, special offers and advertisements. 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281284-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: LoLo Cup,2527 San Bruno Ave., San 
Francisco, Ca. 94134. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed James 
Hin. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
12/01/04. The statement was filed with 
the City and County of San Francisco, Ca. 
on 12/08/04. 

DEC.16,23,30 2004 JAN.6 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281215-00 

The following person(s) are doing busi¬ 
ness as: Photos By Maurice, 556 Arling¬ 
ton Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94112. 
This business is conducted by an individ¬ 
ual, signed Maurice Magnant. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 12/06/04. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/08/04. 

DEC.16,23,30 2004 JAN.6, 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281545-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Kim Phong, 730 Larkin Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94109. This business is 
conducted by a general partnership, 
signed by Nu To Ngo Tran. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 12/20/04. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/20/04. 

DEC.23,30 2004 JAN.6, 13 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281018-00 

The following person(s) are doing busi¬ 
ness as: Nor King Spas, 250 Napoleon 
Street, San Francisco, CA. 94124. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed David Pallenberg. The 
registrants) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 11/19/04. 

The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/29 
DEC. 23, 30 2004 JAN. 6, 13 2005 


Who 


think? 


2551 Cartwright Road 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
www. cabana-waikiki. com 


For Reservations Call Toll-free: 

1 - 877 - 902-2121 

in HI (808) 92&-S555 or fax (808) 926-5566 


RaLTA 


HfiMfcES 


Law Offices 

Alma Soongi Beck 

0 Wills, Living Trusts 
Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
Planning 

Property Co-Ownership 
Issues 

Live-Together Agreement 

Seminar Facilitator for National Center for 
Lesbian Rights on Domestic Partnership Issues 
see www.beckesq.com for details 

101 Howard Street @ Spear 

(415) 642-9930 

Email alma@beckesq.com for info 


Law Offices 

Thomas G. Best 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Telephone: (415) 956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
Trust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw I @aol.com 


LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEYS. FEINBERG 

Serving the g 

Flood Building 

870 Market SL 

Probate 

Wills and Living 

Trusts 

Estate Planning 

AB 2580 Property 
Rights Agreements 
FLAT FEE 

ay community since 1999 
ssfeinberg msn.coni 
415.421.1893 


Law and Mediation Solutions 
Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 

• Mediation (Business/Family) 

• Real Estate 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Preparation 

• Bankruptcy 
•Wills/Trusts 

• Co-Ownership Issues 

15 yrs. experience 

Proud to serve the LGBT Community 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

■ ■■■■■ (415)656-1968 


W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hardfor your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

[5555] Bill Lentini mm 

1*1 415-252-7552 “ 

www. weltax. com 


ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job getting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate,alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! * 

\W? r/ 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life ■ 401 (k) ■ Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays « Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


^^^otJEmalj^^ a Jobs@a^lul^su^ersource : com^^^ 


Full or Part-time Positions Available 
for 

Independent Hair Stylists 
and large Facial Room for rent 

PRIME CASTRO LOCATION 

Inquire at 415.865.0559 


HOUSEKEEPERS NEEDED! 

•$50 Sign-Up bonus after 12 jobs. 

• PT or FT 

• Flexible Schedule 

• Must have Home Phone/Car.Dana's 
Housekeeping Personnel Svc., 

A Referral Agency 

415-345-8510 

650-596-2852 

510-654-0503 

925-932-3392 

Custom drapery & wall upholstery 
work room seeks motivated individu¬ 
als with Industrial sewing machine/ 
install experience. Steady secure 
work with benefits. Fax resume to 
863-2899 or Email to 
fabricwalls@sbcglobal.net. 


»ES 

Investors wanted for gay-owned 
restaurant/bar in the Castro. 

Call 415-584-3252. 

E52 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

RICK GERHARTER PHOTOGRAPHY 

Couples, Headshots, Events 
15 yrs experience. Dependable 
415-824-5300 rgerharter@igc.org 




CITY imp 

AND COUNTY 
OF SAN FRANCISCO 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERVICES 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
#292 

Dear Potential Applicant: 

The City and County of San Francisco 
Human Services Agency (HSA) is seeking 
contractors to provide transitional housing 
and support services to 26 homeless fami¬ 
lies. The Department expects to make two 
awards through this procurement process. 
One contract will be to provide 13 families 
with housing for up to 24 months and com¬ 
prehensive support services including: crisis 
and case management, appropriate recre¬ 
ation and program activities for children 
and youth, and follow-up with families once 
they have moved to permanent housing. 
The second contract will be to provide 13 
families with housing for up to 24 months, 
on-sire licensed childcare for infants, tod¬ 
dlers and preschool-age children, as well as 
crisis and case management services. 

The contracting period for both contracts 
will be July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006. 
The Department reserves the right to renew 
contracts with winning bidders selected 
through this solicitation for additional years 
based upon the availability of funding and 
the performance of both contractors. 

An RFQ packet may be picked up at 
SFDHS, Office of Contract Management, 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 300, December 
20,2004. Office hours are from 8:30 AM to 
5 PM. 

The RFQ packet and subsequent updates 
may be downloaded from the City's website 
on or after December 20, 2004. 

Goto 

HTTP://SUNSET.CI.SF.CA.US/PBIDS.N 

SF 

and click on the “Consultants and Profes¬ 
sional Services” link. 

The Respondents' Conference will be held 
January 6, 2Q05 at 9:30 AM at 1650 
Mission St, Suite 300, SF, CA. For further 
information, call Kimberly Fergison, at 

(415) 557-5585. 

The deadline for submitting response pack- 
is Friday, January 21, 2005 at 4:00 PM- 
No Exceptions 
12/23/2004 
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SERVICES 


T ax Home Care 

Home Cleaning & Management 
A Gay-Owned Service 

Available Services 
Home/Office Management 
Ikebana Floral Design 
Personal Assistance 
House/Pet Sitting 
Party Planning 
Caregiving 
Pet Care 
Staging 

No Job Too Odd 
Free Estimate 
3 hour minimum 

Impeccable Standards & References 
Bonded 

(415) 350-9060 


Plumbing Services 

Competitive Rates 
Commercial & 

Residential 

Water & Sewer Problems 
• Kitchen, Bathroom s, 

Addition Plumbing 

Guaranteed Quality Work 
Sate Lie. #: 415.225.4960 

821398 plumbman.com 



Landscape Design 
JL Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVEYEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPECIAL¬ 
IZING IN LOW-MAINTENANCE PLANTI¬ 
NGS AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS. 
DECKS, HOTTUBS & FENCES. OUT¬ 
STANDING REFERENCES. 

PLEASE CALL JIM LINK.MLA.LIC 
#731605 

@ ( 415 ) 282-0288 


^GDTt? 

PETS? 


4158G1-5381isfi 



CRAWFORD 

LOCK B B R V I C M 

25 Years Experience • Est. 1986 


“The One To Pick” 


roc L SSro RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AUTO A 

S3)0LMiaiFiMMius 415-621-0215 

CERTIFIED PRIMUS ONE CENTER '• 

CA Contr. Lie. # 554283 • CA Locksmith Lie. # LC02128 


UPHOLSTERY 
& DRAPERY 

SERVING SF FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

TRICKEY STUDIO 

VOTED "BEST UPHOLSTERER" 2002 

415 864-6516 


Landscape Design 
& Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPECIALIZING IN 
LOW-MAINTENANCE PLANTINGS AUTO¬ 
MATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, DECKS, HOT 
TUBS & FENCES. OUTSTANDING REFER¬ 
ENCES. 

PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA.LIC 
#731605 

@ ( 415 ) 282-0288 


Fernando Gleaning Services 


Hardworking Brazilian Guy 
• Houses • Offices • Buildings 

ioYearsExperlence'GreatReferences 
(415) 567-6213/(415)571-78940611 
CallFreeEstimates 


Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine Deliv¬ 
ered to your doorstep For monthly 
menu, CALL: JANE • 826-2133 
www.pealcuisine.com 

_ E52 

GIFT Q DANCE 

Certificates for donating- QDance 
by Q Folk! $35- 4 week class, 

$65- couple, $20- adtl. Series: 
Incl. 1/2 off 3 parties! 
QueerBallroom.com 
305-8242' 


FLOWER 

ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars, parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415*776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 

_E1B 

Quality interior painging $8 Hr 
Attention to detail. 

835-4735. 


Great Scott 
Cleaning 

Professional cleaning 
at an affordable price 

Weekly or Bi-weekly 

550-SCOT(7268) 

I bring my own supplies and equipment 


Creations Land$capLnO' 


DECKS WATER FEATURES 

FENCES made of either 

RETAINING WALLS (Stainless Steel 
IRRIGATION or Rock)Water 

fails,Streams, 

>hone:(650)557-1543 Ronds,etc’ 

Sell. :(415)310-4857 Indoor & Out 


Christopher's House Cleaning 
8 yrs exp. Free Est. 370-4341 

_E53 

Tree Pruning $15 Hr. I haul it away. 
835-4735. 

E53 

AN AFFORDABLE & PROFESSIONAL 
Solution to your cleaning needs! 

WIZARD CLEAN TEAM 

Reliable* Detailed* Excel lent References 

A COMPLETE CLEANING SVC 

Call the Wizard @ 415-487-0114 

___E52 

PRUNE YOUR TREES 

Expert in pruning of all varieties of 
trees and more.Please call: 334-3334 

_E52. 

GREAT HAIRCUT 

From a stylist who understands 
your styling needs & will make 
you look your absolute best! 

CUTS AND COLOR FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN 

Conv. Un. Sq. loc. • for appt. call, 
415-392-2441, ask for Ernesto @ 
“The Salon On The Square" ^ 

BEST CLEAN $40 WKLY 

Once $55, in BAR 11 yrs*420-2926 


UPKEEP 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGNER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY a TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415 - 641 - 4141 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 


Painting Solution Co. 


415 - 509-7921 

Exterior/Interior 
High Quality 

Free Estimates 
Lie. #798506 

“Make the right choice.” 



cotomsi 

MINTING CO. 

• Commercial/Residential 

• Interior/Exterior 


Winter Special 
10% Off Interiors 


1 Quality Craftsmanship 
* Over 20 Yrs. Experience 



(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 

Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. #786219 


NORTH CAL 
ROOFINGN 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PL & PC-State Lie# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


HHLUX 


Painting & Decorating 

Interior & Exterior 
Wallpapering 
Trained Colorist _ 


41 5.541 .961 4 


Drywall/Plaster - highest quality 
new/repair/patch. Artistic detail, 
textures. $28hr. 20+yrs. 995-4782 

E53 

HANDYMAN JAMIE 

415-425-3692 Dependable Quality 
Carpentry • Electrical • Plumbing ^ 

Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs. Lie. Call 

WREN *621-1379 


.TOP 



TOM SKIDMORE 415-279-2853 
• HANDIWORK • REPAIRS 
• SMALL PROJECTS • SMALL REMODELS 

REASONABLE RATES EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


Brookline 

Aries 

We 

Like 


I H 

k 


Electric 

Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 


(415)239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Japeters@pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY 


r*PH (41 
-Free 

15) 563-5645 n 
Estimates! = 

Old Houses • Condo Conversions 
New Panels • Service Calls 
Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 


Pelliccioni Interior 
Painting 


• Competitive Pricing 

• Free Estimates 

• Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

pi-painting@sbcglobal.net 

415.577.1692 

lie# 38107 



GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415 . 370.4849 

s. JPPCOMPANYeAOL.COM 


CARPENTRY! 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 

(415) 621-1379 

Wren 


■CARPENTRY 

muunmmumm 

m Specializing in 

■ Kitchens 

■ & Baths 

Interior 

■ Remodeling 

Crown & 

2 Custom Trim 

■ Windows & Doors 

■ Impeccable References 

■ 1-415-505-2427 


PHILLIP JAMES 


•HOME REMODELING* 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

• PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK < 

415-374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


1M1LUX 

Painting & Decorating 

Interior & Exterior 
Wallpapering 
Trained Colorist _ 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

P-ainting & Restoration 

Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 

(415)519-7377 

www.eurorestorating.com 
Fully Bonded Insured State Lie. #792783 


JUST HAUL IT I 
JUST PAINT IT I 
JUST PLUMB IT I 
JUST SHOCK IT I I 

- WHATEVER - 

JUST FIX IT ! 

- AN ALL PURPOSE HANDYMAN SERVICE - 

JIM ~ (415) 864 - 6850 
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HAULING 


CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Sofas, Padding, 
Carpet Removal, Appliances, 

Nail Strips, Large Truck 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


*FJ!STMJUn&» 

*•*•415 665-0800 - 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer-Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


MOVERS 


PatRyam 
Moving & 
Storace 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 

• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 
Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *I89S09 


HOM’S MOVING! 

Shdrt-Ndtice Welcome 
Fast Friendly Service 
Small or Large Jobs 
Loading and Unloading of Rental Trucks 


Call: 415.240.6397 


2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. 

Louis 902-3229 

___EQfe-05 

Hauling, etc, 441-1054. Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement 

£02 


Advertise 

Mre Wham 

for a gooclfime call 

David! 



Call 415.861.5019 for 
rates and info. 

Or email 

BARadv@aol.com 



MOVING 

SPECIAIIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 




FREE ESTIMATES 




PACKING •MOVING-STORAGE 


415-821-4755 

WWW-JACKTRUX* COM 


Mals 


thepinksofa.com 



meet other SF lesbians 


BayAreaR 


REAICEPORTER 


Indicate 
Type Style 
HereT 


IBiUdEL 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Fromm 

* Thorough 

* 12 Years Exp 

■1 

ik 

Rick 415.821.1792 


kMiiiwiiJBI 


Affordable house calls for 
your PC needs by exp'd pro. 
Recorded info: (415) 820-3251 
web: www. jzk. info 
Cell: (415)431-6766 




Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office 
throughout the Bay Area. /“r-X 


415-552-7909 'O' 
www.sf-remain.com 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 

___£52 

TECHNO COMMANDO 

Mobile Computer Repair, 

Networking, and Service 
415-606-5246 technocommando.com 


HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com ^ 

Good dish on any one int the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 

WANT TO STAY ON TOP 

of leather events around the world? 
Click regularly on www.LeatherPage. 
com weekly. Stay informed. Stay on 
top. Stay in the loop! Do it now! 


COUNSELING 



PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Openings in Gay Mens Groups 

Work with others to grow beyond self-limiting atti¬ 
tudes, feelings and behaviors. An indepth, dy¬ 
namic, long-term group. 

San Francisco. Wednesdays at 7:30pm 

(415) 431-3220 Limited to 8 members 

| daveCOOperberg@yahOO.COm_ Serving the Boy Area Since 1973 


Cynthia Berman, Ph.D. 

Psychologist #P5Y14305 
Guemeviticj Ca. 

707 - 869-0160 
cbermanl6330@comcast.net 
Relationships, Depression, 
Anxiety, Chemical Dependency 



How you adjust to times of change 
impacts the future you create. 

Healing Heart Counseling 

• Death of a loved one 

• Illness or health issues 

• Relationship change or ending 

• Lifestyle / Self-identity 

• Career / Home transitions 

• Serving adults and children 

• Central SF & Marin /Affordable 

Ken Goodman, Lie. MFT 
#MFT 36868 (415) 487-4313 


B ESSIAN, bisexual, 

DEB PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
OH OF THE BAY AREA 


iaylesta 

«/ o nan-ptom corporation 


a non-prom corporation 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CALI TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 
CALIFORNIA'S OLDEST O/t/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 

wwwgaylesta.org 


OVER 60? 

Join a Gay Men's Group in SF for ex¬ 
ploration and healing with fellow el¬ 
ders of the gay tribe. For Info: A. Chi- 
nen, MD. (415) 564-3337. 


Brief, % 
solution- \ 
focused 
therapy and 
coaching 
for individuals 
and couples 


Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY18892) 

(415) 955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 


NOTICES 


WWW.GAYKINGDOM.COM 

E52 

MERRY CHRISTMAS JON! 

BABE, I LOVE YOU SO MUCH! 
Thanks for everything, yours 
completely, Michael Dille. ^ 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS JULIAN! 

The past year has been one of ups and 
downs, laughter and tears, triumphs 
and losses, good times and bad times 
but we survived and hopefully 2005 
will be much better. Thank YOU. 

§53 

MY SWEET B 

How I miss you 

And look forward to your return 
Love, your E ^ 

MERRY FREAKIN’ 
CHRISTMAS 

Thanks for making my year so great: 
Scott King, Brian Turner, Brian 
Leerhuber & David Ames, Stephen 
Marchi, Bryan Hughes, Donna 
Czerwinski, Carl Oliver, Curt Frietag, 
Marcello Lariosa, Tim Thrush, David 
Fusilier, Jonathan Scheiderman, Jose 
& Ross, Scott Peterson & the Staff @ 
Powerhouse, Matt Consola, David Lai 
& David Millard, Jacob Barker, Jeff. 
Templeton, Brian Smith, Jeff Score, 
Dain Demarco, Justyn Makarewycz, 
Mickey Cogliandro, Mike Roloff, 

Mike Russel, Richard Dupler and 
never last on my list Rob Hughes! 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


X-BOLD Stops Here ▼ BOLD Stops Here ▼ CAPS Stop Here ▼ Regular Stops Here T 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line. Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple price 


PAYMENT 

Cash 

Personal Check 
Money Order 
Visa 

MasterCard 
American Express 
Minimum $10 charge. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


Card Number 


3-Digit Security Code 

Expiration Date 

Signature 


Name 



CONTACT INFORMATION 


Name 


Telephone 

Address 

City 


State Zip 

Number of Issues 

Classification 

Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
SF, CA 94103 
OR FAX TO: 
415.861.8144 
OR E-MAIL: 
baradv@aol.com 










































































































































































Your opinions make a difference to us 
in delivering news, features, events, 
special offers and advertisements. 

To serve our readers best, we invite you to take a few 
minutes and respond to our online survey. You may even win 
one of the prizes listed below just for taking part. 


FIRST PRIZE: $1 1 □□ travel certificate for any bookings 
through Supreme Travel, San Francisco. 


SECOND PRIZE: Resort weekend for 2 at the Russian 
River, Guerneville. 


Random drawing for various prizes (movie passes, comics 
gift certificates] for the next 5Q qualified entrants. 


To participate go to 
http://go.hpolsurveys.com/NGNG 
for more details. 


NOTE: If you are willing to take our survey, we promise to keep your identity completely confidential. 

















Matters of the heart 

‘John Cassavetes: Five Films’ out on DVD, 
including A Woman Under the Influence.’ 

page 32 

Got Bacon (Kevin) 

Stars in ‘The Woodsman,’ 
talks turkey with BAR. 

page 31 

P 

It’s not unusual 

For a confirmed lesbian to 
have a Tom Jones thing. 

page 36 



BJP 0ay4reaReporter 

RTS&fcNTERTAINMENT 



Marcia, 

Marcia, 

Marcia! 

Maureen 
McCormick 
on love & life 
as a former 
Brady 

by David R. Guarino 


D oes she ever tire of the leg¬ 
endary quip, “Marcia, Mar¬ 
cia, Marcia?” What was it re¬ 
ally like to work with the handsome, 
multitalented actor Robert Reed, who 
led an allegedly closeted gay life 
amidst the never-ending hype sur¬ 
rounding one of TV’s most enduring 
sitcoms? What of Maureen’s alleged 
romance with sexy Brady Bunch co- 
star Barry Williams? These are among 
the topics I chatted about with actress 
Maureen McCormick. 

Born in the San Fernando Valley, 
McCormick made her stage debut at 
7. Her charm and natural beauty as¬ 
sured further assignments, including 
the voice of the original “Chatty 
Cathy” doll. McCormick also got act¬ 
ing parts in the original “Pillsbury 
Doughboy” ads. 

In 1969, television producer Sher¬ 
wood Schwartz cast her as eldest 
daughter Marcia Brady in a bub¬ 
blegum sitcom which would go on to 
make television history. The Brady 
Bunch debuted that year, and while it 
ran for only five years, it retains a cult 
following to this day. Focusing on the 
lives of suburban housewife Carol 
Brady (Florence Henderson), her hus¬ 
band Mike (Robert Reed), children 
Greg, Marcia, Jan, Bobby, Peter and 
Cindy and their ever-faithful house¬ 
keeper Alice (Ann B. Davis), The 
Brady Bunch was a fluffy, somewhat 
naive blend of fun, life lessons and 
’70s comedy. When the show 
wrapped in ’74, it was followed by a 
series of highly publicized Brady 
page 32 ► 
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Boxing and other 
unnatural acts 


'Million Dollar 
Baby' Hilary 
Swank weighs in 

by David Lamble 


F or about the first third of Million 
Dollar Baby, the powerful new 
film from Clint Eastwood set in 
the world of female boxers, the 
viewer may be expecting a distaff version 
of Rocky. Early in the film, Clint looks like 
a real old codger. He’s morphed into 
Rocky’s cantankerous first manager, the 
one played by Burgess Meredith. The setup 
seems perfect: Maggie Fitzgerald (Hilary 
Swank) walks into the rundown gym run 
by Frankie Dunn (Eastwood), and asks 
Frankie to train her. 

“1 don’t train girls.” Frankie has the 
raspy voice of a man who’s been maintain¬ 
ing a three-pack-a -day habit for 50 years. 

“Maybe you should. People who sec me 
fight say I’m pretty tough.” 

“Girlie, tough ain’t enough.” 

Frankie will give in, of course, and help 
Maggie become the first woman to tran¬ 
scend the freak show of tabloid notoriety, 
but Million Dollar Baby is not about win¬ 
ning a title. Rather, it belongs to that select 
group of haunting films where living the 
dream collides with the pitiless laws of 
physics and the almost whimsical cruelty 
of the gods. In the same fashion as Boys 
Don’t Cry and Soldier's Girl, Million i|| fjar 
Baby offers queer viewers a tantalizing 
glimpse of a world where gender barriers 
disappear for a heart-stopping moment. 

Just as her Brandon Teena became a 
tomboy’s wet dream of the best little boy 
in the world, Swank is utterly convincing 
as a female boxer who knocks out every 
dame in her path. There are oddly funny 
moments when Frankie is so overcome by 
the task at hand that his instructions to 
Maggie feel like they’re torn from the pages 
of I Jepiy,Jyliller. “1 want you to jab her 
right in the tits, until they turn blue and 




The film wisely eliminates the slightly 
anti-lesbian tone of the original material. 
It’s based on a short story by boxing-cor¬ 
ner man F.X. Toole, born in 1930, the same 
year as Eastwood, which helps explain the 
film’s debt to an unabashedly old-fash¬ 
ioned school of storytelling. Toole’s story 
reads on the page like it was downloaded 
page 36 ► 
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CLOSED TUESDAY FOR MAINTENANCE 

4/3.S6&.0738 


Satyrieon 


Located at 2251 Market 
Street b/w Noe & Sanchez 
wwwirepastoriasatyricon.com 


THE NEW CONSERVATORY 
THEATRE CENTER 


Special New Year’s Eve 
Performances! 


Back by popular demand 

Die Kinsey Sicks: 

0y Vey 
In A Manger 


Held over to January S 


cxxnt 
ikews 

beyond the first kiss 


Special Holiday Matinees 


Maurice Sendak's 

Really Rosie 

The Timeless Kids' Classic! 
November L3-December 30 


Book A Lyrics by Maurice Sendak 
Music by Carole King 


for 
families 
their kids! 




Winter Subscription Special: 

See 3 Shows for $60! Call for more details. 


1«E PEW OHIOMKt 


35 Van Ness Avenue 1 

& ^ EH ^ HI *=. mt 


San Francisco • 1415) 861-B97S 
visit us online at www.nctcsf.org 


tm an San/f/ *Jba/*t on fftrea/uiuj 
? 77 io<se * Seta i/ean\s f/ieso/aftons... 

Open for New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day! 
Prix Fixe Menu for New Year’s Eve 


Sandra Bernhard 
turns it out 


Special champagne Brunch for New Year’s Day 
Full Bar and Great Italian Wines! 


Bringing her ass, act to SF for NY Eve 


Lunch: Wednesday through Sunday • 11am to 2:30pm 
Dinner: Wednesday through. Monday • 5pm to 11 pm 


by Roberto Friedman 


Bernhard on motherhood and citizenship: "It’s gotta be hands-on." 


Hanukkah. Now, Sandra has said 
on the record before that she’s not 
going to lob her daughter to the 
press like a human beachball, just 
so they can bat her around for col¬ 
umn-friendly, squib-ready 
soundbites. The child is 
off-limits. So instead, we 
asked her how it felt to 
be a mother. 

“Motherhood 
keeps on getting better 
and better, and I keep 
getting better and bet¬ 
ter at it. It’s not easy, 
having a child is 
definitely a work- 
in-progress. I have 
some help, but you 
gotta do it yourself. It’s gotta be 
hands-on.” 

How does she do it? “When I’m 
home, I don’t go out at night any¬ 
more. I mean, I might go out for 
dinner, but I’m in bed by 10 p.m., 
because she gets up at 7 a.m. in the 
morning, and I gotta be ready for 
it.” 

Bernhard enfamilia will be ar¬ 
riving in SF one day early, so they 
can “bop around on Thursday. 
Then, Friday, I’ll spend the day 
getting ready to do two shows. 
Then we’ll fly out on Saturday.” 

Wow, her life sounds so full 
and busy. But we gotta thank San¬ 
dra for taking the time to check in, 
and for jetting her ass to town so 
she can put it out there “for the 
kiddos.” We don’t think she means 
save the children in this case, we 
think she means big gay us. 

“Oh yeah, I’ve been coming up 
to SF since I was 10. It’s a big in¬ 
spirational city for me!” And vice 
versa, luv. Tix at 
CityBoxOflice.com. 

Love hurts 

It’s truly the story that keeps on 
giving: Some attentive readers 
might recall that last week, Out 
There did a fair amount of impo¬ 
lite giggling over the big Ellen De- 
Generes/Alexandra Hedison 
split, a breakup that had to hap¬ 
pen so Ellen could go do the wild 


monkey with Portia de Rossi in- 

between fits of taping TV. This 
came hard on the heels of de Rossi 
giving her own longtime lady, 
Francesca Gregorini, the old 
heave-ho, which made 
‘L’Affaire DeGeneres” all 
the more delicious. We 
know, Out There 
needs to get a life, but 
we don’t care, we eat 
this stuff right up. 
Well, it gets better. 
Seems that before they 
severed the Sapphic knot, 
Ellen and Alexandra 
did a big celebrity- 
couple profile for 
the cover of the next 
Advocate. Its gist: They’re so 
happy together! Despite the fact 
that the relationship is now finito, 
kaput, toasted chestnut, the glow¬ 
ing portrait-in-print is still going 
to hit the newsstands as if they 
were a couple intact, for the mag¬ 
azine’s year-end issue. 

Ellen acknowledges this is po¬ 
tentially confusing to readers, and 
she and Hedison have issued a 
statement through the Advocate 
online in which Hedison admits, 
“I would never have done this 
story if I had thought we would 
not be together today.” But honey, 
didn’t you have an inkling? 

Express clue to Advocate edi¬ 
tors: So kill the story already! If 
Ellen can end it, so can you. 

House on fire 

Well, Ellen & Portia might 
make wild-beast love in their 
groovy Hollywood love-shack all 
day long, but at least it hasn’t 
burned down yet, like the “Love 
Shack” that supposedly inspired 
the classic B-52’s party hit of 
same name. The Advocate report¬ 
ed that the immortalized cabin, 
set back in a field outside Athens, 
Georgia, has burned right down 
to its crispy frame and tin roof. 

Boy, we can only imagine the 
great hootenannies that must have 
gone down there when singer 
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kay, everyone, let’s say it: It’s 
been a tough year. That’s a 
given. But we gotta take 
heart and keep hope alive! That’s 
what comedian fabulosa Sandra 
Bernhard says, anyway. “We can 
change it back to a creative, ex¬ 
pressive, free world if we’re willing 
to take charge!” 

The unsinkable Sandra is com¬ 
ing to our little burg to rally San 
Francisco spirits and lift our post- 
Nov. 2 blues, and she’s playing two 
shows on New Year’s Eve, 8 8c 
10:30 p.m., at the Alcazar Theatre, 
650 Geary St. We’d say that falls 
into the category of putting it out 
there for people who need it. 

Blessedly, Out There has seats 
for the early show, so when she 
called us up last week to catch us 
up on her act, we asked Bernhard 
if she was going to be totally “on” 
for both shows. 

“Of course, of course!” she 
said, like duh! “It’s going to be a 
real end-of-the year wrap-up!” 
She’ll be givin’ ’til it hurts, incar¬ 
nating her original sex machine, 
and serving up music and caring 
and the special strong-Sandra vibe 
she does so well. 

Bernhard’s career seems to be 
in take-off mode again. She has a 
recurring role in the new season of 
The L Word, which begins in Feb¬ 
ruary. She plays an English profes¬ 
sor who really whips the young 
’uns into shape. But she told the 
producers from the start that her 
character was not going to be get¬ 
ting naked and jumping in and 
out of chicks’ beds, so keep it in 
your pants. She said, “Love is the 
most shocking act left on Earth.” 
We dig it. 

Sandra also has a role in NBC’s 
Crossing Jordan, which starts up 
again Sunday nights in February. 
Plus she’s the mother of a 6-year- 
old daughter, to whom she has re¬ 
cently been introducing the joys of 


LANDMARK S CLAY CINEARTS@EMPIRE 

2261 Fillmore Street (415) 346-1124 85 West Portal and Vicente (415) 661-2539 


FROM THE OSCAR WINNING DIRECTOR OF TALK TO HER 


C WINNER - Best Foreign Film - NEW YORK FILM CRITICS CIRCLE ) 

"A VOLUPTUOUS EXPERIENCE 
THAT INVITES YOU TO GORGE ON 
ITS BEAUTY AND VITALITY” 

-Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 




(HIGHEST RATING) 


GAEL GARCIA BERNAL IS 
SPECTACULAR! ANOTHER 
GREAT ACHIEVEMENT BY A 
FILMMAKER ON A ROLL!” 




NOW PLAYING! 
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Having a ball on New Year’s Eve 


Bay Area stages light up for 


by Richard Dodds 


ne great thing about going 
to the. theater this New 
Year’s Eve is that you can get 
home in time to watch Regis 
Philbin subbing for Dick Clark at 
the Times Square ball-drop. 

But seriously, folks, there are a 
number of possibilities for revelry 
of a seated nature on 
Dec. 31 outside the 
home. Here are some of 
those theatrical offer¬ 
ings, all with an 8 p.m. 
curtain unless otherwise 
noted. 

Striking 12, set on 
New Year’s Eve, gets the 
prize as being the 
most seasonally ap¬ 
propriate of the 
choices. Presented 
by Theatre Works in Palo Alto, this 
musical/concert is a surprisingly 
enjoyable contemporary variation 
on the story of the little match- 
girl. A very agreeable trio calling 
itself GrooveLily acts out the story 
with both a wink and a big heart, 
and performs the eclectic pop- 
rock score with considerable ap¬ 
peal. Call (650) 903-6000, or go to 
theatreworks.org. 

Its eponymous holiday will be 
over, but Irving Berlin’s White 
Christmas should work just fine 
on Dec. 31. This Broadway-caliber 
tryout at the Curran Theatre puts 
the 1954 movie musical onstage 
with skill and a hearty helping of 
warmth. By the final curtain, you 
should have a smile to take you 
into 2005. Call 512-7770, or go to 
bestofbroadway-sf.com. 

It’s also still Christmas, as well 
as Hanukkah, at New Conservato¬ 
ry Theatre Center, where Kinsey 
Sicks is happily harmonizing and 
turning a few stomachs. Oy Vey in 
a Manger brings back the dra- 


gapella quartet for a second year 
with its proudly bad-taste inter¬ 
pretations of the holidays. Call 
861-8972, or go to nctc-sf.org. 

New Conservatory is also of¬ 
fering a more somber way to close 
out 2004. SF playwright Tom W. 
Kelly takes a bittersweet look at 
gay romance in various guises in 
the five short plays under the um¬ 
brella title Significant Others. Call 
861-8972 or go to nctc- 
sf.org. 

The Man Who Came 
to Dinner, the vintage 
Kaufman and Hart play, 
gets a whimsically queer 
and sometimes down¬ 
right weird interpreta¬ 
tion at Theatre Rhino 
under John Fisher’s 
direction. Call 861- 
5079 or go to ther- 
hino.org. 

There’s no nudity in either the 
Rhino or New Conservatory pro¬ 
ductions, but Best of Broadway is 
making up for it with Take Me Out 
at the Golden Gate Theatre. 
Richard Greenberg’s play about an 
openly gay baseball star is an en¬ 
tertaining if sometimes creaky 
comedy-drama, and, no matter 
what anyone says, the nudity is re- 
splendently gratuitous. Call 512- 
7770 or go to bestofbroadway- 
sf.com. 

There are some grim moments 
and mighty unhappy people in 
Polk County at Berkeley Rep, but 
before it’s over, everyone’s singing 
a joyous gospel song. An excellent 
cast performs Zora Neale 
Hurston’s long-lost blues musical 
that should leave you feeling ready 
for a new year. Call (510) 647- 
2949, or go to berkeleyrep.org. 

Scott Capurro, a Josie’s veter¬ 
an, returns to SF with a Dec. 31 
show titled Erect on New Year’s. 
The theatrically oriented queer 
comic is in for one performance 



Curmudgeon 

attacks 

'Man Who Came to Dinner' 


by Richard Dodds 


n a program note for Theatre 
Rhino’s The Man Who Came 
to Dinner, director John Fisher 
says his goal is the “gay rehabilita¬ 
tion” of its title character. But 
Rhino’s artistic director has more 
on his agenda than turning Sheri¬ 
dan Whiteside into a bitchy queen. 

With, I suspect, free-wheeling 
contributions from the cast, he 
has sought both to deconstruct 
hoary theatrical conventions and 
allow at least some of the charac¬ 
ters to physically, and cartoonish- 
ly, manifest their inner feelings. 
The result is a very strange brew 
that can variously amuse, intrigue, 
perplex, and utterly collapse. 

Fisher has also played loose 
with the 1939 Kaufman and Hart 
script, manufacturing gay infer¬ 
ences where none could be mas¬ 
saged from the original text. It’s 
one thing to have a young male 
character display a longing gaze at 
a scripted mention of San Fran¬ 
cisco, and quite another to add a 
joke about him wearing high 



P.A. Cooley cranks up queeniness. 


heels. But that’s better than an 
anachronistic “laptop” gag or a 
historically sloppy reference to 
Judy Garland. 

Kaufman and Hart based 
Sheridan Whiteside, trapped by a 
broken hip in a middle-class Mid¬ 
western home, on the real-life au¬ 
thor, pundit, and curmudgeonly 
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the holidays 

only at the Victoria Theatre at 8 
p.m. Tickets are available at tick- 
ets.com. 

Queer and theatrical are also 
reasonable adjectives to describe 
Sandra Bernhard, performing at 
the Alcazar Theatre on the last 
evening of 2004 at 8 p.m. — and 
also at 10:30 p.m. for those who 
don’t mind missing the big ball- 
drop. Call 392-4400 or go to city- 
boxoffice.com. 

Kosher Christmas 

If you’re still looking for a way 
to skip the Christmas juggernaut, 
Kung Pao Kosher Comedy is back 
for its 12th year of Chinese food 
and stand-up comedy. And be¬ 
cause it’s the brainchild of SF les¬ 
bian comic Lisa Geduldig, the per¬ 
formers often have a lezzie lean. 

This year that means return 
visits by Judy Gold, a 6-foot-3 
mother of two with a highly 
quotable mother, and Page Hur- 
witz, who got her start at Josie’s 
Cabaret. They share the bill with 
Brad Zimmerman, a 20-year 



Josie's Cabaret veteran Scott Capurro returns with Erect on New Year's. 


standup veteran from New York. 

The venue is again the New 
Asia Restaurant in Chinatown, 
where eight shows are set for Dec. 
23-26. Admission to dinner shows 
is $54, and $36 to the cocktail 


shows. Call (925) 275-9005, or go 
to koshercomedy.com. ▼ 


Richard Dodds can be reached 
at BARstage@aol.com. 
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Million-dollar baby 

SF Ballet unveils its new ' Nutcracker' 



by Stephanie von Buchau 


rtistic director Helgi 
Tomasson secured heavy- 
duty sponsorship before 
even attempting the San Francis¬ 
co Ballets new Nutcracker, which 
had its world premiere last Friday 
at the War Memorial Opera 
House. This project, which has to 
fill SFB coffers for at least 10 years, 
looks like a million bucks. Yet even 
knowing that he has to please au¬ 
diences (especially repeat audi¬ 
ences) and obey the constraints of 
good taste, common sense and 
budgetary responsibility (none of 
them known to produce great 
art), Tomasson has managed a re¬ 
markable feat. 

This Nutcracker may not be 
terribly innovative, though 
Tomasson has tweaked the story 
convincingly. Though easy on the 


eyes, especially compared to the 
visual horror it replaces, it some¬ 
times looks underproduced. The 
music, conducted by Andrew Mo- 
grelia, seems headed in the right 
direction, though opening night’s 
vociferous, constantly applauding 
audience drowned out some of 
the best tunes. In other words, it’s 
probably going to improve as the 
run goes on, but even so, the high 
points are so high that the more 
mundane ones are easily forgiven. 

The snow scene, employing a 
live Boys Chorus, is pure magic, 
with showers of white stuff drench¬ 
ing ethereal Yuan Yuan Tan and her 
handsome partner, Ruben Martin. 
The grand pas de deux, with a 
grown-up, transformed Clara 
(Tina LeBlanc) dancing with her 
yummy Nutcracker Prince (Gonza- 
lo Garcia), is heartstopping. Even 
the chattering, applaud-happy au¬ 
dience finally shut up, and Mogre- 


lia made the music as erotic as it 
should be within the confines of 
the Russian classical style. Finally, in 
a staging touch I’ve never seen be¬ 
fore, but which caps the whole 
evening, Tomasson returns Clara to 
the safety of her own living room, 
to be warmly embraced by her con¬ 
cerned mother (Anita Paciotti). 
Okay, I’m just an old softie, but this 
is the first time I’ve ever puddled up 
at a Nutcracker. 

Of course, we got the most 
perfect cast possible, but that 
doesn’t mean other permutations 
aren’t going to be as good. Tomas¬ 
son told me a couple of weeks ago 
that barring injuries, SFB could 
field at least six first-rate dancers 
for each of the four leading roles. 
If you wonder “why four?” Tomas¬ 
son has thrown in a ringer, which 
makes perfect sense as the story 
progresses. Drosselmeyer (elegant 
Ashley Wheater) introduces Clara 
(a simple but effective Caroline 
Hearst, who has some serious 
dancing to do) to the Nutcracker 
doll. The battle with the mice 
needs more focus, though Kirill 
Zaretskiy’s Mouse King dies hilar¬ 
iously by sliding into the 
prompter’s box. But the Nutcrack¬ 
er is revealed as a handsome 
young man in the first act with a 
bravura solo employing part of 
the snow pas de deux music. 

Box set 

At the end, after Clara and 
Drosselmeyer have watched the 
international dances, the Sugar 
Plum (Muriel Maffre) guides the 
child into a magic box. When it is 
re-opened, a mature Clara 
(LeBlanc) emerges to dances the 
grand pas with her Nutcracker. Of 
all the “maturing of Clara” scenar¬ 
ios I’ve seen, including Mark Mor¬ 
ris’ moving version in The Hard 
Nut, this one is easily the most 
logical way to bind the first “real¬ 
istic” act to the second “divertisse¬ 
ment” act. Whatever one may 
think of Tomasson’s actual chore¬ 
ography — it’s correctly classical 
most of the time, though he 


throws in some spectacular lifts in 
the grand pas — his ability to tell 
a story is impeccable. You do not 
have to read program notes to fol¬ 
low this Nutcracker. 

I found the dancing dolls in 
Act I unmemorable, and missed 
my dancing bear, though Tomas¬ 
son adds an adorable, gymnastic 
bear (Matthew Stewart) to 
Madame Du Cirque and her Buf¬ 
foons (the old Mother Ginger and 
tots from the ballet school) in Act 
II. I always want to take something 
home from Nutcracker, and if I 
can’t have Gonzalo Garcia, I’ll take 
the bear. The Arabian, Spanish 
and French dances are banal, but 
the Chinese dance with Pascal 
Molat teasing a classic Chinatown 
red dragon, and the “trepak,” in 
which the Three Ivans (led by 
Guennadi Nedviguine) burst from 
Faberge eggs (choreography by 
Anatole Vilzak), are spectacular. 

Since dancers come and go, 
and I hope Tomasson will tweak 
the frenetic rising of the tree next 
year — too much stuff happening 


onstage spoils the musical climax 
:— most of the lasting concern 
about this new production is in 
the designs. The first act is very 
old San Francisco — the slide 
show during the overture is a vi¬ 
sual delight, though the audience 
oohing and aahing spoiled the 
music. The second act has no hint 
of “Land of Sweets,” which is fine 
with me, but I found Michael 
Yeargan’s pale cyclorama and airy 
silver arches to look unfinished. I 
understand the “less is more” the¬ 
ory, but in this case, it’s a little too 
“less,” especially if we have to look 
at it for 10 years. 

Perhaps just a hint of pale 
domes or cupolas on the eye 
would dress the space more con¬ 
vincingly. Martin Pakledinaz’s 
costumes, on the other hand, are 
sumptuously beautiful, with pale 
peach, lime, gold and blues used 
handsomely. Not a vulgar red in 
sight. The Sugar Plum’s tutu is a 
knockout as she dances the lead in 
the “Waltz of the Flowers” rather 
than in the grand pas. T 
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“TWO THUMBS UP!” 

-EBERT 8. ROtPER 

“Haunting quietness 
from Bacon...tough 
vulnerability from Sedgwick .” 

-Missy Schwartz, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

“Mos Def is outstanding.” 

-Lou Lumenick, NEW YORK POST 

“Sedgwick offers 
supporting fireworks” 

-Anthony Kaufman, VARIETY 

“A startling, grimly intense 
performance from Bacon.” 

-Scott Foundas, LA WEEKLY 
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AWARD NOMINATIONS u% 

Best Male Lead 

Kevin Bacon 

“0NE OF THE SEASONS MOST 
POWERFUL. Bacon, Sedgwick 
and Mos Def tu rn in fierce . 
career-topping work.” 

-Josh Rothkopf, TIMEOUT NY 

“Kevin Bacon gives a courageous 
and compelli ng performance ” 

-Jack Mathews, THE NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 

“Kyra Sedgwick is terrific.” 

-6avid Rooney, DAILY VARIETY 

“Mos Def shines.” 

-Dennis Dermody, PAPER 

“Bacon electrifies audiences.” 


Rex Reed, NEW YORK OBSERVER 
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by Richard Dodds 


ake Me Out isn’t a play like¬ 
ly to stand the test of time, 
but for this moment in the 
early 21st century, it’s a darn good 
yarn. After all, it’s got humor, 
heartache, social relevancy, base¬ 
ball, and nine naked men in a 
lather. 

The 2003 Tony Award winner 
for best play, now at the Golden 
Gate Theatre, deals with the ram¬ 
ifications of a coming-out an¬ 
nouncement by a baseball super- 
star. While outfielder Darren 
Lemming is the central character, 
the play isn’t a predictable movie- 
of-the-week profile in courage. 
You can’t quite call Lemming an 
anti-hero, but he can be some¬ 
thing of an asshole. 

He’s certainly arrogant, so 
much so that he believes his exalt¬ 
ed status will wipe out any homo¬ 
phobia, disapproval, or betrayal 
stemming from his announce¬ 
ment. He even dismisses the dis¬ 
appointment his best friend on 


Harlan George, Doug Wert and M.D. Walton at the Golden Gate Theatre. 


the team expresses at learning the 
secret along with the rest of the 
world at the press conference. 

In some ways, Take Me Out is 


like an entertaining social study, 
with various cultures, classes, and 
orientations bumping up against 
next page ► 
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The hideaway you ’re looking for 

Dinner & Weekend Brunch 4123 24 th St. at Castro 
285-5598 call for hours 


Dark Prince 
and a showgirl 

' Phantom' sings for the camera 


by Robert Julian 


ndrew Lloyd Webber’s The 
Phantom of the Opera ar¬ 
rived onstage as a one-trick 
pony. The trick was an enormous 
chandelier that dropped dramati¬ 
cally from the ceiling, stopping 
just above the seats of the orches¬ 
tra section. The film version, 
robbed of this live opportunity, 
must rise or fall on its intrinsic 
musicality and director Joel Schu¬ 
macher’s vision. And fall it does. 

Despite John Mathieson’s 
beautiful cinematography, Antho¬ 
ny Pratt’s exquisite production de¬ 
sign, and Alexandra Byrnes won¬ 
derful costumes, Phantom is a tri¬ 
fle. There is little substance to the 
music or the story. Schumacher’s 
direction is heavy on bombast, re¬ 
sulting in a film that is over¬ 
wrought, overthought, and full of 
itself. In the end, the story is quite 
silly: deformed circus freak lives in 
basement of opera and falls for 
young diva. But Phantom is pre¬ 
sented in a vainglorious style that 
only affirms how brilliant Rob 
Marshall was with his subtle cine¬ 
matic reinvention of a tired old 
stage musical called Chicago. 
However, unlike Schumacher, 
Marshall did not have to deal with 
Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

There should be some sort of 
law prohibiting composers from 
producing and writing the screen¬ 
plays for their own musicals. Un¬ 
fortunately, there is not. That is 
why Webber is able to subject 
viewers to two-and-one-quarter 
hours of musical mediocrity. The 
film’s casting only compounds the 
problem. 

Emmy Rossum stars as Chris¬ 
tine, the object of the phantom’s 
unrequited love. But Rossum 
bears a significant resemblance to 
Elizabeth Berkley of Showgirls 
fame and, despite her Snow White 
visage, it was impossible for this 


Take Me Out 

M previous page 

one another and causing different 
kinds of sparks. Greenberg man¬ 
ages to craft a memorable string of 
encounters, several of them gen¬ 
uinely bracing. But there are 
times, despite director Joe Mantel- 
lo’s flashy production, when the 
play resembles a construction kit 
missing a few parts, or making use 
of lesser materials to fill the gaps. 

Lemming’s relationship with a 
born-again player from another 
team, for example, isn’t much de¬ 
veloped despite its critical impor¬ 
tance to the plot. The play also 
falls into sitcom situations, and 
sometimes the comic relief arrives 
a bit too anxiously on the heels of 
a serious moment. 

Most of the comic relief comes 
in the form of Mason Marzac, an 
unathletic gay nerd who is Lem¬ 
ming’s new business manager and 
newbie baseball fan. He swoons in 
campy fashion over his new client 
in a role that won Denis O’Hare a 
Tony Award in the Broadway pro¬ 
duction. Judging by the New York 
reviews of O’Hare, T. Scott Cun¬ 
ningham apparently tones down 
the queen act a few notches, which 
would seem to be a good thing. 

Providing most of the high- 


voltage tension is a redneck relief 
pitcher in the John Rocker mode 
who, unlike his new teammates, 
does more than just grumble in 
the locker room at having to share 
this manly space with a gay man. 
Harlon George gives a real sense 
of danger to this damaged human 
who Greenberg wisely keeps from 
becoming a straightforward vil¬ 
lain. 

As Darren Lemming, an un¬ 
willing role model for any group, 
M.D. Walton has a laidback confi¬ 
dence that serves the role if not ig¬ 
niting it. There is good work from 
Doug Wert as the team’s intellec¬ 
tual and Charles Parnell as the 
best friend Lemming loses. 

A number of other characters 
don’t seem to have much point 
beyond filling out a baseball ros¬ 
ter, and to provide a nine-man 
shower nude scene that gives you 
lots of time to compare and con¬ 
trast. The playwright and director 
may argue that nudity is an essen¬ 
tial part of the storytelling, and in 
a couple of cases it probably is, but 
after that it’s just gravy. T 


Take Me Out will run at the 
Golden Gate Theatre through 
Jan. 9. Tickets are $37-$75. 
Call 512-7770 or go to 
bestofbroadway-sf.com. 


Andrew Lloyd Webber's one-trick pony comes to the Silver Screen. 


reviewer not to fantasize Rossum 
ripping off her bodice and at¬ 
tempting to slide down a pole 
while casting a smirk in the direc¬ 
tion of an offscreen Gina Ger- 
shon. Newcomer Gerard Butler 
assays the title role with all the 
melodramatic cliches firmly in 
place (not that he had any other 
options), and Patrick Wilson por¬ 
trays Christine’s true love, the Vi- 
compte de Chagny, with an 
earnestness not seen since 
Charmian Carr trilled “I am 16 
Going on 17” in The Sound of 
Music. 

Talented Miranda Richardson 
is wasted in the role of the ballet 
mistress. And although the vocal 
performances are all on pitch, it 
appears only Minnie Driver un¬ 
derstands where she is, and what 
she needs to do. As La Carlotta, 
the opera company’s hammy Ital¬ 
ian diva, Driver chews the scenery 
with great abandon. Bug-eyed and 
be-wigged, Driver intuitively un¬ 
derstands she is trapped in a big, 
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campy wallow, and her over-the- 
top performance is the metaphor¬ 
ical whoopee cushion that relieves 
the heavy-handed sense of self- 
importance hanging over these 
proceedings. Prospective patrons 
should enter at their own risk. ▼ 
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Luxuriant musical extravaganzas 

Resplendent'Merlin/ 'Tales of Hoffmann' out on DVD 


by Philip Campbell 

f you still need to stuff the 
stockings of the music-lovers 
I in your life and you want to 
knock their socks off, too, a cou¬ 
ple of luxuriant DVD releases 
should do the trick. That is, if 
their taste in fantasy tends a little 
toward the dark side and they like 
their opera productions with an 
imaginative edge. 

Merlin - Isaac Albeniz; Orchestra 
and Chorus of Teatro Real de 
Madrid, Jose de Eusebio 
(BBC/Opus Arte) 

Conductor-turned-musicolo¬ 
gist Jose de Eusebio won a Gram¬ 
my and international awards 
when he first recorded this “lost” 
opera by composer Isaac Albeniz 
and English banker/poet Francis 
Burdett Money-Coutts. 

Considered now by many 
scholars to l^e the missing link be¬ 
tween the isolated Spanish reper¬ 
toire of the early 20th-century and 
the rest of Europe, Merlin emerges 
as a genuine lyric drama of cos¬ 
mopolitan sophistication. 

The score sounds like Wagner, 
with the transparency of Debussy 
and a touch of Sir Edward Elgar. 
The libretto is intentionally mod¬ 
eled after Wagner’s Ring, but it 
comes off more like Gilbert and 



Sullivan on a bad day. 

It was Albeniz’s genius to over¬ 
come the gibberish of the archaic 
English verse. When the nymph 
Nivian sings to Merlin, “Grant me 
to hold your rod,” he prevents a 
raucous audience response by the 
sheer force of the vocal line. 

The Teatro Real production 
also avoids titters with a staging 
that preserves the original English 
text for a Spanish-speaking audi¬ 
ence. Director John Dew and 
choreographer Mei Hong Lin 
both take the Arthurian legend se¬ 
riously, and the result is a fluid 
and compelling tale of power-lust, 
seduction and betrayal. 

Merlin is gorgeous to see, with 
sets and costumes that look like 



Star Wars meets The Lord of the 
Rings, but the main glory of the 
show comes from the beautiful 
work of the chorus and orchestra. 

Individual singers also make 
their mark. Baritone David Wil- 
son-Johnson is commanding in 
the title role. Veteran soprano 
Carol Vaness makes a convincing¬ 
ly sensuous Nivian, and tenor Stu¬ 
art Skelton is a stressed but sturdy 
BCing Arthur. 

The only serious problem oc¬ 
curs with good old Eva Marton, a 
vocal train-wreck in the part of 
Morgan le Fay. Her Eva Gabor ac¬ 
cent is jarring, and her pitch is 
downright scary, but she compen¬ 
sates, portraying the conniving 
enchantress as a desperate mother 
who only wants her son Mordred 
to “vin” the crown at any cost. 

Whatever its textual shortcom¬ 
ings, Merlin remains a ripping 
good yarn filled with pages of ex¬ 
citing and appealing music. Euse¬ 
bio’s labor of love is not only a vic¬ 
tory for his musical heritage, but 
also a real find for listeners who 
only know Albeniz from his for¬ 
midable piano works. 

The Tales of Hoffmann - Jacques 
Offenbach; Orchestra and Chorus 
Opera National de Paris, Jesus 
Lopez-Cobos (TDK) 

Another fascinating fantasy is 
altogether more familiar to opera 
fans, but it has suffered so many 
revisions over the years that every 
revival is likely to yield new opin¬ 
ions. The extravagant and contro¬ 
versial production by the Opera 



Bastille in 2002 is no exception, 
but it is arguably the best-acted 
and most cleverly staged version 
yet. At least on DVD. 

Tenor Neil Shicoff (returning 
to the stage after an illness) is per¬ 
fectly cast as the hapless drunk 
who wins a kind of redemption 
through the agonies of reckless 
love and unwitting depravity. 
Partnering him throughout the 
feverish melee, in a tour de force 
as the four villains, is baritone 
Bryn Terfel. 

The brilliant director Robert 
Carsen places the action within an 
opera house (within an opera 
house: get it?). The idea is so bril¬ 
liantly realized that, for once, the 
whole sprawling masterpiece be¬ 
comes crazily plausible. 

Technically, the production is 
elaborate to the point of distrac¬ 
tion. The sets are an entertain¬ 
ment in themselves, making the 


Met’s fairy-tale interpretation 
seem almost provincial by com¬ 
parison. Ye gods, they even have 
another orchestra pit up there! 

The musical values are particu¬ 
larly strong, so the evening flies by 
with seamless grace. If some of the 
singing is a little strained, it is 
made acceptable by the high level 
of acting. 

Susanne Mentzer recalls the 
young Frederica von Stade as the 
Muse and Nicklausse. Local fa¬ 
vorite Ruth Ann Swenson is 
adorable as the mechanical doll 
Olympia, and Beatrice Uria-Mon- 
zon makes up for a less-than- 
glamorous tone with a particular¬ 
ly alluring performance as the 
siren Giulietta. 

Lopez-Cobos elicits a gorgeous 
sound from the pit, and the cho¬ 
risters are wonderfully character¬ 
ized. 

Some have complained at the 
sight of so much flesh in the Venice 
sequence (wittily performed in the 
seats of the on-stage theater). Not a 
problem when it fits the brazenly 
sexual concept so well. 

The night ultimately belonged 
to Terfel and Shicoff, and they 
both received screams of approval 
with the rhythmic clapping ac¬ 
corded by European audiences 
when they are well and truly 
pleased. 

There may never be a definitive 
edition of Offenbach’s marvelous 
mess, but this time, the Bastille 
(Opera, that is) stormed the 
French, and we are lucky to have 
it on disc. ▼ 


Chinatown 


by Jim Nawrocki 


Beijing by Philip Gambone; Ter¬ 
race Books, $26.95 

hen David, the protago¬ 
nist of Philip Gambone’s 
novel Beijing, decides to 
move to China for one year to 
work in a medical clinic there, he 
takes along a copy of Melville’s 
Moby Dick as reading material. 
The choice is emblematic. Like 
Melville’s Ishmael, David embarks 
on his journey to escape the stag- 
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nation that seems to have settled 
upon his life. He’s recently lost a 
lover to AIDS, he’s grown perhaps 
too comfortable and familiar with 
his surroundings, and his 50th 
birthday is looming. 

The novel is set in 1996, when 
vestiges of China’s old guard were 
somewhat more visible than they 
are today. Aside from passing ref¬ 
erences to Clinton and to China’s 
political history, the story high¬ 
lights more the social differences 
between the East and the West 
rather than the ideological ones. 
Gambone seems concerned with 
portraying just how difficult it is 
for gay men to live in Chinese so¬ 
ciety, at least in contrast to their 
European and American counter¬ 
parts, but he does manage to show 
them living with a fair amount of 
freedom. 

Gambone sets the stage for 
David’s journey in somewhat pre¬ 
dictable ways. The first half of the 
novel, in particular, seems full of 
set pieces: a middle-aged narrator 
ruminating on the passage of 
time; fleeting recollections of a 
dead lover that hint at fuller reve¬ 
lations to come; the trusty side- 
kick who offers knowing advice 
on life and love; a goodbye scene 
at the airport. The relationships 
that David has with key people in 
his life are depicted in a manner 
that veers close to cliche. His con¬ 
versations with his mother are al¬ 
most paint-by-number. His rela¬ 
tionship with Owen is depicted as 
standard-issue gay: they nag each 
other slightly, but the reader 
knows that they will always main¬ 
tain their affectionate-but-platon- 
ic connection. David has the an¬ 
noying habit of referring to Owen 



as “Cupcake,” and he invokes 
other cute-isms that seem to wear 
thin quickly. 

Artful eye 

One wants to like Beijing. It’s a 
novel that has its heart in the right 
place, and Gambone’s depictions 
of China are lovingly drawn. In 
the opening section of Chapter 6, 
for example, he includes a partic¬ 
ularly vivid, almost prose-poem- 
like passage in which he praises 
the everyday details of life in 
China that enchant him so much. 
His wanderings in the city are full 
of little surprises, and Gambone 
depicts much of it with a sensuous 
and painterly eye. 

Gambone relies heavily on ex¬ 
position. Although this can be ef¬ 
fective when he’s describing the 
texture of daily life in China, it 
does not serve the novel well when 
Gambone seems to gloss over im¬ 
portant plot and character devel¬ 
opments. This is especially evident 
in the novel’s depiction of David’s 
relationship with Bosheng, a 
young artist he meets at a caf£ and 
falls in love with. Gambone takes 
care to depict the tenderness of 
page 40 ► 
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Six degrees of 
Kevin Bacon 

Challenging role as The Woodsman' 



by David Lamble 


evin Bacon is wearing sun¬ 
glasses indoors. Can this 
man be trusted? Or is it be¬ 
cause he has the good sense to 
shield himself from the glare of a 
daylong media bath on the latest 
of a long series of edgy characters 
he has created for stage and 
screen? 

Bacon was a star on and off 
Broadway long before he ap¬ 
peared old enough to see some of 
the plays he was appearing in. He 
was the leader of a ruthless gang 
of street toughs who attempt to 
sell a dead kid to a stoned busi¬ 
nessman in Allan Bowne’s Forty- 
Deuce. His Broadway debut was 
alongside another old soul, Sean 
Penn, in the 1983 production of 
Slab Boys. - 

On screen, he stole every scene 
he was in for Barry Levinson in 
Diner, as the wise-ass cutup who 
pops up drunk and in his jockey 
shorts, having destroyed the na¬ 
tivity scene at a Catholic church in 
Baltimore. In ’91, a four-day act¬ 
ing job in Oliver Stone’s JFK 
caused his phone to start ringing. 
It hasn’t stopped. He’s in The Big 
Picture, River Wild, Sleepers, Mys¬ 
tic River, Telling Lies in America, 
and A Few Good Men. 

After all this, critics across the 
country consider that Bacon may 
have done his finest work to date 
as a troubled ex-con in Nicole 
Kassell’s The Woodsman. In this 
taut drama adapted from the stage 
by Kassell with playwright Steven 
Fechter, Bacon’s Walter emerges 
into the light after 12 years in 
prison for having sex with under¬ 
age girls. Walter knows if he mess¬ 
es up again, he’ll be locked up for 
good. 

Supported by an impressive 
ensemble — Kyra Sedgwick (his 
real-life wife, author of her own 
dazzling screen career), rap artists 
Mos Def and Eve, and veteran 
character actors Benjamin Bratt 
and David Alan Grier — it is nev¬ 
ertheless Bacon’s film. Walking the 
fine line between a damaged man 
who may have turned a corner, or 
a self-deluded man lying to him¬ 
self and others, Bacon keeps us 
guessing. Walter counts the exact 
number of steps between his un¬ 
furnished apartment and the 
schoolyard across the street — 
320 — as he keeps a diary of his 
inner rage. He has a nervous fas¬ 


cination with the activity of an¬ 
other pedophile, trolling for 
young boys right by the school- 
yard fence, as he follows a young 
girl in a red coat into a city park. 

Native son 

The Woodsman may be flawed 
in its very obvious fairy-tale, alle¬ 
gorical underpinning. Ralph 
Kramden would send Walter to die 
moon. Walter will be happy if he 
can keep riding the #6 bus to his 
job at a local lumberyard. And to 
square the circle, the film was shot 
in Bacon’s native Philadelphia. 

Bacon says he got the script in 
an odd way, from a potential in¬ 
vestor. “It was this amazing emo¬ 
tional rollercoaster. I felt anger 
and horror, sadness and compas¬ 
sion, and anger at myself for feel¬ 
ing compassionate. Some times 
these parts come along, and it’s al¬ 
most as if they choose me.” 

Perhaps the film’s most unset¬ 
tling moments come during 
Bacon’s scenes with Hannah 
Pilkes, who plays an 11-year-old 
birdwatcher, Robin. When Walter 
asked Robin to sit on his lap, my 
heart was in my throat. “It’s im¬ 
portant to note that what she goes 
through in the film was in no way 
manipulated. She was very clear 
about what it was she was playing, 
and I made it very clear to her that 
we were both pretending, that we 
are professional pretenders. I’ve 
worked with kids quite a bit in the 
past, and often in quite uncom¬ 
fortable situations. I like them to 
feel that we are colleagues. I like to 
make it clear to them that I am 


not that character.” 

A pivotal moment occurs 
when Walter beats up a man on 
the street. For a quick second, we 
see Walter’s fists hitting his own 
face. “People have asked whether 
or not the character of Candy, 
who is another pedophile in the 
neighborhood, actually exists, or 
exists only in Walter’s kind of 
paranoid imagination.” 

Bacon adds that this insert of 
Walter literally beating himself up 
appears only for a few frames, thus 
acting subliminally on the audi¬ 
ence, in a technique famously pio¬ 
neered in The Pawnbroker. “It’s the 
point at which Walter feels the most 
self-loathing, and for a character 
who is subsumed in shame and 
self-hatred, this is as low as it gets.” 

Another standout perfor¬ 
mance is the work turned in by 
musician Mos Def, as a cop who 
keeps tabs on Walter, invading his 
apartment at will, playing his au¬ 
thority card in a subtle but dis¬ 
turbing way. Mos Def’s acute use 
of silences to pace his raging 
monologues to Walter highlights 
The Woodsmans device of em¬ 
ploying minority actors to form 
the community that will judge 
Walter’s fitness to stay on the out¬ 
side. 

“Mos puts out this gentle 
threat. He shows that his charac¬ 
ter is damaged, that he has suf¬ 
fered because of the things that 
he’s had to see in his life as a police 
officer.” ▼ 


The Woodsman opens Friday. 


Man Who Came 

<4 page 27 

wit Alexander Woolcott. As a pro¬ 
fessed celibate with a wicked 
tongue, it’s easy enough to project 
a gay persona onto the character 
he inspired. After all, Nathan Lane 
played Whiteside in the most re¬ 
cent Broadway revival. 

P.A. Cooley, who has played 
several Lane roles on SF stages, 
cranks up the queeniness in a 
caustic performance that regular¬ 
ly hits the right notes. Cooley is 
too young for the role, but age-ap¬ 
propriate casting is so ignored 
here that in some cases it seems 
part of the opaque master joke. 

But it’s also probably a way for 
Fisher to use many Rhino regulars 
to fill up the large cast, though re¬ 


duced in actual performer num¬ 
bers with the elimination of a 
character or two, and by double- 
and triple-casting. 

It’s fun to see Matthew Martin 
(mostly recently Margo Channing 
in Awe About Eve ) in a succession 
of roles, including those based on 
Noel Coward (who is turned into 
a tap-dancer here) and Harpo 
Marx. Sandy Schlechter adds 
some quick-change fun to the 
roles of hostess Mrs. Stanley and 
her pixilated sister. 

There is dependable and/or 
quirky work from Jeffrey Hart- 
graves, Kim Larsen, Maryssa Wan- 
lass, ’Drew Todd, Floriana Alessan¬ 
dria, Matt Weimer and Libby O’¬ 
Connell, among others. Special 
mention, though not necessarily of 
the honorable sort, is due David 
Bicha in the combined roles of the 


butler and cook. Bicha goes about 
as far over the top as possible be¬ 
fore leaving the planet, creating a 
character that is part pet dog, part 
Peter Pan, and part Tinkerbell. 

Allowing director Fisher his 
curious vision for this theatrical 
chestnut, there is still the problem 
that it is not sustained through 
three acts. Sometimes we are in a 
theatrical playland equipped with 
those funny mirrors, but too often 
the production is content to plod 
through the well-worn plot 
machinations without any tricks 
up its sleeve. T 


The Man Who Came to Dinner 
will run at Theatre Rhino 
through Jan. 9. Tickets are 
$15-$28. Call 861-5079 or go to 
therhino.org. 
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Cassavetes in love 


by Matthew Kennedy 


John Cassavetes: Five Films 
Shadows/Faces/A Woman Under 
the Influence/The Killing of a Chi¬ 
nese Bookie/Opening Night 

t first glance, the Criterion 
jrm Collection’s massive eight- 

disc encasement of five 
John Cassavetes movies may look 
like a hodgepodge of the late di¬ 
rector’s work. Why include The 
Killing of a Chinese Bookie, but not 
Minnie and Moskowitz or Gloria? 
Is there some order here, or is this 
what could get licensed? Turns out 
that the movies contained herein 
represent those given titles over 
which Cassavetes had complete 
artistic control. How fitting that 
they be packaged together as one 
impeccable product, supplement¬ 
ed generously by audio commen¬ 
tary, numerous interviews with 
Cassavetes actors, producers, and 
crew, extended footage, still pho¬ 
tos, a 68-page booklet of essays by 
and about the man, marketing 
artwork, and the mesmerizing 
three-hour-and-20-minute 


Charles Kiselyak documentary A 
Constant Forge: The Life and Art of 
John Cassavetes. Get through all of 
this and you may well feel like a 
close personal friend. 

All would-be hipsters know 
Cassavetes is revered as the grand¬ 
father of modern indie cinema. 
With his five-and-dime budgets, 
his mix of amateur and profes¬ 
sional actors and crew, his hand¬ 
held camera and grainy film stock, 
today’s pauper stylists may crib 
extensively from his movies. And 
they do. But what set Cassavetes 
apart, in addition to being the 
first, is that his movies are saturat¬ 
ed in matters of the heart. Those 
coarse products of a bygone era 
aren’t rants against an unjust 
world, or empty exercises in style. 
They’re not even particularly anti¬ 
establishment. Lo and behold, 
they are all about love. 

In Cassavetes’ 1959 debut film 
Shadows, virtually every scene fol¬ 
lows two or more characters in 
some kind of elemental conflict. 
Long takes fully absorb the gritty, 
gray reality of bohemian New 
York. To watch Shadows today is to 
rediscover the pleasure of seeing 


actors doing what moves them in 
the moment. For the brave actor 
who doesn’t flinch at long takes 
and unflattering lights, Cassavetes 
was a gift. Many filmmakers pre¬ 
tend that artistic integrity trumps 
money, but Cassavetes was the true 
article. His actors well knew this. 
When he ran out of money during 
the making of Opening Night, he 
shut down production with no 
guarantees for rehiring. He was 
able to resume shooting three 
weeks later, and no one in his cast 
had since taken another job. 

Masks off 

The critical enthusiasm for 
Faces (1968) confirmed the viabil¬ 
ity of Cassavetes’ artistic philoso¬ 
phies, as his unrelenting close-ups 
probed middle-aged marital folly 
for two hours. Gena Rowlands 
played a vulnerable prostitute, 
grizzled John Marley a burnt-out 
businessman, Lynn Carlin a bored 
housewife, and Seymour Cassel an 
extroverted hustler, but none of 
them came anywhere near cliche. 
Cassavetes was here the most pri- 
matological of directors. How 
often he unmasks our animal 
yearnings, anger and fear. How 
often his actors remind us that we 
are makeup-wearing, cocktail- 
swilling chimps. 

Nowhere is Cassavetes’ facility 
for structure and freedom better 
evidenced than in A Woman Under 
the Influence, his 1974 chef-d’oeu¬ 
vre. As a laboring-class couple 
deeply in love, but unable to com¬ 
municate that love successfully, 
Gena Rowlands and Peter Falk 
turn in gut-churning, heartbreak¬ 
ing, expressively bold perfor¬ 
mances. One could overlook Falk’s 
quieter brilliance while staring in 
slack-jawed awe at Rowlands’ 
identity-deprived mad housewife. 
But while she combines childish 
impulses with grave self-destruc¬ 
tion, he straddles violence, tender- 


Marcia, Marcia 

M Arts cover 

Bunch specials, and two feature- 
length films. 

David Guarino: When you signed 
on to do The Brady Bunch, did 
you have any clue as to how popu¬ 
lar it was going to be? 

Maureen McCormick: Oh my 
God, none of us did! Because it 
played OK for a Friday night show, 
but if didn’t do great, and the re¬ 
viewers didn’t like us. So actually I 
didn’t think we’d make it a year. I 
really don’t think anyone did. 

Is it true that your TV father, 
Robert Reed, was temperamental 
and often difficult? 

I think the rumors have been 
blown way out of proportion. He 
was a great actor, first of all. You 
know, he was doing The Defenders 
before Brady Bunch, an incredible 
drama series. He was great at 
Shakespeare, and honestly, I think 
he was under contract with Para¬ 
mount, so he pretty much had to 
do the show. From what I heard, 
they wanted Gene Hackman to do 
it, but they went with Bob Reed. 

He was fighting to keep the 
show as realistic as possible. We all 
know it wasn’t really realistic. I 
don’t know if there are any fami¬ 
lies that are really like the Bradys, 
but it was a dream thing of what 
we all want a family to be like. But 
it’s not realistic. I think there were 
scenes where Reed would go, “OK, 
this would not happen in real life.” 
He would say, “Can’t we do it real¬ 
istically?” To me, he always 




ness, and good intentions in one 
coiled mass of anxiety. Woman is 
the perfect movie for Cassavetes’ 
methods. The fog of madness is 
well-served by mean realism. 

Many, including Leonard 
Maltin and Ephraim Katz, have la¬ 
beled Cassavetes self-indulgent. 
Demanding and austere, perhaps, 
but self-indulgent? Not once does 
he impose directorial flourishes of 
the kind we expect from Hitch¬ 
cock, Fellini, or Spielberg. He gave 
everything he had — money, 
script, crew, ideas, time, loyalty, 
ego, and energy — to his actors 
and their search for emotional 
honesty. They returned his gra¬ 
ciousness with performances star¬ 
tling in their disregard of flattery. 
He shot in sequence, and actors 
weren’t asked to hit their marks. 
Instead, they rolled freely on while 
the crew did its best to keep up. As 
a result, those gross imperfections 
of camera and sound became 
scars of honor. “Nothing technical 
was going to get in the way,” sum¬ 
marizes Bo Harwood, sound 
recordist and composer for A 
Woman Under the Influence. In¬ 
deed, who wants to see Mabel’s 
breakdown in crisp detail? 

Strip mined 

The Killing of a Chinese Bookie 
(1976) is the least-honored movie 
of the bunch. The tried conven¬ 
tions are here: unhurried actors 
playing to each other rather than 


the camera, the alienating urban 
landscape, and the sense of im¬ 
provisation that doesn’t betray 
careful planning. But this exercise 
in revamped noir lacks the emo¬ 
tional penetration of the other 
films in this package. Chinese 
Bookie does offer a neat micro¬ 
cosm of Cassavetes in the movie 
business, with the central conflict 
between gangsters (i.e., studio 
moneymen) and the creative im¬ 
presario of a strip joint, played 
with languid competence by Ben 
Gazzara. But the banality of the 
skeleton plot, ironically told a 
thousand times during the studio 
system, cannot be overcome by 
Cassavetes’ idiosyncrasies. 

Ostensibly a study of aging, 
Opening Night (1977) lays bare a 
life dedicated to art. Myrtle Gor¬ 
don (Rowlands again, blessedly) is 
a 40ish actress who witnesses the 
accidental death of a young fan. As 
Myrtle rehearses for a play about 
getting older, she finds her emo¬ 
tions log-jammed by personal cri¬ 
sis. With no husband and no chil¬ 
dren, her identity is wholly con¬ 
sumed by her working life. When 
that fails her, what is left? 

Opening Night traverses the 
same territory of female psychosis 
explored by Tennessee Williams 
(Sweet Bird of Youth) and Joseph 
Mankiewicz ( All About Eve), but 
all similarities end there. Cas¬ 
savetes played on ambiguity much 
more than those two sophisticated 
popularists. Was the young girl 
part of Myrtle’s imagination? Do 
the two of them, taken together 
with the older playwright (Joan 
Blondell), form Acts I, II & III of a 
woman’s life? Cassavetes isn’t 
telling. He might see explanations 
as a didactic cop-out, or an under¬ 
estimation of the audience. “You 
have to fight everyday to stop from 
censoring yourself,” he once said, 
“because in censoring yourself, 
page 41 ► 



seemed happy on the set, however 
I think he was uncomfortable with 
some of the things the producers 
wanted him to do. 

Did you know he was gay? 

He never talked to me about 
his sexuality. I think he had one of 
the biggest hearts, it was just so in¬ 
credibly sad when he took ill and 
died so young. 

Is it really as hard to come out in 
Hollywood as people say? It was 
obviously very difficult for Reed 
to do so within the system at the 
time. 

Well, honestly, who in show 
business ever really comes out and 
tells you everything? And why 
should they? To me, it doesn’t 
make any difference whether 
someone is gay or straight. What’s 
important is that someone is hon¬ 
est and a good person. Hopefully, 
we’ll all learn, because people are 
coming out more, just to accept 
people and love them. 


Of the people you worked with on 
The Brady Bunch, who was your 
favorite? 

One week it would be this per¬ 
son,, and the next week somebody 
else. I remember Ann B. Davis 
having a big party at her house at 
Halloween, and she decorated her 
whole house. I thought, this lady 
who has no children totally went 
out of her way to make this party 
really special. She taught us all 
how to needlepoint. 

We’d go spend a Christmas 
with Florence [Henderson] and 
visit her family in New York, Bob 
Reed took us to Europe, Barry 
[Williams] and I had a crush on 
each other for a while, and I had a 
crush on Chris Knight. I can’t say 
I had a favorite, because I loved 
them all. All of us were needle¬ 
pointing on the set, even the guys! 

Tell me about your relationship 
with Barry Williams. 

It was a kind of teenage crush, 
you know? Nothing heavy at all. It 
didn’t last long. But I have to say I 
have crushes on and off with most 
every man in my life. I had a crush 
on Michael Cole; I had crushes on 
Jack Klugman and Tony Randall! I 
had crushes on crew guys on Brady. 
Yeah, there are a lot of cuties! 

TV Guide listed the Brady Bunch 
specials among the 50... 

Worst shows of all time! It 
broke my heart! Honestly, I have 
to agree with them. I really do. I 
mean, to me it was, like, a laugh. I 
mean, they are what they are. 

Is it scary to watch yourself? 

Very scary. T 
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Your opinions make a difference to us 
in delivering news, features, events, 

special offers and advertisements. 


To serve our readers best, we invite you to take a few 
minutes and respond to our online survey. You may even win 
one of the prizes listed below just for taking part. 

FIRST PRIZE: $1100 travel certificate for any bookings 
through Supreme Travel, San Francisco. 

SECOND PRIZE: Resort weekend for 2 at the Russian 
River, Guerneville. 

Random drawing for various prizes (movie passes, comics, 
gift certificates) for the next 50 qualified entrants. 

Bax A rea Reporter 

To participate go to 
http://go.hpolsurveys.com/NGNG 
for more details. 

NOTE: If you are willing to take our survey, we promise to keep your identity completely confidential. 
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Out&About 

Fri 24 


San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Chorus in Home for the 
Holidays @ Castro Theatre 

Golden Gate Performing Arts presents the 
world-renowned San Francisco Gay Men's 
Chorus, under the baton of Dr. Kathleen 
McGuire, Artistic Director and Conductor, 
in their 15th Annual Home for the Holidays 
musical extravaganza. The beloved Castro 
Theatre will host this glittering show, al¬ 


ways a hit with the audience. This Christ¬ 
mas Eve, the Chorus offers three shows, at 
5, 7 and 9pm. Special guests include the 
Lesbian/Gay Chorus of San Francisco (9pm 
show only). With special permission from 
Oxford University Press, this year's Home 
for the Holidays program features a new 
arrangement for men's chorus of John Rut¬ 
ter's “Gloria," celebrating the 30th an¬ 
niversary of this renowned choral master¬ 
piece. Another highlight is the contempo¬ 
rary version of Handel's Hallelujah Chorus 
from A Soulful Celebration, complete with 
the crowd-pleasing lyric-flash-card nuns! 
Home for the Holidays celebrates Christ¬ 


mas, Hanukkah, Winter Solstice and Kwan- 
zaa, as well as the sheer joy of being with 
"family." And yes, Virginia, there is a tra¬ 
ditional audience sing-along! General Ad¬ 
mission: $15 each for Dec. 24 shows. Cas¬ 
tro Theatre, 429 Castro St. Tix/info: 415- 
865-3650; www.sfgmc.org 

Celebrate Christmas 
@ MCC-SF 

Celebrate Christmas with MCC San Fran¬ 
cisco. Candlelight Service of Lesson & Car¬ 
ols, with ancient and contemporary read¬ 
ings, choral and special music, an inspira¬ 
tional message from Rev. Dr. G. Penny 
Nixon and Communion. MCC San Francisco 
"are a beloved community joining together 
from diverse spiritual backgrounds and 
ministering primarily within the Lesbian/ 
Gay/ Bisexual/ Transgendered community 
as a house of prayer for all people and a 
home for queer spirituality. We are working 
to transform the world, beginning with our¬ 
selves, to be a place where every life mat¬ 
ters and every person belongs." Holiday so¬ 
cial starting at 9:30pm; 11pm Worship. 
Metropolitan Community Church of San 
Francisco, 150 Eureka St. (btwn 18th & 
19th in the Castro). Info: 415-863-4436 
(MCC San Francisco Office); 
www.mccsf.org 

Seth Montfort @ Victorian 
Englander House 

Victorian Englander House presents Seth 
Montfort's Christmas Eve Piano Concerts: 

1. The Complete Christmas Music of Liszt 
(7pm). 2. Christmas and Solstice Music 
(9pm). Two Gargantuan Piano Battles in 
Symphony Space, 1. Old World Piano Sym¬ 
phony A. Castle B. Cathedral C. Carnival, 

2. Aztec Piano Symphony. 3. The Complete 
Christmas Music of Liszt (11pm). $15 each 
or $20 for all 3 Concerts. Victorian Eng¬ 
lander House, 807 Franklin St. @ Turk. 
Info: 415.362. 6080; www.sfclassicalmu- 
sic.com 

Kung Pao Kosher Comedy 
@ New Asia Restaurant 

The 12th Annual Kung Pao Kosher Come¬ 
dy: Jewish comedy on Christmas in a Chi¬ 
nese Restaurant (where else?). Come cele¬ 
brate Christmas the Jewish Way — in a 
Chinese restaurant with Jewish comedians. 
Now in its 12th year, Kung Pao Kosher 
Comedy answers the age-old question, 
"What are Jews supposed to do on Christ¬ 
mas?" What started as a joke has now be¬ 
come an institution in San Francisco, giving 
3000 comedy aficionados and those escap¬ 
ing "Christmas-mania" an alternative to 
Jingle Bells and The Nutcracker. The shows 
feature four hot and sour Jewish comedians: 
Judy Gold (back by popular demand), Page 
Hurwitz, Brad Zimmerman, & Lisa 
Geduldig. It's the Bar Mitzvah you never 
had — and you don t have to be Jewish to 
enjoy it! Partial proceeds benefit: Jewish 
Coalition for Literacy AND Laughing Stock 
(offering free improv comedy workshops to 
people with HIV/AIDS, cancer, and other 
life-threatening diseases). Tix: -Dinner 
Show: $54, -Cocktail Show: $36. Runs 
Thu., Dec. 23-26. New Asia Restaurant, 

772 Pacific Ave, Chinatown, SF. Tix/info: 
925-275-9005; www.koshercomedy.com 

Man Who Came To Dinner 
@ Theatre Rhinoceros 

Opening night: Theatre Rhinoceros contin¬ 
ues its 27th Season with the timeless Amer¬ 
ican classic comedy/farce, The Man Who 
Came To Dinner, written by Moss Hart and 
George S. Kaufman. Everyone's favorite 
nasty houseguest is here to ruin everyone's 
favorite holiday. This holiday feast stars 
that irrepressible scamp and Theatre Rhi¬ 
noceros favorite, P.A. Cooley as Sheridan 


Whiteside — The Houseguest from Hell. Di¬ 
rected by John Fisher. $15-$28. Show- 
times: Wed.- Sat. at 8pm; Sun. Eves at 
7pm; Sun. Mats at 3pm. There are NO per¬ 
formances on Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. Main 
stage, Theatre Rhinoceros, 2926 16th St. 
(btwn Mission / So. Van Ness). Tix: 415- 
861- 5079. Info: www.therhino.org 


Telegraph Ave. Holiday 
Street Fair, Berkeley 

More than 200 street artists, merchants, 
community groups, musicians and other en¬ 
tertainers will fill Telegraph Avenue between 
Dwight Way and Bancroft Way during this 
festive and vibrant annual crafts fair. The 
Telegraph Avenue Holiday Street Fair offers 
handcrafts by some of Northern California's 
finest artists. Find fine art originals and in¬ 
expensive holiday gift items. Enjoy great 
music, food of all types, festive lights, and a 
friendly, multicultural shopping experience 
for all ages. All are warmly invited. 11am- 
6pm Thu. & Fri., Dec. 23 & 24 

Spike & Mike's Sick and 
Twisted Festival of 
Animation 
@ Victoria Theatre 

Held over: The brand new Sick and Twisted 
Festival of Animation will premiere 23 new 
short animated films and only two repeats: 
No Neck Joe, and by audience request. 

Here Comes Dr. Tran. New titles include 
Proper Urinal Etiquette and The Boy Who 
Could Smell the Future, both by Kurt Nel¬ 
lis; RIP WACK by Josh Prikeyl; The Two 
Minute Itch by Eric Favela, Krazy Kock by 
Bill Plympton; Quack Off by Justin Wright; 
Hippie Juice by Chris Crossland and Ryan 
Reznick, Cat Ciao by Sam Chen; and Three 
New Happy Tree Friends episodes by 
Mondo Media. $9. Show dates: Fridays & 
Saturdays, Dec. 24* & 25, Jan. 1, 7 & 8, 
14 &15, 21 & 22, 28 & 29. Showtimes: 
7:30pm, 9:30pm & Midnight (*only one 
show on Dec. 24th at 9:30pm). Victoria 
Theatre, 296116th St. Info: 415-863- 


7576; www.victoriatheatre.org 

Anti X-Mas Slumberfest 
@ 924 Gilman, Berkeley 

Fuck Presents: Anti Christmas Slumberfest 
2004. Come Watch Movies With Punks! 

All ages. Free. Gilman is run by volunteers. 
If you'd like to work, show up an hour be¬ 
fore showtime and sign up to work. All Fri¬ 
day and Saturday shows are at 8pm. 924 
Gilman St. at 8th, North Berkeley. Info: 
510-525-9926; www.924gilman.org 

Golden Bough’s A Celtic 

Christmas 

@ Old First Church 

Old First Concerts presents A Celtic Christ¬ 
mas, festive merrymaking with Golden 
Bough. A Christmas Eve concert of rare 
traditional Scots, Irish and Welsh carols 
and unique songs of Winter. $15 gen'l adm; 
$12 student/senior. Old First Church, 1751 
Sacramento St. Tix: 415-474-1608. 


Tenderloin Tessie Holiday 
Dinner @ Unitarian Church 

Christmas dinner served at The First Uni¬ 
tarian Church. Volunteers needed Fri., Dec. 
24 4-7pm and Sat., Dec. 25, 8-llam and 
12:30-4pm. Clean-up from 4-7pm greatly 
needed & appreciated. Since 1974 Tender¬ 
loin Tessie Holiday Dinners has fed the 
community of San Francisco on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing, Christmas and Easter. Enjoy the season 
as a volunteer or guest in a friendly family 
environment that welcomes all factions of 
the community, including families with chil¬ 
dren, the elderly, poor, rich, transient, and 
neighbors of all ethnicities, genders and 
identities. The dinners are a sit-down affair 
offering ham or turkey, salads, bread, veg¬ 
etables, yams, potatoes, stuffing, dessert 
and beverage. Gift bags distributed include 
snacks, juices, energy bars, toiletries and 
other items. First Unitarian Church, 1187 
Franklin St. at Geary & Gough. To volun¬ 
teer call Tom Basch at 415-922-0422. 

Karla LaVey’s Black X-Mass 
@ Elbo Room 

In the mood for something completely dif¬ 
ferent this "holiday season"? Let your inner 
demon out! The First Satanic Church pre¬ 
sents Karla LaVey's Black X-Mass, a 
rock/noise/live-art event featuring Graves 
Bros. Deluxe, K-Rob, Sixes, Rubber-O-Ce- 
ment, Theremin Barney, Pianist George 
Michalski, Fumi & Aerobics King. Cos¬ 
tumes/fetish welcome. $6.66. 9pm. Valen¬ 
cia near 17th. Info: 415-552-7788. 


alendare 


by Mark Mardon 



Nancy Bower and Josh Lenn ignite passions in The Dark Room. 


Princess Bride - 


the Play 


L ast Saturday night at The Dark Room, a tiny hole of a theater 
in the Mission, a wonderful group of players put on Impossi¬ 
ble Production’s Princess Bride — The Play, inspired by the 
classic tale of high adventure and true romance by William Gold- 
man.They were magnificent. Why anyone would go to see gorgeous 
but inaccessible Jude Law on screen this coming January when they 
can go see gorgeous, accessible, and brilliantly talented Josh Lenn 
live in the flesh, up close in an intimate setting, in the role of our 
hero Westley — well, pretty much anyone in The Dark Room au¬ 
dience could tell you: Josh Lenn alone, for the mere $15 price of 
the theater seat, is a far, far better bargain than Law for $8.50, plus 
you get to see Lenn in fetching black tights for much of the play! 

A leading man is no better than the company he keeps, and for¬ 
tunately Lenn was part of the best ensemble imaginable! Lenn’s 
leading lady, Nancy Bower as Buttercup, was every bit as funny and 
beautiful as Julia Roberts, maybe even more talented, and yet there 
she was, right in our faces, making us break up in hysterics and 
marveling at her ability to look simultaneously bldusy and regal. 

I came to this play a Princess Bride virgin, never having read the 
story or seen the movie, and the show brought me a childhood 
rush. Without other faces or voices to associate with the fairy tale 
of pirates, princesses, castles and sailing ships, I will now forever 
link the characters with the very memorable Dark Room cast, with 
shining performances by everyone, including the chisel-faced John 
P. Filgas as a delightfully vile Prince Humperdinck; the superbly 
villainous Seanetta as Vizzini the Sicilian, with his spitting, sput¬ 
tering, and highly mobile facial antics; the amazingly huge, com¬ 
pletely lovable, immensely watchable Jim Fourniadis as Fezzik the 
giant; the engaging storytelling manner of Don Wood as Grandfa¬ 
ther; and my personal favorite — because I was dazzled by his 
charming character’s Johnny Depp-like pirate smile, accent, brava¬ 
do and swordsmanship — Cameron Eng as Inigo the fencer. 

Plot recap: “The impossibly lovely Buttercup falls in love with 
Westley, a poor, perfect farm boy who dies at the hands of the 
Dread Pirate Roberts. The fabled hunter, Prince Humperdinck, 
convinces Buttercup to marry him, but not before the land’s most 
notorious criminal ensemble, Vizzini the Sicilian, Fezzik the giant 
and Inigo the fencer, kidnap her — with the mysterious Man in 
Black hot on their trail. They face the Cliffs of Insanity, traverse the 
Fire Swamp, rage against the Machine and go to the Chapel of Love; 
but they’ll need a Miracle before this inconceivable epic of passions 
ends happily ever after.” 

Play notes: Directed by Cameron Eng and Jim Fourniadis; pro¬ 
duced by Erin Ohanneson and Cameron Eng. Starring: Don Wood, 
Nancy Bower, Josh Lenn, John Filgas, Mark Para, Cameron Eng, 
Jim Fourniadis, Seanetta, Laura Drus, and Patrick Biggs. 

Tickets are $15 at door; $12.50 at www.acteva.com/go/impprod. 
Plays Fri. & Sat. at 8pm and Sun. at 4pm; Jan. 14,15,16,21,22,23, 
28, 29, and 30, 2005. The Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission St 
(btwn 18th & 19th). Info: www.darkroomsf.com T 




Judy Gold, above, joins Page Hurwitz, Brad Zimmerman and Lisa 
Geduldig for a night of Jewish humor in a Chinese restaurant: The 12th 
Annual Kung Pao Kosher Comedy at New Asia Restaurant. See Friday. 
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The courageous, out Rev. Beth Stroud (center) appears in the PBS production of The Congregation, airing at 
9:30 p.m. on KQED TV 9. See Wednesday. 



Kinsey Sicks: Oy Vey in a 
Manger! @ NCTC 

America's Favorite Dragapella Beauty Shop 
Quartet return to New Conservatory Theatre 
Center with their holiday hit, Kinsey Sicks: 
Oy Vey in a Manger! This year, four stars 
shine over Bethlehem as the Kinsey Sicks 
deploy their biting musical wit and over- 
the-top drag in the global effort to stamp 
out holiday cheer. Featuring Ben Schatz as 
"Rachel," Irwin Keller as "Winnie," Chris 
Dilley as "Trampolina" and Jeff Manabat 
as "Trixie." $25-$35. Wed.-Fri. 8pm; Sat. 
& New year's Eve at 7:30pm & 10pm. Thru 
Dec. 31 (no shows Dec. 24 & 25). NCTC, 

25 Van Ness Ave. Tix/info: 415-861-8972; 
www.nctcsf.org . 

SF Hiking Club 
@ Montara Mountain 

Enjoy terrific views of the rugged coast 
from above Pacifica. It's a moderately 
strenuous 9-10 mile hike with a 1,800-ft. 
elevation gain. Meet 9am under the large 
Safeway sign at Market & Dolores. Info: 
www.sfhiking.com 

Wesla Whitfield 
@ Empire Plush Room 

In concert: One of San Francisco's favorite 
divas, Wesla Whitfield, who will be cele¬ 
brating her 25th anniversary with a special 
holiday show, "In My Life," accompanied 
by her husband Mike Greensill on piano, 
and John Wiitala on bass. $25-$30. 8pm. 
Special New Year's Eve show $45 & $90; 


10:30pm). Thru Jan. 9. Tix: 415-885- 
2800; www.ticketweb.com 

Decadance After-X-mas 
Party @ Madrone Lounge 

Celebrate Decadance After-xtmas Party 
Drinks, dancing, and giftbags for the first 
25 people!! From 6PM 'till midnight DJ- 
Nikita S.F. Look for ad in GLOSS Maga¬ 
zine coming out Dec. 17. $4 at door; free 
drink with ad. At Madrone Lounge, 500 Di- 
visadero @ Fell. 



Lunatique Fantastique + 
Cirque Du Somethin’ 

@ The Marsh 

The Marsh, a breeding ground for new per¬ 
formance, presents two family-friendly of¬ 
ferings for the holidays: Lunatique Fantas- 
tique's The Wrapping Paper Caper, in 
which Liebe Wetzel and her puppetry 
troupe make wrapping paraphernalia come 
to life in a wild and wacky Bogart-esque de¬ 
tective story, with characters ranging from 
an elegant wrapping-paper femme fatale to 
a pesky Styrofoam peanut man. Plus: 

Cirque Du Somethin' — in which the dy¬ 
namic clown duo of Unique Derique and 
Moshe "YooWho" Cohen present a feast of 
frivolity, employing Hambone Body Drum¬ 
ming, circus skills, and physical comedy, 
with rubber chickens and other props. $10- 
$12 for The Wrapping Paper Caper (2pm); 
$5-$15 Cirque Du Somethin' (3:30pm). 
Shows on Dec. 27, 28, 29, 30 & Jan. 2. 


The Marsh, 1062 Valencia St. (btwn 
21st/22nd). Tix: 415-826-5750; tick- 
etweb.com. Info: www.themarsh.org 



Star Search w/Peaches 
Christ @ Trannyshack 

Who will be the next big Trannyshack star 
of 2005? Find out when Peaches Christ 
("Midnight Mass") hosts the Trannyshack 
year-end institution, Star Search, with 
celebrity judges Tweaka Turner, Putanesca 
and Heklina. DJ Derek spins. Mi$$ Choco¬ 
late takes your money and innocence at the 
door. $7 cover. 10pm-3am (show at mid¬ 
night). The Stud, 9th & Harrison. Info: 
www.heklina.com 



The Congregation 
@ PBS/KQED TV 9 

Oscar and Emmy winning producers Alan 
and Susan Raymond spent two years docu¬ 
menting the trials and tribulations of a 
Methodist church and congregation in 
Philadelphia. The Congregation illustrates 
the challenges all established church com¬ 
munities face as they adapt to dramatically 
evolving societal views on the role of 
churches in our lives. In this film the First 
United Methodist Church of Germantown 
must grapple with declining membership, 
loss of a strong, beloved, long time pastor, 
and factional divisions within the congrega¬ 
tion that threaten its very existence. The 
film is punctuated by the associate pastor's 
stunning public profession of her homosexu¬ 
ality in violation of Methodist doctrine, and 
the resulting trial before Church officials 
that determines her future as a minister. 
Airs at 9:30pm on local PBS affiliate sta¬ 
tion KQED TV 9. 

big a LiTLe A/Das Yellow 
Swans @ Hemlock 

Punk rock show featuring the bands big a 
LiTLe A and Das Yellow Swans. $6 cover. 
10pm. 21+w/ID. Hemlock, 1131 Polk St. 
at Post. Info: 415-923-0923 



The Trawggs/A Tension/ 
Ponies/Appreciation 
@ Eagle Tavern 

Thursday Night Live at the Eagle presents 
The Trawggs featuring John Dwyer (Coach- 
whips; Orinoka Crash Suite aka OCS, etc.); 
A Tension; The Ponies (from Arizona); and 
Appreciation. $5. 9pm. 21+w/ID. Eagle 
Tavern, 398 12th St at Harrison. Info: 
www.sfeagle.com 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Deadline is the Friday 
before issue date. 



A wealth of cartoons, including the ones pictured here, will be shown at 
the holiday treat, Spike & Mike's Sick and Twisted Festival of Animation 
at the Victoria Theatre. See Friday. 
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Tom Jones: the 

Report from the front: It's a 


by Lisa Geduldig 


ast Thursday night, I went 
with five lesbian friends to 
see aging sex symbol Tom 
Jones gyrate onstage at The Fill¬ 
more. I think he sang also. Yes, I 
was one of those pussycats who 
purred and threw her underwear. 
Odd but true. I brought “panties” 
(cotton briefs, not a silk thong) 
and threw them onstage early in 
the show and got his attention. 


Hordes of women (and one man 
— straight, I think) were throw¬ 
ing them onstage all night. Some¬ 
how, he managed not to trip. The 
stage had dozens of pairs on it by 
the end of the show. I cant imag¬ 
ine underwear being hurled at me 
while I’m onstage in the middle of 
telling a joke — or maybe I can. 

A friend of mine made a sign 
that said “Lesbian Pussycats 
Tom” and held it up several times, 
successfully getting his attention 
along with a look of confusion. I 


lesbian perspective 


panty party at the Fillmore 


guess he didn’t realize his fan- 
base. I was closer (second row, 
standing), so I grabbed the sign at 
one point and danced with it, 
pushing it back and forth in the 
air toward him. He noticed the 
sign, his eyes bulged out of his 
head, and he threw me a kiss. 
Though a lezzie through and 
through, it was titillating to get the 
attention of the gyrator himself. 

One woman somehow got on¬ 
stage as he was starting to sing 
“What’s New, Pussycat?” and 


picked up a pair of undies and 
started flossing with them. Tom 
was turned around toward his 
band at the time, and then he no¬ 
ticed her. It threw him off, and he 
joked, “How did she get up here?” 
She was immediately escorted off¬ 
stage, and he continued singing. 

The audience was a mix of 
ages, male and female, families, 
and at least six screaming lesbians. 
The highlight (well, one of many) 
was his crooning “It’s Not Unusu¬ 
al.” T 



Lesbian pussycats ^ Tom. 


Hallelujah chorus, amen! 


by Mark Mardon 


t was like being in front of a 
cozy fire with several hundred 
of your closest gay friends. The 
Castro Theatre was all aglow at last 
Thursday’s packed holiday concert 
by the San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Chorus (SFGMC), the 15th annu¬ 
al Home for the Holidays, attended 
by a loyal following of lesbians, gay 
men and their admirers from 
around the Bay Area, across the 
nation, and as far away as Ireland. 

Artistic Director & Conductor 
Dr. Kathleen McGuire, who took 



up the SFGMC baton in 2000, led 
the showcase of songs celebrating 
Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwan- 
zaa, the centerpiece an extended 
Gloria by John Rutter. On hand 
for the affair were The Lollipop 
Guild (Paul Saccone, Music Direc¬ 
tor), Vocal Minority (Scott Mills, 
Music Director), guest artists Don 
Tatro (soprano), Timothy Dent 
(percussion), Aaron Priskorn 
(trumpet), Dr. David Schofield 
(organ) and Julie Williamson 
(flute). A special ring out to Bell 
Appeal from Bethany United 
Methodist Church, who chimed 
in with “Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing,” and “O Holy Night,” accom¬ 
panied by flautists Bai Pham and 
Julie Williamson. 

During the show’s auction seg- 


$ Million Baby 

M Arts cover 

from the ninth circle of hell: 

“Boxing is an unnatural act,” 
whispered the voice. “Instead of 
running from pain, in boxing you 
step to it. Once you’ve made the 


JUt'b BAKBLKbl-IUP 

‘ just a little ojj the top' 

fjapptj -He&icuja (jJtctti oil ttvj& (mu! 


4102 19th St., SF, CA, 94114 
Shop-. 415-255-9096 

www.JOESBARBERSHOP.com ©2004 joe the barber, me. 


Free HIV/STD testing 

HIV & STD: 1st Thur, 8:30-10:30pm 
HIV only: 3rd Fri, 10pm-12:30am 

Get tested or ask a question. 

Confidential. Private area. 

933 Harrison @ 5th 

In cooperation with AHP & City Clinic. 

Get tested every 6 months! 




(415) 777-HEAD; www.blowbuddies.com 



ment, a gentlemanly bear with a 
great sense of humor was the win¬ 
ning bidder in the audience, 
putting up a whopping $1,000 for 
the privilege of conducting “Deck 
the Halls.” By the time everyone 
had their keys out, jingling along 
with “Jingle Bells,” the spirit in the 
hall was of a big, happy, gay fami¬ 
ly gathered around the Christmas 
tree. 

This Christmas Eve,-Dec. 24, 
you can experience the heavenly 
SFGMC in action at any of three 
shows, at 5, 7 and 9 p.m. Special 
guests will include the 
Lesbian/Gay Chorus of San Fran¬ 
cisco (9 p.m. show only). Tickets 
are $15 each. Call the SFGMC at 
(415) 865-3650, or visit online at 
www.sfgmc.org. ▼ 



San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus plays three shows on Christmas Eve. 


decision to be a fighter, you gotta 
know how to fight, because no 
matter how tough you are, these 
dudes with the big dicks will 
knock you out.” 

Scrap iron 

Million Dollar Baby offers a re¬ 
prieve from being stuck inside of 
Frankie’s head in the form of his 
best friend, Eddie “Scrap Iron” 
Dupris (Morgan Freeman). Free¬ 
man’s voice, with the mellifluous 
richness of a jazz soloist who’s 
performing his riffs under the in¬ 
fluence of a shot of the best- 
bonded whiskey, makes painless 
the reams of inside boxing knowl¬ 
edge that we must get, without 
feeling that we’re being lectured 
to. 


Clint and Morgan get along 
like an old married couple. Eddie, 
who knows that Frankie still feels 
guilty about not stopping Eddie’s 
last fight before the loss of an eye, 
is instrumental in persuading his 
friend to train the lady boxer. 
Freeman’s uncanny underplaying 
of his lines enables him to deliver 
bad news with the impact of soft¬ 
ly-fallen snow, as when he warns 
Frankie that his last great heavy¬ 
weight hope is about to leave him 
for greener pastures: “That man is 
a rubdown whore. Today, he does¬ 
n’t want one.” 

Eastwood’s almost total lack of 
vanity and ego as an actor allows 
him to surround himself with su¬ 
perior performers, and gives him 
the wisdom (missing from several 


of Woody Allen’s recent shaky 
stabs at geezer love) to keep the 
romance with Swank in the fa¬ 
ther/daughter vein. 

In his 1998 thriller True Crime, 
Eastwood delivered an impas¬ 
sioned editorial against the death 
penalty. Million Dollar Baby is an 
equally eloquent plea on an even 
touchier subject. The film’s little 
fight-family will face a soul- 
searching test on the true nature 
of love, and will learn, as many of 
us have since the onslaught of 
AIDS, how difficult it is to follow 
the referee’s pre-fight instructions: 
to protect yourself at all times. ▼ 


Opens Saturday at the Metreon, 
opens wide Jan. 7. 


Castro Theatre protest 



P rotesters outside the Castro 
Theatre Saturday, Decem¬ 
ber 18, including Jim Fish¬ 
man, right, sign petitions circu¬ 
lated by A riel I a Ben-Dov, second 
from left, urging owner Ted 
Nasser to rehire longtime pro¬ 
grammer Anita Monga, who was 
fired several weeks ago. Demon¬ 
strators also asked patrons to 
boycott the concession stand, a 
tactic designed to show displea¬ 
sure with the personnel changes 
without hurting upcoming film 
festivals. Some theater lovers 
are concerned that Nasser will 
stop showing gay films at the 
theater, but he said he has no 
plans to do so and has hired a 
new programmer. The current 
theater calendar shows a variety 
of films set to screen over the 
next two months, including A 
Star is Born , Shooting Pom , and 
Head-On. The Berlin and Beyond 
Film Festival opens January 6. 
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Expanded Access Program? 


Consider FUZEON ASAP 


FUZEON ASAP is a program designed for patients like you who would like to include 
FUZEON in their drug combination as prescribed for an expanded access program 
(EAP% (EAPs give you access to treatments not yet approved by the FDA) 


Benefits to you 


Immediate access to FUZEON 

Up to a 60-day supply of FUZEON, at no cost to you 

After you receive the first 30-day supply, another 
30-day supply can be sent to you if your prescription 
drug coverage is pending but not yet finalized 

Support to help you get started and stay on FUZEON 

Reimbursement assistance 

Access to FUZEON through the ASAP program is 
available for a maximum of 60 days. If prescription 
drug coverage is not secured, Roche and Trimeris 
will not guarantee ongoing access to FUZEON 


Talk with your doctor 


Ask about FUZEON ASAP and all of the treatment options 
you have to make the most of your combination therapy. 


For answers to your questions about FUZEON and the 
FUZEON ASAP program, you can call the FUZEON 
Answer Center at 1-877-4 FUZEON (1-877-438-9366). 
You can also visit our Web site, www.FUZEON.com. 


-=■ FUZEOR 

enfuvirtide 


Roche and Trimeris reserve the right to discontinue or restrict enrollment in FUZEON ASAP at any time. 

i i i Trimeris, Inc. 

11 m 4727 University Drive 

Durham, North Carolina 27707 

<^Boche) 

Pharmaceuticals 

TRIMERIS www.trimeris.com 


Roche Laboratories Inc. 

340 Kingsland Street 

Copyright © 2004 Roche Laboratories Inc. and Trimeris, Inc. 


Nutley, New Jersey 07110-1199 

All rights reserved. 64-085-090-118-1204 


www.rocheusa.com 
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call 
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ffluto Erotica 

purveyor of vintage porn 
& fine dildos 



4077fl 18th Street 
415-861-5787 
open every cloy 




Into the home stretch 


Love, leather and unity for the holidays 



Baltimore, Maryland, was alive with the leather spirit for that city's "12 
Days of Christmas" fundraiser, which garnered nearly $8,000 for three 
charities. From left are Mary Elizabeth Boyd (Mrs. Claus), IML Jason 
Hendrix, and Al Santora (Santa Claus). 


by Mister Marcus 


he year is almost over and as 
usual, it is a time of reflec¬ 
tion for many of us and de¬ 
veloping an optimistic attitude 
for the coming year. There were 
gains and losses, too numerous to 
mention here. Those who would 
deny us our constitutional rights 
again threaten our civil rights. It 
is a classic irony that the descen¬ 
dants of those who fled foreign 
countries because of religious or 
political repression are doing the 
same thing in this day and age 
that their ancestors abhorred. 

And if that’s not enough, think 
of those gays and lesbians who 
still discriminate against the 
leather/bdsm community. It’s a 
vicious cycle we contend with, but 
there’s hope out there. The Na¬ 
tional Coalition for Sexual Free¬ 
dom is in the forefront of fighting 
the bigots, of whatever persua¬ 
sion; the HRFC finally came to 
the realization that without a co¬ 
hesive population including the 
leather/bdsm communities, their 
efforts would be hollow. 

The battles ahead seem insur¬ 
mountable, but your support of 
efforts to beat back the surge of 
anti-gay and anti-gay marriages is 
paramount. The NGLTF under 
the enlightened leadership of 
Matt Foreman made an out¬ 
reach to the leather/bdsm 
community at IML in 
Chicago last May. It 
should not have come as 
a surprise to observers. 

With unity and coali¬ 
tions, there can be no 
progress and as far as 
many are concerned, 
it was another step in 
the right direction. 

Where it will end 
is open to conjecture. It’s a good 
idea to have an optimistic outlook 
and hope. The holiday season is 
here and we can only celebrate 
our victories and hope the future 
will be more positive. 

Bells are ringing, 
cash is jingling 

There seems to be a positive 
attitude in the neighborhoods. 
Shoppers are flooding the £as- 
tro/Upper Market/Duboce Trian¬ 
gle area, the Valencia Street corri¬ 
dor, as well as the Haight, both 
Upper and Lower. It’s beginning 
to look like another gay Mecca on 
Valencia Street with gay-owned 
businesses popping up every 
other week. 


The leather stores are ringing 
up sales at a steady pace and 3 out 
of 5 people are buying gifts either 
for themselves or for others on 
web sites everywhere. Donations 
of goods, services and cash are 
making their way into the cof¬ 
fers of those agencies that deal 
with the sick, the infirm, the 
homeless, the hungry and 
the needy in our midst. 
Shows, movies, musical 
reviews, plays and choral 
groups are enjoying en¬ 
thusiastic audiences and 
the bars seem to be 
filled with merry¬ 
makers in all areas. 
The season is upon us 
with private and public parties 
and it looks good everywhere. 

Our community lost some 
tireless and long-time activists 
and fundraisers, too many to list 
here and not just in San Francisco 
but across the nation. Daddy Alan 
Selby in San Francisco and Daddy 
Frank Puckett in Atlanta come to 
mind. It was an honor to collabo¬ 
rate with both these gentle leather 
men who have left legacies to be 
emulated by not only men but 
women as well. Celebrations 
held in honor of both men were 
mammoth and fitting for both. 
And it was both righteous and 
pleasing to see that both men 
were recipients of honors while 
they were alive instead of posthu¬ 


mously. Both never failed to be 
the epitome of manners and re¬ 
spect. Our community mourns 
these losses but icons like Alan 
Selby and the beloved “Mr. Puck¬ 
ett” will never be forgotten. 

Scam alert! 

Be on your guard, leather 
tribe! Scam artists are lurking. 
Whether this is an organized 
group of scam artists or various 
individuals acting on their own 
(or both), the threat is out there 
and you should be aware that it 
could happen to you. The scam 
goes like this: 

You receive (usually collect) a 
phone call at a late hour of the 
night. The caller identifies himself 
(usually a male voice) as a leather 
titleholder who is in a strange city 
and has either been mugged, had 
his/her car stolen or experienced 
an accident of some type. 

The caller asks you to wire 
funds ranging from $200 to $500 
so he/she can get his car fixed or 
buy a plane ticket to get home, or 
to pay for medical expenses that 
allegedly occurred. 

Many, believe me, many of you 
have fallen for this line! Many of 
you are too embarrassed to admit 
you’ve been “taken” by persons 
unknown. Police agencies and 
Western Union have not acted re¬ 
sponsibly in these affairs. If you 
next page ► 



EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Friday, January 31 

For all practical purposes, the Year of the Monkey 
ends. We are now in the Year of the Rooster (or 
cock) depending on your whimsy. Disco parties, bar 
parties, private parties. Remember to choose a des¬ 
ignated driver. The CHP will be out in full force. 

Saturday, January 8 

The Gauntlet II kicks off the Mr. Los Angeles 
Leather 2005 season tonight with the Mr. Gauntlet 
II Leather contest. 

Weekend, January 14-16 

Mid-Atlantic Leather weekend by the Centaur MC 
in Washington, DC. For details, surf to: 
www.leatherweekend.com. 

Same weekend the Sun Bears host a weekend in 
San Diego with a side trip to Rosarita Beach in 
Mexico. 

Week of January 23-30 

"Beef Dip: is a bear/leather weekend cruise to 


Puerto Vallarta with scads of events geared to ex¬ 
haust you in the land of the Aztecs. 

Weekend, January 28-30 

Mr. Chicago Leather weekend at the Touche? Bar. 
Joey Artega will step aside for a successor. Cold 
but always fun in Chicago! 

Flesh & Fantasy Weekend in Dallas with the 
Mr. Texas Leather Contest and the So. Central 
Leather Sir/boy, and community bootblack contest. 

Mr. Padlock Leather contest in Phoenix, AZ, 
but no info at my deadline. 

Weekend, February 4-6 

Heart of America Weekend in Kansas City, M0 at 
the Dixie Belle. Choosing Heart of America 
Leather Man, Woman, boy and girl. 

Weekend, February 18-20 

Mr. Cell Block Leather Man contest at that world- 
famous bar this weekend, Pantheon of Leather and 
fun galore in the Windy City. 
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Pretty and hardcore 


by John F. Karr 


nyone who’s seen George 
Duroy’s Cover Boys has 
probably become a fan of 
the director. His latest is Pretty 
Boy, and it’s the most refreshing 
movie I’ve seen all year. It’s breezy 
all the way: diaphanous curtains 
waft gently in patio breezes, while 
indoors, elegantly simple furnish¬ 
ings provide a summery feel. But 
the boys are even fresher, and the 
title isn’t bragging, these young 
men are remarkably pretty. 
Blondes predominate, but there 
are dark-haired beauties as well. 
They have flawless complexions, 
with pink cheeks fore and aft. 
Smooth and hairless athletic bod¬ 
ies, unusually large schlongs, and 
tasty foreskins are the order of the 
day. But counting for even more is 
the personality they display, with 
laughter and smiles and an ingen¬ 
uous enthusiasm. - 

Most American-made 
porn is so deadly earnest in 
comparison, with its in¬ 
sistence that high-frenzy 
equals hot fuck. Duroy’s 
boys make out with no 
less abandon than their 
American counterparts, 
but they 
certainly 
seem to get 
more en¬ 
joyment out of it. Talk about love 
in bloom. Duroy must be credited 
for pairings that always spark, and 
for encouraging the performers’ 
playful attitude. Duroy also adds 
unerring videography, with the 
boys and/or their genitals always 
handsomely framed. There aren’t 
any of those anti-gravitational, 
sideways views to distress your 
equilibrium. No, it’s simply the 
boys’ ardently deployed sexuality 
that will sway you. 

Pretty Boy features a handful of 
Duroy stars who flip-flop their 
way through light-hearted en¬ 
counters that are bathed in light, 
whether poolside or in a photog¬ 
rapher’s studio. Following three 
scenes of zesty young-male love, 
the movie is capped with the en¬ 
counter of cover boys Josh Elliot 
and Matt Phillipe, whose pink 
cowboy hat matches the pink head 
of his throbbing cock. They eager- 





ly swap topping honors, and their 
exuberance leads to some big 
bonus loads. You know, I’ll admit 
to greedily gobbling down many 
flavors of fetish porn. But little 
else has been as satisfying as these 
romantic and frisky young fuck¬ 
ers. They obviously love 
what they’re doing, 
and have been filmed 
with obvious love as 
well, www.belamion- 
• line, com 

Sweat frenzy 

TitanMen’s dark and 
forebod¬ 
ing Horse: 
Fallen 
Angel 5 is 
a world apart. Most of it is frenzy 
fuck, slam-bang of the highest 
order. To bring the Fallen Angel 
saga to a conclusion, director 
Bruce Cam unleashes a bumper 
crop of 20 brutal men, in a fetish 
bonanza that has eye-popping 
dildo-play, a harsh flogging, lots of 
watersports, plus a fisting, as well 
as branding and scarification. But 
what is remembered of this four- 
hour onslaught is the ferocious 
fucking, with big, hairy, sweat- 
covered and muscular daddies 
driving it into some of the most 
talented bottoms around. 

Director Cam has concocted a 
highly imaginative futureworld 
for Horse. Up in the daylight, 
there’s a world of horses, barns 
and ponyboys kept captive in the 
stalls. Below ground, in fantastic 
subterranean grottos ablaze with 
firelight and belching furnaces, 
there’s a world of commandos 



with their own slaves. How these 
worlds interface jsn’t explained — 
there’s neither dialogue nor plot 
to slow down this movie’s fantasia 
of fetish and fierce fucking, but it 
seems to work like this: the mas¬ 
ters lead the slaves through the 
initiating rites that will, in turn, 
make masters of them. 

And what mastery is displayed. 
Joey Russo’s incomparable hard 
cock stands stiff and throbbing for 
worship, a scepter worthy of a sun 
god. Rugged Spencer Quest is a 
thrilling topman who submits to 
a rugged ride atop Russo’s divine 
rod. Sebastian Tauza gives a mas¬ 
ter class in dildo reception, and 
the eager hunger with which 
Joshua Adams embraces the mer¬ 
ciless poundings of several huge, 
sturdy top men simply took my 
breath away. Throw in ruthless 
fucker Joey Dino, plus currently 
popular stars like Troy Punk and 
Frederik Ford, as well as the debut 
of hypermasculine, darkly furred 
Mr. LA Leather Hunt Parker, and 
you’ve got one gargantuan epic. 

It’s also got an entirely novel 
look. The underworld sets are im¬ 
pressive, and for the men, Cam’s 
designers have created an array of 
unusually butch and really differ¬ 
ent leatherwear that could com¬ 
pletely up-end prevailing fashions. 
For one thing, it’s not black. I 
should think the leather set is 
ready for a shake-up, the Drum¬ 
mer look’s been around for awhile, 
ya know. Anyway, Horse is the cur¬ 
rently last word as far as the large- 
cast, many-part, leathersex sport- 
fuck and fetish sextravagaza goes. 
www.titanmen.com ▼ 




Mister Marcus 


M previous page 


are an “aware” individual, you can 
check with other people who 
might have knowledge of which 
titleholders were where on a given 
weekend. 

The final word on this is: Do 
Not Send Money unless you per¬ 
sonally recognize the voice of the 
caller. Often you have never met 
the person who claims to be call¬ 
ing. Comments like, “Don’t you 
remember we got it on at such 
and such a place?” Some of you 
who are sexually active at these 
leather weekend events might be 
in that category and who remem¬ 
bers one night stands unless the 
one night stand was an excep¬ 
tional partner? 

My advice is don’t even bother 
with these calls. Hang up imme¬ 
diately. Alerting police does little 
or no good. You can wire money 
via Western Union to hundreds of 
various offices. The caller never 
will give you a number to call 
him/her back. Traces on these 
callers are usually pay phones and 
sometimes even in your own 
town! 


"Tug" Taylor (center) was named Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2004 last 
January in Washington, D.C. He's seen here with Dennis McMahon, 2nd 
runner-up, at left, and Jerrell Cooper, 1st runner-up, at right. Tug sashes 
his successor the weekend of January 14-16, 2005. 


Stay alert and aware of these 
phone scams. Curiously, it has 
never been reported (at least not 
to me) that these scams are at¬ 
tempted with other groups (the 
court system weekends, or gay en¬ 
tertainment groups), so the 


leather community is a main tar¬ 
get for these criminals. This is the 
5th time I am writing to warn 
you. Take it seriously and be 
aware, alert and smart. And so it 
goes. 

Happy Holidays to all of you! T 



Underwear/Jockstraps Every Pay All Pay! 

£ Jack Off Warehouse 

at the Circle J Club 


’ SFs Only Nighttime and Daytime J/O Club 
Club open daily 10 a.m. - midnight 
JIO Warehouse open daily 12 noon until closing 
Mandatory clothes check Tue & Fri eve ■ Optional Sat & Sun 

Cirele 4 Club 

369 Ellis St. (between Jones & Taylor) 

San Francisco 415.474.6995 
Metro & BART - Powell Street Station 
Admission $10 



VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION! 


www. bench-and-bar. com 



Latin 
Explosion 

Fridays 

Dj. Jorge 
spins the 
latest in 
Latin 
& House 
music. 

Free 

Before 10pm 

™ th Ad - 2111 RUM ST.. OAKUW. CA14612 
' PASS HOT VALID (OR SPtCUU EVENTS 510.444.2266 


La Bota 
Loca 

Saturdays 
Cumbia. 
Banda, 
Norteha 
& Pop. 



ftoor 8-11pm 


Closed Fri., Dec. 24 
Ch ristm as Eve.,. 
othgjjyjj^^Tormal 


Auld Lyne SuckfParty 

New-Year’s^Eve. 
Fri., Dec. 31 

door 3pm-4am, play 'til 6am 
, ^Celebration at midnight! 

(.New Ye.ar's Day 
Sat., Jan. 1 

'door 6pm-4am, play 'til 6am 
" Recovery party! 


www.blowbuddies.com 

* So nthfo5MarSet^ 033 HarrisorfstJ® 5th) 


photo (c) Brian Theis 
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Victorious and glorious 

Getting to know singer/songwriter Jill Sobule 


by Gregg Shapiro 


nderdog Victorious 

(Artemis), the new CD by 
Jill Sobule, could also de¬ 
scribe Sobule herself. Her second 
disc, released five years after her 
debut album, launched the 
singer/songwriter to stardom via 
the hit single “I Kissed a Girl .” Her 
subsequent albums, including 
Happy Town, Pink Pearl, and a 
compilation set, are all underrat¬ 
ed gems. It’s conceivable that Un¬ 
derdog Victorious, with its brilliant 
pop numbers, could return her to 
her rightful place among ac¬ 
claimed singer/songwriters. 

Gregg Shapiro: The new album 
opens with the song "Freshman/' 
which manages to be both humor¬ 
ous and heartbreakingly serious. 
It's a look at the life of a strug¬ 
gling musician. 

Jill Sobule: If you knew what I 
was going home to now! There 
was a flood two days ago. I still 
have a roommate, and I felt bad 
because I was busy doing my 
music stuff, and she had deal with 
it. So, today’s my day. 

People imagine that because you 



are a musician with a recogniz¬ 
able name, you must lead a sort 
of glamorous existence. But I 
know enough musicians and 
artists to know that's not true. 

I have to tell relatives, too. They 
think that I had my MTV hit, so I 
should be living the glamorous 
life. I was talking one day with 
[singer/songwriter] Syd Straw. She 
said, “Jill, I have to change my idea 
of what success is in New York 
City. I think it’s that you have your 
own washer/dryer.” 

Underdog Victorious feels like 
your most New York album. 

Yeah. I came from Denver, and 
I moved to New York in ’87. I 
think I’m a total New Yorker now. 
I think post-9/11 made me more 
of a New Yorker. 

"Cinnamon Park" contains one of 
the best uses of a sample ("Satur¬ 
day in the Park" by Chicago) I've 
ever heard. 

I got a little cheapo, portable 
sampler that I took on the road 
with me. Someone gave me some 
early Chicago. I’d forgotten how 


by Tim Pfaff 


e’re just getting in under 
the wire with our cover¬ 
age of the celebration of 
the death tercentenary of Hein¬ 
rich Ignaz Franz Biber (1644- 
1704) on CD, but the studio fes¬ 
tivities have been substantial. 
Biber, among the greatest German 
Baroque composers pre-Bach, has 
long been treasured by lovers of 
the 17th-century Baroque, and 
specialists have rewarded them 
with an exquisite trove through¬ 
out 2004. 



Among the last to appear was 
Paul McCreesh’s superb Gabrieli 
Consort & Players, who offer the 
Salzburg composer’s Mass in B- 
Flat Major in the kind of liturgi¬ 
cal setting McCreesh favors (that 
is, interspersed with music by 
other composers, as it would 
probably have originally been 
given) and, fittingly, his Requiem 
in F minor (Archiv). 

Without ever being heavy- 
handed about it, McCreesh and 
his musicians give incisive musi¬ 
cal renditions of this complex 
music without slighting its spiri¬ 
tual dimensions. The music does 
not, to use Emily Dickens’ words, 
“oppress, like the heft of cathedral 
tunes.” Still, it is, consistently, 
deeply felt. Given the often-mon- 
strous technical difficulties Biber’s 
writing poses, it’s a tribute to the 
team that they can get strings, 
vocal chords, and hearts vibrating 
in such exquisite unison. 


good they were. Not the ’80s, 
Peter Cetera one. My first sample 
ever on the machine was “Satur¬ 
day in the Park,” and I started 
singing a little melody over it. I 
kept remembering The Battle of 
the Bands when I was a kid. Orig¬ 
inally it was “Cramners Park,” but 
that just had a really bad sound to 
it. 

With “Cinnamon Park,” you’re 
looking back at innocent, hippie 
drugs, but “The Last Line” is 
about the evil cocaine drugs. I 
never did the coke thing, but I had 
friends who did. Me and stimu¬ 
lants are redundant. 

The album also has a queer sensi¬ 
bility, which you can hear on 
"Under the Disco Ball." 

I’m one of those people who 
can spend hours online looking at 
oddball things. I’m obsjessed by 
this ex-gay ministry site called 
“Stephen Bennett Ministries.” He 
used to be gay and bulimic, but 
now he’s changed! You look at the 
pictures, and he’s so gay! “Under 
the Disco Ball” was from my ob¬ 
session with that Internet site. 


McCreesh’s savvy choice of 
breaking up the relatively more 
conventional B-flat Mass with 
music by Biber’s contemporaries 
and teachers gives it greater grav- 
itas. The CD builds inexorably to a 
particularly vivid setting of the fa¬ 
miliar Requiem text that not only 
needs no such larding, but might 
be diminished by it. Instead, it is 
followed, in the CD’s final track, 
with the album’s subdued yet rap¬ 
turous motive work, Orlando di 
Lasso’s motet “Media vita in 
morte summa” (“In the midst of 
life we are in death”). 

No matter the fare, McCreesh’s 
soloists and choristers (the same 
singers) approach it with uncom¬ 
mon acuity and consummate en¬ 
semble. Further augmenting the 
effect is their blend with the in¬ 
strumentalists, who use the unique 
violin tunings Biber devised to 
specific expressive ends. The Re¬ 
quiem unfolds with almost eerie 
liquidity until it reaches the con¬ 
cluding “Lux aeterna,” when the 
overlapping voices, spread over the 
largest vocal range to be found in 
the work, create an episode of qui¬ 
etly ecstatic elevation. 

Mystery plays 

The year brought three new 
recordings of Biber’s “Mystery 
Sonatas,” but the only one I could 
get my hands on is the one widely 
regarded as the greatest. 

The “Mysteries” are those of 
the Catholic Rosary, so violin wiz¬ 
ard Andrew Manze plays them 
under the name The Rosary 
Sonatas (Harmonia Mundi). Call 
them what you will, they’re some 
of the most intriguing pieces in 
the violin literature — cult pieces, 
really, among string players, 
whose passionate ideas about 
them and their meanings some¬ 
times verge on the psychotic. 

In a typically insightful note, 
but even more tellingly in his 
deeply concentrated playing, 
Manze decries the notion that 
these pieces about 15 events in the 
life of Jesus and Mary (the mys- 


When I’m in LA, once in a while 
I’ll put on one of those hardcore, 
right-wing talk shows, and they’re 
obsessed with the “gay agenda.” 

Because I don’t fly, I’m often 
driving across country, and I’ve 
heard some of these radio shows, 
and they are genuinely frighten¬ 
ing. You’d think they would be 
more interested in curing cancer 
than obsessing over what they 
think is the gay agenda. 

What is it about Joey Heatherton 
that inspired you to write the song 
"Joey"? 

I remember when I was a little 
girl, thinking she was so glam¬ 
orous and cute. Then I was in a 
checkout line, and there was a 
magazine on her, and she looked 
so awful. She was so anorexic, and 
she looked like a crack whore. 
Also, there was one of those E! bi¬ 
ographies on her. It was at a time 
when I had this idea to write an 
album called Tabloid Music, my E! 
biography album. There’s some¬ 
thing about the stars that fall so 
hard. It’s my Greek tragedy on the 
album. T 


on his 300 th 

teries) are in any way program¬ 
matic, that is, explicitly narrative 
or sound-effect-oriented. They 
are, he insists (and proves, with 
his magisterial interpretations) in¬ 
stead, meditations. That view 
yields his greatest CD to date, 
which is saying something. 

What makes them so hard to 
play is that, despite a consistent 
style of notation, each one of the 
15 sonatas (a loose term; one is a 
single movement) uses a different 
tuning of the violin’s four gut 
strings. The technical term for it is 
scordatura, which Manze explains 
with some musical examples in 
the final track. The marvel of it is 
the sharp difference of character it 
lends each sonata. Some of the 
tunings are so extreme that you 
can, as Manze suggests, almost feel 
the agony of the violin (a fine 
Amati from 1700), which is par¬ 
ticularly appropriate for the Sor¬ 
rowful Mysteries of the Passion. 

Another shrewd, musically 
sound decision — which only 
Manze, of the three violinists who 
recorded the set this year, elects — 
is to use solo accompaniments, by 
organ or harpsichord, by Manze’s 
exemplary longtime partner 


Beijing 

◄ page 30 

their initial courtship and the dif¬ 
ficulties engendered by their dif¬ 
fering cultural perspectives. But as 
the relationship works toward the 
moment of David’s departure 
from China, and the climax of 
David’s personal crisis, Gambone 
seems to take some shortcuts. He 
focuses on David’s internal strug¬ 
gle to commit to his new love and 
seems to devote less attention to 
Bosheng’s reaction to their com¬ 
ing separation. 

Perhaps David’s primary quest 
is whether or not he can move be¬ 
yond his nomadic ways and actu¬ 
ally settle down with someone. 


Goodbye, Biber 2004 

Baroque composer cherished 




Richard Egarr (and Alison 
McGillivary’s cello augmenting 
“The Ascension”). 

The most arresting thing about 
Manze’s playing of this sublime 
music is how little attention he 
calls to the effort involved. His 
laser-like attention is on musical 
values alone, and the rewards are 
inestimable. Radically ornate fig¬ 
ures float free, and the pair’s 
rhythmic elasticity makes it all 
seem as easy, and essential, as 
breathing. In Sonata IX, “The Car¬ 
rying of the Cross,” the music (and 
wood) seem carried by the notes 
themselves. “The Descent of the 
Holy Spirit” feels like nothing less. 

Violinist John Holloway, who 
has made several remarkable 
Biber CDs, joins organist Aloysia 
Assenbaum and harpsichordist 
Lars Ulrik Moretensen for six 
more Biber sonatas, coupled with 
another by Georg Muffat, on Der 
Tiirken Anmarsch (ECM). These 
wonderful, musically rich perfor¬ 
mances shouldn’t be heard the 
same day you listen to Manze. T 


Again like Melville’s Ishmael, 
David finds himself only after the 
challenges of a difficult journey. 
Gambone paces his story well, but 
one yearns for certain details and 
characters to be filled in more. 

As is to be expected in a novel 
set in China, Eastern philosophy 
figures in the outlooks and moti¬ 
vations of a number of the charac¬ 
ters, ultimately serving to bring 
David to an unexpectedly positive 
realization about his life. The novel 
does not end in a conventionally 
happy, neatly wrapped package, 
but it concludes on an affirmative 
note. That it does so is redemptive 
for the main character, and, to 
some extent, for the book itself. 
Beijing is not a sophisticated novel, 
but it’s full of heart. T 


: Joseph 
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Out There 

◄ page 26 

Kate Pierson, who lived in the 
cabin at one time, jammed down 
with the beefy Bs. We think Pier¬ 
son is maybe bi, and we know that 
her beehive hairdo is gay. We hope 
they rebuild the shack, and maybe 
take the trouble to register it as a 
historic structure. But please don’t 
make us listen to “Love Shack” 
again. 



Strange rites 

Nowhere in the mountainous 
press coverage of The Aviator have 
we seen any mention of wild man 
Howard Hughes’ alleged bisexu¬ 
ality. But according to Charles 
Higham’s biography, Hughes had 
an affair with studpole Cary 
Grant, among others, at around 
the same time that he was ro¬ 
mancing the brilliant yet batty 
Katharine Hepburn. This maybe 
something to consider as you con¬ 
template “HH” Leonardo Di- 
Caprio’s baby face up there on the 
Silver Screen. 

Apropos of nothing, Out 
There’s nomination for the most 
fabulous correction of the week 
comes from last Saturday’s New 
York Times “Corrections: For the 


Record” column. “A picture cap¬ 
tion on Thursday about 200 bison 
that were being sent to South 
Dakota from Santa Catalina Is¬ 
land, off California, misidentified 
an object held by an Indian per¬ 
forming a ritual to mark the de¬ 
parture. It was a percussion stick, 
not a peace pipe.” But we’re pretty 
sure the damn drum was a bong. 

For the record 

Erasure singer Andy Bell an¬ 
nounced last week that he is 
HIV+, but has been taking combi¬ 
nation therapy since ’98, is “feel¬ 
ing fine,” and in fact has “never felt 
better.” 

Congrats to Kun-Yang Lin 
and Kenneth Metzner, who cel¬ 
ebrated their man-on-man love by 
posting their picture together on 
the Weddings announcement page 
of the NY Times, a mostly hetero 
ghetto. 

Novelist and gay rights activist 
Joseph Hansen, whose highly 
successful mystery series featured 
one of the genre’s first openly gay 
investigators, Dave Brandstet- 
ter, has died in Laguna Beach at 
age 81, after a long illness 
[Reuters]. 

Hansen introduced Brandstet- 
ter in the 1970 novel Fadeout and 
continued the series through a 
dozen books ending in ’91. He 
told The Orange County Register in 
a ’98 interview, “My joke was to 
take the true, hard-boiled charac¬ 
ter in American-fiction tradition, 
and make him homosexual. He 
was going to be a nice man, a good 
man, and he was doing to do his 
job well.” 

News of Hansen’s departure 
from this mortal coil came to us 
from crime novelist Steven Say¬ 
lor ( The Judgment of Caesar), who 
said he “had the pleasure of lunch¬ 
ing with Joe a few times when he 
came up to San Francisco, and was 
glad for the chance to let him 
know how greatly I admired his 
prose style and subtle plotting.” 
RIP. ▼ 


Cassavetes 

M page 32 

you have no one else to blame.” 

By all accounts, Cassavetes was 
a joyous, funny, impulsive man 
who loved good food and conver¬ 
sation. He detested most enter¬ 
tainment, and audiences could 
trust that his character studies 
wouldn’t lurch into plot-driven 
escapism. He was, and still is, a 
tonic against obscenely budgeted, 


overproduced Disney rides dou¬ 
bling as movies. To watch Faces on 
its definitive DVD is to mingle 
with articulate, exciting people 
who still offer something wholly 
different. Gena Rowlands may be 
forgiven a moment of sentimen¬ 
tality when she spoke of the Cas¬ 
savetes era as “a privileged little 
spot in time.” What she and oth¬ 
ers make clear, all these years later, 
is that Cassavetes’ experiments 
were very much worth making. 
criterionco.com ▼ 
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Personals 


MASSAGE 


MichadCMT 

81206929 



LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 


KEN cmt 


415.269.1045: 



^.touchbod' 


I k.n 


COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 

FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MINUTES/$40 

CALL: 9S5-682-5675 


Michael CMT 

4I5-Z35-8G05 

Healing Massage 

i Swedish Style 
' Nurturing 
Therapeutic 


Connect with your core energy and experience 
a state of peace, bliss and deep relaxation 



:ative 

IYWORK 

Empower 

Yourself 

Thru 

Supportive, 
Sensual, 
Nurturing 
and Healing 
Touch 


r alder, cmt 

[5)447-2700 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 
Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 


^EC 

1 1 PI 

Wl . WV 


Ecstasy Of Berlin 


gassmsu* tot 

, ■ .-3 Mmm 
tr is S4F ifc&ifc a* uncut, 

Philip. 415-850-4333 

www.b8rtinboy.com 


& 


Balancing Touch 

Therapeutic and relaxing. 
Skillfully blending Acupressure, 
Hawaiian Lomilomi, Cranio- 
Sacral, Jin Shin Jyutsu and 
Hot Magical Stones. Non-sexual. 
Ramona 415.374.8963 


Brian 415-252-8126 

www.MassageByBriatt.com 

Deep Tissue \ 

Shiatsu ^ gjjpj 

Swedish 



FERNANDO 


Swedish 

and 

deep 

| tissue mas¬ 
sage 

in and out ft 

415.505.9056 

fernandoalvaro@earthlink.net 


Sore Muscles? 


Call one of our 
Certified Massage Therapists 
to get some relief! 
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MASSAGE 



Jay 

Swedish 

■* * ■ 

Massage 


CMT 

0p> 

13 G3 

f 

1 

415-407-9424 

HRs10am-7pm Monday-Sunday 

jjwagner70@hotmail.com 


Respectfully Sensual 



i Call RON 

< (415) 235-2755 
Fu " Body 

$100-2 hr Deep Tissue 

25-5’7”-138 Pressure 

Therapeutic 

Sensual 

Professional Foot & Body 
with Aroma Oils 


THAI MASSAGE 


SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 

E02-05 

Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF 24Hr 

Mark 398-2441 

£52 



YOUNG SMOOTH 
TENDER ASIAN 

OUT $60 

DAVE 395-9354 
CEL. 724-8066 

_E53 

STOP THE WORLD 

For 1 Hour. Relax, Enjoy, Renew. 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 

E52 

BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

Real massage. In/Out. 218-0128 

E52 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

30 / 5 / 8 ,, ,145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 3 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at. your place.Chuck* (510)388-4941 



SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-1771 

www.sr-hideaway.com ^ 

SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body acupressure & 
Shiatsu massage w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth 
Doug 408-202-0811. 

.E52 

Peninsula Therapeutic and Erotic 
In/Out. Full Body TLC 
650-367-7528 

E52 

Sexy blonde will rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 24yobottom/smooth 57"135# 
In/Out Calls - 
Jason 415-210-1526 


26 y.o. 5'8" 155 lbs. 
OUT ONLY 
415.699.5310 



Luis CMT 

Professional 
Peep Tissue 
Swedish 
Maseag 



MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/hr ra 
www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT 415-255-1164 

_'_E01 

Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 51" 150# 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Str8 acting 23 yo, horny & friendly 

In/Out calls - 

Nick 415-690-6552 

E52 

GIVE ME YOUR BODY 

for 1 hour. Let go. Feel the need. 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 

E52 

RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Professional Massage Performed 
in the nude allowing mutual 
touch & release. Visa/M C/Amex 
Steven, CMT 415 626-4800 

WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 



. \ 



Reed Waller, CMT 
Relaxing 
Therapeutic 
Ecstatic 
510 . 531.1574 

Avail. 12pm-10pm 



u 


Dean CT6” 2401bs 
£75/In 
415.225.7743 

ThePo’EverO fTouch 
.com 



Come feel the 
heat of Thailand. 
Sensual Thai MSG 
by Kob 346-7975 

ASIAN JOCK 


SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 

E53 

SENSUAL NUDE MASSAGE 

By handsome masculine hot Latin. 
27y/o,150#,5 , 8".Call Luis 336-0419 

_[_E52 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 

E53 

KNOW YOUR PROSTATE!! 

Gr. prostate massage + Full-body. 
$60 in (415) 989-7736 Union Sq Area 

____E03-05 

NAPA, VERY BEST 
DEEP TISSUE 

Swedish massage. Beautiful hillside 
location. David CMT 707.738.9577^ 

Magnificent Massage "Huge Hands" 


Young Nude Massage SfErotic.com^ 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic To Erotic, Relaxing 
To Deeply Stimulating. $100 For 
90 Min. Brad 510-418-0979 Or Go 
To Website: Bradinberkeley.com 

_E-05-05 

Vallejo:Massage4Men(925)200-6236 Ei o5 

SPEEDO BOY, 24 

Cute CMT Jason (415) 929-9224. ^ ^ 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 yr 
old. Student discount. In/Out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric * 841-5870. 

E52 

SWEDISH MASSAGE 

Stress. Time to get a massage by 
Juan Sanchez, CMT, Non-Sexual. 
415-305-6856.www.juanparoa.com E2 

UNION SQUARE 


HOT ASIAN CMT 

Swedish Deep-Tissue Sensual 
Massage By Sexy Asian 57" 150# 

In $70/0ut $85. 415-994-1276 

E02 

INTEGRATIVE BODYWORK 

Dr. Kirk Prine, CMT 415 552-7417 
www-fleshandspirit.org/kp2.html 

E52 

EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Hot Nude Erotic Touch/Skilled 
Intuitive Bodywork 2 Your Needs 
In Warm Clean Studio Nr Dolores 
Park By Tall, Smooth Muse. Blond 
W/Strong Hands lHr=$85, 90 Min. 
= $100,2Hrs =$120 Heron Saline CMT. 
415/706-9740/Also Avail: Tantra, 
Hypno-, Sports-, & Prostate-Massage^ 
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MASSAGE 


9am - 9pm 
415.518,1324 


1.1 

l 




Dave Gerdes 

M.A., C.M.T. 

Bodywork & Coaching 

(AJr** "integral massage" 
for appt. - 415.497.9200 

www.indeerpark.net 

24 Y.O., 5'8" x 150 Strt, Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN RUB!! 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 994-9409 

E53 

VALENTE 

Massage by sexy Mexican 
www.gaydar.co.ukA/alentemx 
Cell: 415-342-1675. 

E52 

PAPI LATINO 

Nude Massage By Handsome Boy 
28Y/0, 160 Lbs. Call Gael 
415 374-6914. In/Out. 

_E52 

CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT 
BODYWORK • PAMPER 
YOURSELF BY CALLING 
DREW @ 415-255-0850 
31,511", 175 Lbs.Outgoing. Strong 
Hands. No Attitude. Email Me: 
Massagebydrew@earthlink.net 

Berkeley. Esalen/Sports Massage 
Visa/Mc Kent CMT (510) 845-3036 o5 


Nurturing Muscle 

t Swedish 
Full-body 

Private Studio 
«SF 


415-359-3657 

www.JamesMassage.com 



DISRAELI 


MASSAGE 
10” 160lbs 
r 415.640.2836 

disraelic@yahoo.com 


MARK MASSAGE 

By Asian In/Out Swedish/Thai 
60/80 Visa/Mc/Amex 552-3002 

Sensuality And Sensibility 
www.tgpraxis.net 415-505-8980 E5 

Castro Certified *0nly $45 / $65 

*WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur * 

415-621-4517 

_E52 

BAD DADDY’S BOY 

23 YO Asian Bottom Cute In Shape 
Nice Body Nude Massage Safe 24/7 
Downtown SF 415 368-4628 

_E52 

Roaring Fire. Strong Gifted Hands 
Great Touch Dedicated w30 yrs. exp. 
Chip@sfgaymassage.com 810-8140 
Wkend Classes Avail. For Couples ^ 

San Jose - Full Body - Swedish - CMT 
$40/Hr - $551 l/2Hr - Same Day Appt 
8AM - 9PM Daily. Showers Avail. 


www -MassageStud- cdm 

415.260.5214 



A 

N 

K 


Therapeutic and Sensual 
Deep Tissue 

Various Options Available 




THERAPEUTIC AND SENSUAL SESSIONS AVAILABLE 

415.771.8629 

WWW.MICHAELSOLDIER.COM 


511” -195# 
Masculine 47yo 

Deep Swedish 
Legit/Erotic 
7am-11pm In/Out 

510.601.6995 


Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 

Michael's Bodywork - East Bay 

HEART-FELT MASSAGE 

Mike, CMT. $40/Hour. 

510 436-3305 

HOT & SEXY C.M.T. 

Great Massage By Experienced 
Well Endowed Friendly CMT320-0302^ 

ASIAN EAST BAY 

Sensual Full Body Massage 
In $50, Out $60,510-420-0112 Kenji 



Experienced Hands Provide Integrated 
Swedish, Sports, Deep Tissue Massage 
with a Sensitive Approach. 


994-4665 



erotic 

MX SSKQi 
XND 
MOW 



CARLOS 

415 

806 

4346 


CHAI 

511" Muscular 
Asian Sportsman, 

Totally Relaxing 
Sensual, Deep Tensiqn 
Release. 415.596.3854 

Relaxing Swedish Massage . 38, 6'2, 
195, Handsome wih strong hands, 
$55 hr in only. 

Call Rob 415-845-4807 

HOT CUTE ASIAN 

Swedish/deep tissue 
(415)533-3635 Roy. 

CUTE 33 SPANISH GUY 

Great nude massage. 

290-2041, $60 

E52 

IT’S A GUY THING 

Swed. massage for your male body 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 



707.586.5945 50 min north of sf 

OFFHWYIOI 7 DAYS 11 AM-11PM SHORT NOTICE OK 
ALL AGES/RACES/BODY TYPES NUDE PICS/INFO: 

www.onehotmassage.com 




Strong hands, 
warm heart 

10m Duff, cmi 


. v 415- 

* : 305- 

4869 



Return home to your body... 
www.kduffcmt.com 


.FULL. 

B*0*D*Y 

Sensual Massage 32, 6'1", well-built 
hairy body. ‘Anthony 
(925) 920*0018 In/Out. 


Eay i 


REA EPORTER 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


First line, Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple price 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 
on Visa and MasterCard. 


PERSONALS ORDER FORM 


X-BOLD Stops Here T BOLD Stops Here T CAPS Stop Here ▼ 


Regular Stops Here ▼ 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION MAIL WITH 1 

PAYMENT TO: 

R A V A DP A 

Card Number 

N “* Te " ch °" e REPORTER 

3-Digit Security Code Expiration Date 

' .. " . . J7J IVIIILII OlictM 

Address ^ . i 

San Francisco, CA 
94103 

Signature 

City State Zip 

OR FAX TO: 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification Amount Enclosed 415.861.8144 
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lJilflHH 


MASSAGE 



SAN JOSE GAY MASSAGE 

Gay Male 38 Offers My Home Full 
Body Swedish Massage $15 Per 1/2 
Hour. Call John CMT (408) 282-9914 
I Can Make The Massage Sensuous 

E52 

Hairy, Muscular, 5'10" 185 Very 
Experienced. Erotic, Sensual, 

Playful Massage. Nude, Table 415- 
934-9325. 

Cell is 415-310-6624 Jim 

E02-05 

Body-Electric CMT Welcomes All 
Bodytypes For Butt-Prostate, 

Swedish, Colonic And Much More In 
A Private Oakland Studio. Details On 
30 Page Web Site. 10am-9pm 
Visa/Mc 

Paul 510 437-1999 

WWW.KINKMASSAGE.COM 


Certified Swedish Massage 

By Appointment only 



Have An "Xmassage" Today 
In & Outcalls, 

415-350-0968 

■E5: 

Sensual Swedish Sports Shiatsu 
Hot Hung Healthy 30yo 
424-1894 

E5: 

MAGIC HANDS 

Tension Release, Therapeutic, Revi¬ 
talizing. Swedish, Deep Tissue, Sen¬ 
sual. George, CMT 
510-541-3718 Outcall 

Es: 

MAN TO MAN 

In San Jose • 408-729-7156. 

eo: 

15+ Yrs Exp, Full Tension Release 

*MID-PENINSULA-CMT* 

In/Out, Days/Eves, Tom, 

650-345-7318 







W 


H 

Each week, 

PfiH 

2 

ee 

we get picked up 

< 

by more than half 
the gay men in 

San Francisco. 


That has to be 

more than you can say. 



% 


m 




For advertising rates and information 
call: 415.861.5019 or 
email: BARadv@aol.com. 


MODELS/ESCORTS 




BODYBUILDER 
MUSCLE WORSHIP 

EROTIC MASSAGE AND 
^ MORE... 

5*10” • 235IJIS 
CH. 52”. A. 19”,W.33’ 
CALL 11011 415-567-0015 


Goodlooking, 6 , 1 ,, / 165 Lbs 

ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 * JIM 269-5707 

E02-05 

COWBOY TOP 

6-1, 177#, vgl, 9 inch cut 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage ^ 

Handsome Italian top hung 10x7! . 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Gentle strength & arousing edge 
In/Out all Bay Area 
415-256-6743 

__._E53 

AFFECTION STUD 

28 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 

_ _E03-Q5 

FIREFIGHTER 

6 , 1", 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325^ 

MUSCLE S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 SF calls onl£ 

BOYISHLY CUTE! 

AFFECTIONATE, PASSIONATE 
FRIENDLY, CLEAN, KISSABLE 

26, blo/blu,slim,smooth,bottom! 

No STD's, no drugs, no attitude! 
$120+cab. Out only. 415-871-4228. 
LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! • SEAN • 

E52 

SEXY VERSATILE GUY 

Friendly Latino, smooth body, tan 
slim, cleancut, gym toned, 26yrs 
5'7", 130#, 7x6 
Erik 235-6090 

_ E52 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 

E52 

ARAB-AMERICAN 

FOOT-TOP 

Worship my size IK Pics. avl. 
mymasterfulfeet@sbcglobal.net ^ 

HEAVY RAUNCH FF W/S 

Scat • Verbal Abuse, 5'8 Hairy 165 
Muscle-Dad 9" Uncut 
415-577-0406 


GERMAN JOCK 24 

Friendly Vers. 415 929-9224 Mike 


EXPERT BLK TOP STUD 

Ex-tall 6'6" 240Lbs 38y/o, Smth 
muse build ex-sexy very goodlkng and 
totally masculine. Ex-hung true 10X7 
manf***ker. Out Only. 24 Hrs, late 
nite call OK. Call Robb at 240-0842 
$150. www.geocities.com/blktoplO E52 

LET’S PARTY 9” 

(415) 775-4771 24-Hours 

V '_E52 

NEW AFROCUBAN BOY 

24/7 Safe Play And/Or Nude 
Erotic Massage. In And Out 
5' 7" 130Lbs 8Cut 25Y0 Versatile 
415 336-4188 

Domingo ^ 

TOP JEWISH STUD 

Very Handsome Sexy Classy, Will Give 
You The Ultimate Pleasure 207-6117 

__E52 

HUNG LK HORSE! 

10" Long + Thick 26,6'2"205Lbs 
33w,46c, Blk Hr Grn Eyes. Bend 
over+Get yr butt pounded by "Jock- 
strap"@415.518.2716 HIV- 
and STD Free. 

E53 

EUROPEAN PORN-MODEL 

5'9",210#, 10X6,36yo, top/bottom, 
bodybuilder,Out,24/7 (415)239- 
6916, (415) 225-8827. Antony. 

' x ' _ E 05-05 

Mike, 39,5'10",190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, (415) 863-8932 

_ ' ' ' _ E-52-05 

6'3" 250#, Furry Muscle 

BIKER TOP 

415-596-6235 •DaddyBruno.com ^ 

29Y0 Latin Top Uncut 8"Safe 5'7" 
138# VGL Stud $120Pgr 313-0347 2 

Hot+Masculine w/Buzzcut & Goatee 
Handsome 6ft.Well-Hung, Big Balls 

SHVD HEAD STUD 

Clint*415-540-5311’ln/0ut*24 Hrs 
www.geocities.com/Swingonmythingsf 
/photopage, htm I eh 

Happy HOLEdays FF Bliss. 

SF Housecalls. Morlex 679-3320. 

E53 

Muscle Worship For Admirers 

BLACK MUSCLES 

Straight/Married 6'3" 230 Smooth 
415-240-5330 Serious Only 

_ _E52 

ASIAN CUTE BOY 

25 Smooth In Shape Bottom Nice 
Nude Massage Safe Downtown SF 
Free Parking 415 368-4628. 



-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 

6’3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415.385.9623 


Tom BuStone 



Handsome ▼ Hairy t6't 160 


Super Hung Total Top 

Reliable Vanilla 

Professional Kink 

Trustworthy Domination 
Discreet Role Play 

Safe Massage 


Demand Quality 

415 - 256-6743 


Calls returned in 5 minutes 
mail:TomBuStoneXXX@aol.com 


SM • BD 
5*. FF • CBT 

i§ Kink 

£ Intense 
S, Experienced 
■ Safe 


(415) 

215-8396 


MasterJeff.com/escort 


HOT WRESTLER 

KEVLAR 

Specializing In Unique Fantasies 
5'11" 210#s Meat 415-847-8918 

_E52 

24y/o Bottom Jason 415-210-1526 
Hot Blond Boy E52 

100% TO PM AN 

Gd Ikgn, Mascln, Aggrsv Top Dude 
6' Blnd/Blu, 10+ Fun & Nasty 
Matt 415-845-8042 Out Only $100 

E52 

WELL HUNG JERSY BOY 

23yo Whiteboy, Mascl, Goodlooking, 
Lean/Toned Build- 5'5" 130# 
Brn/Brn Hung 7.5" x 7+" Thick, Cut 
Call Ethan At 415-596-8035 
Http://whovian.hn.org/ethan 

6'2"/160Lbs/Hung 7/Nice Guy/Hot 
415-596-0734 Shawn 

HORNY 21Y0 WM 

HOT COLLEGE STUD 

$120/Hr Outcalls Only/In SF 

GREAT X-MAS TO 

YOU (W/ME) GL BRN/BLU 
6’ 165 9.5X6 UNCUT 

A LOT OF FU N CALL SCOTT 252-8552 

_E52 

SAN JOSE BOY 
WWW.SJBOY.COM 

5'11", 165#, Blond Hair 
Pager/Voice: 888-325-3005 
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MODELS/ESCORTS 




RENTDEREK.COM 

415.425.3735 



RICARDO 

25 yo. 5’10", 175# 

www.latino4men.com 


Aaron 67165/ 
24\o Massage Sc 
Escort in Sc out 
415 577 3920 



STARTING IN JANUARY... 

of MAiiuirr 







iSs> 


Where to go and what to do 
with your Escort for the holidays... 

$$$ Restaurants 

Medjooi - 2522 Mission Street 

Fabulous atmosphere, fabulous food, fabulous drinks. In a word... 
FABULOUS! Visit Mark at the upstairs bar. 

The Public - 1489 Folsom Street 

Come on, it's in a brick building, why wouldn't you want to go? 

Okay, the food is tasty too, if you must know. 

Not so $$$ Restaurants 

Country Station Sushi - 2140 Mission Street 

A spaced out hippie samurai warrior goddess, runs this off the beaten 
path sushi house. If you two can't find anything to talk about, there is 
plenty of sassy goodness on the walls to help you find a topic. 

Shoe Shopping 

John Fluevog Shoes - Haight 

Good atmosphere, great kicks, fun cute staff (say hi to Denny). 


blonde/blue 
) German 

\ 511 
I75lbs 

smooth 
swimmer's 
build 

IOxE uc top 

in/out av. 




New in Town!! 
Luke 

Real Photo, 
Blonde, Blue, 22y.o. 
8.5 Thick 

Downtown Location 
In/Out *24/7 

415-722-6745 


BAREBACK? 


Help us find out if HIV 
superinfection is a real 
concern for the positive 
community. 

HIV +/+ partners... 

Receive FREE drug 
resistance testing and 
$70 each in this 
important UCSF study. 

CALL TODAY! 

(415) 734-4878 



PEOPLE 
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PEOPLE 


rHim 



Hot 

localGuys! 

Bay Area s hottest chat fine 

Men Meet Men Right Now! 


Preview each guy before you decide to connect live! 

Try it for 



415 - 707-2400 408 - 539-2400 707 - 582-2400 
510 - 281-2400 650 - 649-2500 925 - 955-2000 




iNMttt®' 


IrtMMaMflBil 


* Live Talk 

* Meet Ads 

► Voice Mail 
24 Hours 
$2.00 
976-7500 


Free 

(415) 981-8123 


DONATE TOYS 

at any one of toy drive parties for 
Mama's Toy Drive, benefiting the kids 
at Camp Sunburst! Do it today! 


tf. 




" SAN FRANCISCO 

SPUNK nm 

ZND FRI EACH MONTH 

PRIVATE SESSION! ALSO AMIU9LE 

415.IH.276i 


Fisting Top looking for some A list 
pussy. 752-0971. E5M4 

Bare Assed Spanking 
SF's Best Spanker 

Daddy Howard. 929-1185 E52 

Gwm Pals, 50/24, In S. Cruz Seek 
18-26/Fit Sex Mate 831-722-3739 E52 

* SEASONS BEATING* 

Naughty Boys Spanked Over Knee 
415-864-2766 E53 

DONATE TOYS 

at any one of toy drive parties for 
Mama's Toy Drive, benefiting the kids 
at Camp Sunburst! Do it today! E52 


PEOPLE 


GWM 48 healthy HIV+ seeking Gm 
35 to 50 Top HIV+ dark hair and 
features for friend and LTR. I like 
sports and movies 
626-5796. 


Good Head in Sonoma County. 
Call Days 707-823-3895 


Body Trim & Shave "Castro Area Lo¬ 
cation." Call 4 apptmnt • 626-1168 


STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. 

Ad #5102. 


Hot Top seeks bottom boys 
GWM dark hair eyes muscular hairy 
48 9'ucut you GW/Latin/Asian 18-35 
gl slim cum sit on it 
415 522-8827 



BAReuj 


1.900.226.7036 


I Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 

Don’t want to use the #900 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ You can purchase time on our system by calling 

1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20,30, or 60 minute Block of Time ,M with discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use 
your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve messages by using your Block of Time™ ac¬ 
count from any touch-tone phone! Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


PARTING 

GLANCES 


Get Together? 

Mike, we met 12/16 at P.O.H. Would love to get 
together for conversation or??? Want to talk 
about it? & 71453 

Gustavo: Cybelle’s @ Bush/Jones 

I don't know if you're gay, but Carlos is interested 
in you. Call me & 71449 

RPCV Western Samoa 

Found your Fale at "Out of the Closet" on Church. 
Lets Talk. & 71438 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 


Hungry in Oakland 

Handsome African American man seeking other 
hungry AA men for discrete sex. Let me suck it. 
Let's be friends. Serious only. 

S? 71452 


ISO Mature Responsible GLM/GWM 

I'm passionate, romantic GLM, 53, HIV-, 5'10", 
200#, beard, enjoy leather, sheer nylon, body 
jewlry,movies, bodybuilding. You're 40+, facial 
hair, uncut, OUT. Smoker/drinker ok, no drugs. 
Seeking LTR. Q 71452 

Sharing Is Better Than Not 

GAM, 38, 5'7", medium build, caring, sensitive, 
honest professional looking for giving, deep think¬ 
ing, down to Earth, masculine man, 39-46, to de¬ 
velop friendship/something more. Willing to relo¬ 
cate. S 71443 

ISO Well Endowed L XL GBM 

Submissive sexy GWM 45, slim 6', hairy, shaved 
head, healthy HIV+, passionate, playful, good sense 
of humor, honest. Older/larger, sincere, hot LTR 
preferred. No Hard Drugs. Go For It. a 71444 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 

Handsome English Broken Latino 

Slender, light skin, 5'7", 165 lbs., looking for 
friend and something more (37 y/o) a 71445 


Black/White XXX-Rated Sex 

GWM 5'11" 175lbs. masculine and fit seeks 
black guys for hot sex and travel. Love to fuck 
and suck. 

Baths, nude beaches and more, 
a 71450 

Just a Little Rough 

Do You Like The Feel of Teeth on Your Hard 
Cock? Having Your Balls Pulled? Me Too. GWM, 
59, 5'10", 145lbs. 

Let's Talk, 
a 71448 

Playful Submissive Bottom 

GWM 40,162, 6'1", HIV+. Bottom & Oral. 
ISO GM, 35-50yrs. A Top, love Brn & dark hair. 
I need a buddy to play with, one on one. Please, 
can learn from, etc. 

Add that to what I know, and wow, thank you! 
a 71442 

Younger/Older GW Sex Buddies 

Seeking others for casual, hot get-togethers in 
South Santa Cruz County. All races welcome. 
Must be 18-26, fit, healthy. We are 50 and 24, 
healthy, versatile. 

Let's play! 
a 71441 


FETISHES 


Medical Exam Pig 

GWM 5'9" 160Lbs 41 needs a complete, humili¬ 
ating, sadistic physical by real Doc, P.A., or nurse. 
Open me wide. Confidentiality assured, 
a 71447 

Serious Nipple Pig ISO Nip Workout Buddy 

Serious Nip Pig 50 yr old 220# & huge erect nips 
seeks dominant, masculine, muscular Nip Pig 
wkout buddy for serious Nip workout sessions. 

Brn, brn, saltpepper gatee, tats piercings. 

Smoker - smokers A+ 
a 71446 



BAMTalk 

PERSONALS 
ARE 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian l~l 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □. 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

State Zip 

1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
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XXX WEB 


Introducing M4M 


mg rsioir 


New features 
help you find 
men faster! 


Now up to 
9 photos 


Real voice 
Profiles 


Free 

Conference 

Calling 


"m4msex.com is THE web.site. for men, 
seeking casual sex with other men... 

Sl)c -N'cui Jlork Eimcs 

HI : I I I S 


FOR A GOOD TIME... 

Write for our FREE catalog! 
Spunkvideo.com/catalog.html or 601 Van 
Ness Ave #E3-324 SF 94102. All the 
nasty DVDs you can shake your stick at! 
BB/WS/FF+ 

SPUNKVIDE0.COM 




BUTCH BEAR 

In search of masculine in-shape 
brawny men with facial/body hair 
for print, online and video projects. 
Work for a professional and 
. easy-going studio. Top pay. 

Email teddy@butchbear.com Eg2 

KINKVIDEO.COM 

Seeks hot horny guys 4 All-Male 
Fetish Videos! 415-436-9840. 

_E52 

FACTORY VIDEO 

You - Hot, 18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off + Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 
Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 
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I wish 
everyone 
understood 
how syphilis 
also spreads 


I wish 
meth users 
would get 
tested for 
syphilis 
every 
3 months. 


I wish 
everyone 
would just 
go away. 


I wish ^ 
HIV positive 
guvs knew 
that syphilis 
increases 
viral load. . 


GET TESTED FOR SYPHILIS p 

www.he -tthypenisisoo* .org 415.487.5580 


Funded by the San Francisco De partment of Public Health STD Prevention & Control Services Design: Better World Advertising {www.sodafmarketing.com} 
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